THE 


SERAPHICAL YOUNG 


SHEPH E 4 


BEING A 


Very RemanxaBLE Account of a SHEPHERD i in 
RAXCE, about Eighteen Years of Age; who, 
without any other Means than the ſcriptures, and 
the Teachings of Goo's Holy Spirit, attained to a 
very uncommon and evangelical Knowledge of the 
true Goo, and Jzsvs Canis, whom he hath ſent. 


Now tranſlated from the Fa ENCH, and enlarged | 


with NOTES 


By CORNELIUS CAYLEY, jun. 


Late Clerk in the Princeſs Dowiger of Wales's 
_ Treaſury, _ 
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BEING A 
| Compoſition of Lx TTS ns, Porats, and Me DITATIONs; 


Ke. on many evangelical Subjects; chiefly from 


natural Figures and Similitudes f ſeirituslized. 
IN TWO PARTS, 


THE SECOND EDITION: 
_ carefully reviſed and corred by the Aurror, 
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HAT ben., but final in other's = 
=O. 
Thou an Lord, delt not : deſpiſe. 1 
Thy birth to ſhepherds was reveald, * 
When from the rich and great conceal'd, - 
Thou 10 v ſt to babes to ſhew thy face, 5 
And make their cups o'erflow with graces 


And ſoar in wings of faith and love; 

_ Whilſt wiſe and mighty, chain'd in pride, 
Thy: wiſdom and thy croſs deride. 

14 4 a . I pray 


Such little- ones thy goodneſs prove, 1 
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„ DEDICATION. 


1 pray thee, Lord, this ſhepherd take, 
. AbdGleff him, for thy oun name's ſake: 
Permit him, Lord, in Engliſh dreſs, 
To preach the glories of thy grace; 
That rich and poor, that high and low, 
And young and old, to thee may bow; 
gh 1 | May join to praiſe. thy name, 
And ſing 85 thy, endleſs fame. 
Dear Lord, but grant me this requeſt, 
To bb ſweet care I leave the reſt: 
3 -— And at thy wounded, plerced feet, 
"With Mary, I will take my ſeat. , 
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Following © eitriotdinary ke=.. 
”_ edunt contains the ſubſtancg of ; 19 
wenn Wiivetſitions ich paſſed in 
France, between à miniſter and a young "a 
mepherd, both of chat countfy. They e 
happened to meet together in a journey, 3 1 
wach they wohringed together for ne 1 
days.” The mepbertdv converſition made | 

; 


- 
: 
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2 imptefnion upon the miniſter, that: ; 5 
he ſent a letter to a friend, giving him a. -Y 
particular relation of the ſame, It was. 33 

ud © 5 through, IH 


vi P R E F A E. 
through the fourth edition abroad, inthe 
year 1648. | 
In the an en is 
ments, that his account of theſe conver- 
ſations falls very hort of the ſimplicity, 
beauty, and energy, of the language, in 
which the ſhepherd ſpake. This may 
account to the reader, for ſeveral phraſes 
that ſeem above a country ſhepherd's 
capacity: for when one perſon. relates 
hat another has ſaid to him, it is natural 
i to do it in ſuch a ſtile as is moſt familar 
0 himſelf, whether learned or unlearned. 
AIP However, the reader may perceive enough 
Ys in the following account to make him 
admire and adore the goodneſs and power. 
of God, ſo remarkably diſplayed in this, 
young "ſhepherd ; . whoſe diſcourſes, in 
many places, the reader may alſo perceive. 
te be ſo native and artleſs, a8 I think 


Be "mol cauſe him to admire his unadorned, 
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Aa een . will- 
narrative. As for the nice critic; v 
eee eee e | 
it is very mel be may be diflatisfied 
kanjoukd-cefuſe a'diemood of grea re 25 
becauſe it was brought to him in a plain 
deal box ⁊ l fancy not. Therefore, let not 
ſuch miſpend their time in ſo fruitleſs an 
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. 1 os according 10 


che pied rules of onthodoxy.. Inu 


inform ſuch readers, that there: are mam 
koiincailetr <ivine love; who eue 
preis chemſelves but in a very broben, 


__ -imperfe&;manner: whilſt, on the con- 
a) nrary,. many there are, vho can ſplit a hair, 


| about: exafineſs in expreſſion, WhO have 

meither Faith, nor love, but are fulk of 
pride and conceit. And the reaſon is, be- 
cauſe (as the apoſtle ſaith) «the kingdom 

God is not in word, but in-power:”* 
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Thetefdie 1 betech ſuch e a 
member, that God looks . 5 
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bis ehhdren, ad dbes not deſpiſe them 


de a s can g till ber in 
weak, imperfect erpreffons. As this 


is the caſe, let us learn to be united to 


odge another more by the unity of the 
Spirit, than by unity of words; and | 
where this unity of the Spirit is, there 
ſhould be much forbearance, and long- 
ſuffering, and gentleneſs, uſed with ohe 
another, about the outward garment of 
expreſſion z which, in a great meaſure, 
depends upon education and cuſtom, aud 


thoſe with whom we chiefly converſe. / 


Wich regard to what 1 have Why - 
ee my own ſhare in the following 
"ark, I ſhall in this naten; | 
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eee following | 
account —_—_ Dn 
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bey that, (according to the ability given 
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ever hameln in fame places the phraſeo⸗ 
dem may appear f and 1 chink evety judi- 
cious reader, will apptove of this: for dhe 


tb. +glory;of God is greatly: illuſtrated, when 


$ "8. hear the moſt ſublime ſecrets of rehgi- 
BY 8 on ſtammered from the mouths of babes 
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prove, that what they have 


1 have alſo taken the liberty to inter- 


ſperſe- many little notes and remarks, 
throughout this narrative; hoping they 

may be. helpful to illuſtrate Tome paſſages | 
and make them more clear, The reader 
will alſo ſee, that in ſeveral particular re- 


marks, I have ſpoke my mind quite freely; 
without concerning myſelf who may, or 


name, and denomination whatſoever. Fur- 


" 
- 


may not be pleaſed with me for fo doing. 
Only remember this, that what I have 
done of this kind, proceeded from a de- 
ſire of God's glory, and a ſpirit of love to 
man, that heartly deſires the welfare of 
the followers of Chriſt, of every ſect, 


, 


thermore, let the reader obſerve, that 


names 4 Toke 1 
fected nag by which" they plainly 


received is | 
(not from man, but) from God. And 
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bleſſed are they that are or with : 
them. | 


„„ e. . 
e ee e Kü an 
3 At any particular, perſons ; but whereſo- 
bop ever the cap will fit, there let it be taken 
” and put on, that ſuch T n | 
and repent. | NF 
And. now, friend reader, I will detain 
15 theego longer in che porch, but invite thee 
| do the. houſe, to fit down and feaſt | 
here provided for thee. 
Tf the entertainment is plain, yet thou 
mayeſt find.i it very wholſom and edifying 
do thy ſoul, which ought. to be the end. 
propoſed. And in order that it may be; 
ſo, remember to pray to God, that he may 


give thee his bleſſing along with it. Ad 
1 earneſtly beſeech thee, if thou knowelt 


what it is to have acceſs unto the Father 
by Jeſus Chriſt, don't forget to pray for, - 1 
him, who has nothing to boaſt of, but the. 
unchanging ** mercy, and Sa oay >=" 

- neſs of God bis Saviour: To whoſe bleſ-. 1 
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- ſing, chriſtian reader, I now commend _ 
? thee, and am, for his ſake. a 


5 i a oO | 
| Thy friend and ſervant, 1 


f ount · Street, 
April, 1762. 


| Cornelius Cayley. 
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epherd, 
'bis perſon. 4. Q bis 
ts. 7. His 1 
on 'growth in grace 
ſufferings 1 11. The illumi- 
nation of the ſoul; inward opperations of 
the Spirit,. 18. The dangar of human praiſe, 
&c, Page Is 


\ConversaTton. II. 


1. Of. the fount ain of good thoughts and.a ac- 
tions. 6. ence between God, man, 
and devils. 7. Conſideration of the fif- 
ferings of Chriſt ; and alſo of our own. 
9. Grace the fountain of all virtues 9 


with this Shes 
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- ConveERsSAT1oN. III. 


1. The cauſe of the ſouPs trouble. 3. The 
- greatneſs of man's corruption, and impo- 
gence by nature. 6. Of Chriſ''s domi- 
nion over ſouls. 8. Of the love of our 
neighbour. 18. Of the love ang pratiice 
| of godiineſs. 24. Faciliſy of religious pro- 
greſs. Of eh Aenla¹ | 14 
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| ConvERS8ATION IV. 
1. That the — to true evangelical piety fs 
ity of the - ſoul, and communion with 
2. Of true books, and true teachers. 
6. a 14. How to acquire it 


Page 26 


CONVERSATION _ A 


1. Of the laſt judgment, 3. How God will 

be — & and 8 defirable it is 

to thoſe who purely love God. 8. The 
. wonders of that day. 17. The laſt, and 

till greater wanders of the as Ws 48 
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Saraphical SHEPHERD. 


0 f 
3 * , 
« . * A 
* = 


, 


ConvaReATION I. 6 


1. The „ 6 meeting with hi 8 IE and 


deſcription of lis perſon. 
and ſpiritual gifts. 7. His & 
union with God - upon growt 

ſufferings and e 11. The — 
of the ſoul; inward operations 4 the = 
15. 7 be danger of buman hs A hee 


1 Wiſh I had a ſuMcient 2 to re- 


cite at large, (and a ſufficiency of light 
to expreſs) the particulars of an x. 
traordinary bleſſing, the Almighty be. 
. upon me in leaving my own coun- 
: who cauſed me, by his providence, » 
meet with one of the moſt remarkable 
ſons I ever knew; and from whom I Ea 
many wonderful and divine ſecrets. p 
A 2. 


ge, extremely ſimple and 


2. I found in the machine juſt by me a 
youth about eighteen or nineteen years of 

] plain in his 
ſpeech; and without any learning: who 
after having been a ſervant from his in- 
tancy, was now a ſhepherd : but ſo enriched 
and filled with the grace of God; and the 
moſt ſublime ſpirirual gifts and graces, that 
1 never ſaw the like. | * 

3. He was never inſtructed by any but 
God in the ſpiritual life; and yet he en- 
larged to me upon this ſubject, with ſo 
much ſublimity, abundance, and ſolidity, 
that I never heard or read any thing to be 
compared with it. 0 | 
4. As ſoon as I had diſcovered this trea- 
ſure, I ſeparated myſelf from the reſt of the 
company (at meals and at other times) 
that I might be with him alone as much as 
I could. In the intervals of our diſcourſe, 
he was continually in prayer: in which, he 

was very ſublime: the tumultuous agita- 
tions of his paſſions being imperfections 
'as he told me) that had delivered 
im from ; .though in the beginnings of 
his ſpiritual courſe, he was more alive to 


them. 5 


_ His . whole ſoul. appeared to be filled 
with a great ſiinplicity and a profound hu, 


EF Fass 88K 


De feraphical Shepherd. | : 
1 By means of his ſimplicity, I d ſcovered 
many choice ſecrets of his ſoul, whilſt at 
the time his humility ſecreted from 
me many others. 


-5- During the three 1 days we were 
ther,” put him upon diſcourſing on all 


well ſpeculative as od; which he 
did in ſuch a manner, as filled me with: 
aſtoniſhment. ' * 

6. When he perceived nee how! 
much he had ſaid, he would throw himſelf 
down at my feet, to humble himſelf x for 
we frequently got out of the machine and 
walked, that we might converſe with more 
eaſe and leſs interruption.” - 75 

He believed himſelf, and was aſſured that 
he was the greateſt ſinner in the world 
and earneſtly prayed and intreated me to 


think the fame of him. 


7. He diſcourſed me one whole morn- 
ing upon the different degrees of the ſoul's 
intimate union with God; of the com- 
munications of the bleſſed Trinity, dt- 
ſtinctly to be experienced; and of the in- 
concerveable familiarity that God uſeth 


— thoſe whoſe hearts are F by 
th. - 


{He told me alſo of the ſecrets that God 


had communicated to him touching his at- 


tes; and * of his juſtice, upon 


Thaſe _ 


the various particulars of ſpiritual things, 


attainments in grace, but that violent e 


* A Shepherd 

thoſe ſouls who reſted ſhort of the chriſtian 
mark; alſo of the different ranks of. ſaints 
and angels. 

Amongſt other chingy he told me, he 


would not exchange one ſingle enjoyment, 
that he received from God * communion 


with him, for all that the angels in glory, 
ee men _ IG, could beitow upon 


1 told me, that a ſoul that walked in 
the true light, was ſo filled with God, that 
all its motions were under the influence of 

God's power, even extending to the body, 

excepꝶ ſome little wanderings, in which * 

ſoul ſins: theſe were his own words. b 

He told me nothing advances a ſoul 
more than ſelf- Knowledge, and plain deal- 
ing with itſelf in what was not right: that 
it was not ſufficient to pray for the higheſt 


were neceſſary; and that it was people's 
on fault if they did not advance in con- 
queſts over ſelf. 

That it was a great misfortune; that a 
right: uſe was not made of ſufferings, and 
bodily infirmities, in which God had great 
deſigns; . that he united himſelf to the foul 

more perfectly in tribulations, than in di- 
lectations; and that a too ſcrupulous and 
nice care of one's bodily health was a gue 
hinderance to the foul, 


The — oy 
That true prayer conſiſts not in giving 


to God, but in receiving from him; and 
after having received from him, to return 


it back again in love. 


That when the love of God 3 
to a degree of ecſtacy, the ſoul's fidelity 
conſiſts In flying from, and being ſtript of 


all, in proportion as God approaches to 


fall it. 


8. I propoſed to him in the character of 
another perſon, all my own ſpiritual diffi- 


culties: on which he ſo ſatisfactory xeſglyed 


me, that I thought he was an angel. He 
never would promiſe to pray for me, for 
that, he ſaid, was not in his own power; bur 
Dr he would do it when God gave him the 
ability. 


9. ln mort, he diſplayed ſuch a variety 


of excellent ſpiritual matters, that I can 


not put them in writing; and I amn per- 
ſuaded, that theſe three days were more 


profitable to me than many paſt years ot 
my life. 


10. What I found moſt remarkable in 


this youth was, an admirable prudencez * 


and an extraordinary energy and power at- 
tending his words. 


11. He told me that the ſupernatural 


ii. that God pours into. the ſoul, cauſes 


it to fee what it ſhould do, more clearly 
Wa the light of the ſun diſcovers ſenſible 


A 3 objects; 


3 of The feraphical Shepterd. 
objects; and that the multitude of things 


that ſuch a foul diſcovers in itſelf is 
greater than all that is to be found in bo- 
dily nature. That God in all his greatneſs 
dwells (and makes himſelf ſenſibly per- 
2 in che faithful, ſimple, and Pure 
1ou 
12. I urged him to tell me, if nobody had 
- inſtructed him in theſe things ? He ſaid, no; 
and that there were ſome ſouls chat got 
more hurt than good by human teaching. 
That to ſuch ſouls as were under the 
Spirit's teachings, God is alwa s preſent; 
and that he alone dwells in them · and 
that when charity leads them to converſe 
with others, they receive great communi- 
cations from God; and that when in the 
night in their flcep, they loſe very little 
time, being taught then as well as in the 
day. He told me alſo, that though the 
Bible was to be deſtroyed, God had taught 
him enough for his own ſalvation. 
I aſked him how theſe things vere? He 
anſwered, that I knew better than he, and 
that he was the molt ignorant of all people. 
13. He told me that Chriſt had particu- 
larly taught him to excuſe (and brar with) 
his fellow-creatures, and not to be harſh and 
| bitter towards them. 
He told me wonderful things, for the 


conſolation and direction of ſuch, who 
dal Foe - oh, \ were 


The ſeraphical Shepherd. 7 
were drawn after the purſuit of ſpiritual 
things, and yet were hindered by bodily in- 
firmities: that God required of ſuch, much 
patience; after which (if they faithfully 

| ſubmitted to theſe trials) he would preſen dy 
ſet all things to rights again. 
14. One of his moſt elevated diſcourſes 
was, how God works all things in the hearts 
— his children by Chriſt the true and lie- 
ing Word, and of the near relation they 
have to him by his Son, in all their * 
99 and even in their ſufferings. 
15. He told me that men of our pro- 
ten, that did not renounce the pleafure 
of human praiſe, would never truly enjoy 
God: that ſuch perfons are thieves and 
robbers; and that their darkneſs would in- 
creaſe more and more *. 
That the ſmalleſt unprofitable matter 
darkens the ſoul. / 
That which hinders the freedown of the 
ſoul, is a certain habitual diſſimulation 
which reſtrains it. Theſe were his own 
expreſſions. 
At laſt I parted from him, he aſking me 
a thouſand pardons, for having ſpoke with 


Let all miaiſſers of the goſpel (and private chriſtians too) con- 
Baer well of this! and examine themſclves very cloſely in all their 
religious duti-s, whether or no in the {.cr:t of their,fouls, they are 
really ſeeking 10 diſplay God's glory, or th ir (wn. If a man has 
kifts like an angel, and fecks hi own boot he 3 36g 100 71 
God's fight a devil in diſguiſc. 
"> Ka | ſo 


eie graphic! Shipherd. | 
- Jo much pride, he who was ſo incapable to 
| Praiſe and honour God. He faid that it 
did not become him to ſpeak to others by 
words, but by a ſimple and humble be- 
haviour +. He ſaid moreover, that the 
familiarities of God with the foul, 
to be kept in a proper ſecrecy and filence , 
that God willed it ſhould be fo. wy 
16. Indeed 1 found it neceſſary ta uſe 
induſtry to get any thing from him : 
metimes making as if 1 took no notice of 
him; other tices, telling him it was charity 
to entertain me with ſome diſcourſe, as 1 
could not always ſpeak : and then he would 
lay aſide all conſtrajnt, and quite enflamed 
Wich divine love, would ſpeak Pe 
as the Spirit of God gave him ability; 
with much liberty. As ſoon as 1 aſked 
him to pray for me, he would be ſomewhat 
- ſtopped, being extremely humble, and thinks 
ing himſelf the leaſt of all. What I have 
here related contains the ſubſtance of our 
firſt converſation : in which he opened him- 
ſelf much more than he deſigned. ; 
+ Nothing binders the foul's propre ſe more, than a proneneſs to 
tal I Manywhen they oughi to be Jearning u ftillnels at Chriſt 
cer, are laviſhing away what little they have, n noiſe and words. 
will venture to ſay, that the prevailing cuſtom of running on and 
ealking of religious matters, without any degree of ſpiritual ſav6ur, 
. er divine unRion, is very pernicious to the divine life; and grieving 
to the Spirit cf God Let chriſtians learn to put a bridle in (heir 
months Let them know, that though they talk never fo much, if 


tt comes nat from Chriſt's Spirit, it is only m+ 16 ©© vanity and vex- 
ation of ſpirit.” | | | Mp.” 
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Convexzarion u. 
3 and 4 | 


of the founti of good thoug 

Difference between Gad, men, and 
devil. 7. Confideration of the ſufferings of 
Chriſt; and alſo of our own. "iGO 
the fountain of all virtues. - 1 


+, 


HE ſecond converſation I had with 

our Shepherd, he ſpoke to me chiefly 

our daily duties and religious practices. 
2. He told me that every day we ought 

to be looking unto the excellencies of Je- 

os Chriſt; to . adore them and to deſire 
em. 

- the That after we had been never in Jg | 
engaged in earneſtly ſceking after Goth, 
if we received one good ſpiritual thought, _ 
we ought to think ourſelyes well paid; be- 
yond our merit; and that we — to ha- 
nour it as a preſent from paradiſe ; as the 
bread that nouriſhes ſaints and angels. | 
4.̃. He told me that when he propoſcd 

any thing in prayer, he never ſaid, thac 
henceforth he would do ſuch and ſuch à 
good thing, or reſiſt ſuch and ſuch a vice; 
for it was preſumption : But that ke offered 
himſelf unto God as an unworthy inſtru 
ment in his hands, to enable him by his 
Dr 3 grace 


10  Yhe ſeraphical Shepherd, 
grace to reſiſt ſuch a vice, and to do ſuch 
a good action. So that in caſe. he ſucceed- 
ed, he thanked God for accepting and 
making uſe of him; and if he did not ſuc- 
ceed in ſome ſuch deſign, he did not 
| _— - porn uneaſy, -as g was * 0 
r obligation to make uſe of him 
3 «art ts 
5. He told me, that if the devils, after 
a thouſand years ſufferings, could have 
one good thought, they would know it 
came from God; but that their ſeeing 
heaven and happineſs at a diſtance from 
them was the cauſe of. their defpair and 
6. He made an excellent remark touch- 
ing the whole of intellectual nature; as 
containing God, angels, and men: and put- 
ting the good angels in the ſame claſs with 
men, he placed devils in the third claſs, in 
the following order: God, men, and devils. 
He faid, that goodneſs was inſeperable from 
_ God=—his juſtice inſeperable from devils—- 
and pat Eis mercy was inſeparable from 
rr 74 lng too age 
= their own ſtrength. True humility teac es, 10 have no confi- 
in ourſelves ; but to bave our whole dependence upon him 
Kketh in vs Moth o will and to do of his own good pleas 
. Pavl faid, be was not © ſufficient of himſelf to think a 
thought,” and yet be could do © all things through Chriſt 


ngthening bim.“ Though it is r!ght to diſtruſt ourſelves, we 
God ; but confide entirely in him. | 


* 


The ſeraphical Shepherd. re 
angels and men; ſo that nothing but 
| mere mercy of God diſtinguiſhed us 
from devils; and that whatever good _ 
was to be found in angels or men 
devils, they were indebted for the ſame en- 
tirely and alone to the pure mercy of God. 
* ” One thing that ſtruck me with aſto-" 
ment in the diſcourſe of this — | 
was, his ſaying that every time the | 
ings of Chriſt were repreſented' to him, that” 
it was alſo repreſenting to him, that it was 
the Father who judged his Son to die: and 
that he was obliged to adore the juſtice of 
the Father in not ſparing his Son; and chat 
à particular homage was due to God for 
ſuch judgment. Then reflecting upon his 
own finful ſou} and body, he would conh-- 
der the ſorrows and griefs that he might- 
ſuſtain himſelf; and then would adore God: 
for his juſtice in ſo afflicting him : After 
that he would return to conſider the ſuffer- 
ings of the Son of God, both in ſoul and 
body, and adore him for them: then de- 
ſcending again to think of his own ſorrows, 
he would be thankful for them as inflicted: 
by a juſt God. 

8. He ſaid moreover upon this ſubje®,,. 
that it is not enough to adore Jeſus Chriſt: 
in his ſufferings, but alſo we ought to adore: 
his gracious intentions towards us in his 
-ufferings and. death; and every thing 41e 
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| ConraneariON ur. 


1. he 405 of the fout' trouble. 3. The 


greatneſs of mans corruption, " impo- 


n tence by nature. 6, Of Chriſf's domi- 
nion over ſouls, 8. Of the love of © 


7 18. Of the love and 8 


| odlineſs. 24. Facility 'of religious pro- 
Irie G fd. 


8. 


to put into writi 


with my Shepherd already mentioned, 


becauſe it contains 


the moſt ſublime and hidden precepts of 


religion, under the garb of very ſimple 
and plain doctrine in appearance. 

2. Pin this diſcourſe, he told me, that 
many great ſoul-troubles that numbers of 
chriſtians groaned under for ſeveral years, 
were frequently owing to their not being 
ſenſible of being by nature under the 'cap- 


tivity of the law of ſin; and without 


power to any good: and for this reaſon 


It was, that God frequently permitted ſuch "i 


rſons to go. on many years in the ob- 
ſervance of their own rulers, greatly de- 
firing religious progreſs, without being able 
to get the better of any vice; or to ac- 


quire 


the Arabia a. — © 


INCE. the ſecond converſation 1 N 
hold a third ! Shich I hardly know how 


4 : = Ce —— - —— - | 
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* 


quire any deſirable goodneſs. All which 
was in order that they might learn to know 
their own inability; — to ſeek from God 
alone, the. neceſſary 2 to conquer ſin, 
and to acquire tho things which they 


could not fad i in themſelves.® 


3. He convinced me in few words, how 
that to entertain a thought of any power 
or virtue in. ourſelves, was nothing but 
preſumption, deceit and groſs deluſion : 
and thus he proved it. All the power 


that, accompanies the natural being, which 


we derive from Adam, (as it relates to 
the matter of our falvation) is only ſuch 
a power as he had after he had ſinned, (for 

2 begat ſons in his own likeneſs”) which 


8 * This is 2 e of the Shepherd's. For many 
hearts toil and labour, to gather grapes from thorns and figs 

thiflles,”” not conficering that weighty admonition of Jeſus. 
Christ, vis. Firſt, io“ make the tree good, and then the fruit ſhal)- 
be goed. We are made good trees by union with ſeſus Chriſt; and 


then the divine ſap of his bleſſed and Holy Spirit makes s capable 


of © bringing forth fruit unto God:“ yet vot we, but Chriſt wha 
liveth in us, © who is made unto us ot Gor, wiſdom and righteouſ- 
. and ſancꝭ . fication, and redem ption. Oh what a treaſure is Jeſus. 

hriſt! bleſſed be God for Jeſus Chriſt! In the following beaute ous 


lines, I have ſomewhere met with, I will tell thee, 0 reader ! what. 
. Chiift is to me. i 


— 


1s " 


To all my vileneſs, Chrift-is glory bright, 

To all my-miſeries, infinite delight ; 

To all my ignorance, wiſe without con pare,. 

Te my deformity, th' eternal fair. 

$ ght to my blindneſs, to my meanneſi, wealth, 

Lifeto my death, and to my fic kneſs, health 

To darkneſs, light, my liberty in thrall : 

What hall I fay? my Chriſt, my All in All! 

Amen, dns cad 


Wa 1 188 
is only à power to 2 and vice, which, * 
ance peperty fo wen $ and not. power. 
It is eaſy to ſee then, that we are born 
in ſin and and that it is in- 
ble from our nature as touchi 
the ſubſtance of Adam, which is the 
body: and becauſe the ſoul created by God 
(from whom it derived power to do good 
Wh free-will) enters into the ſinful 
dady, it is alſo entangled in the diforder © 
of Adam's fallen nature; by which both 
reaſon and will, are become dark and 
corrupt: ſo that. we ought to conſider 
ourſelves as ſurrounded with impotency .* 
and weakneſs on every ſide.* 2 | 
For which reaſon he ſaid, we ought to Ag 
renounce this deplorable power of Adam, 7 | 
which is in us to our prejudice: and that 
the only way of ſalvation, is to renounce 
that which is of Adam in us, and all that 
we have derived from him, that ſo the 
Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt may be eſtabliſhed 
in its place; as alſo the power, courage, 
grace and light that flow'from this foun- 
tain, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


® When this truth is *xperimentally beard in the heart, then is 
Chriſt and his ſ. lvation as accrptable to the ſoul, as the gentle rain is 
to tie new- mon graſs, Reaver ! if thou knoweft this to be thy caſe, 
zemewber! God bas laid help upon one e even one 
who receives the weary heavy-laden finner, when he hath 
'nothing to pay. For thy further help, I refer thee to what 
. Aavceſt * ſays, vp02 prayer, in his fourth converſation. 


: | 4. It 


| 1 9 . The ſcrapbical Shepherd. 5 
es is neceſſary the Shepherd ſald, to 
e a ä of our miſery, not 
uch as we ſee it (for our eyes flatter = 
* becauſe they are of us) but ſuch s m 
. 6. He faid, that if we had never fo 
* ak, = der to be united to Jeſus 
1 "2 Chri 


ax 2 1 
ns * 


and to be devoted to him, we 
- ſhould: take pleaſure in getting rid of our 
don will and natural propenſities, that 
= ve might be ruled by Jeſus Chriſt; pray - 
ing bim to take the government of our 
= fouls: ſeeing moreover, that by his in- 
carnation and death, he has acquired a Juſt 

a - right over ſinners. 
65 No ſooner had this devout Shepherd 
d theſe laſt words of the right 
* and title that Jeſus Chriſt has acquired 
over us by his death, but lifting up his 
3 eyes to heaven, he remained 
near à quarter of an hour as one deprived 
of all ſenſe. His coming to himſelf I 
waited for with impatience; at laſt, with 
à profound ſigh, he brake forth into the 
= following expreſſions, ©: Since it is ſo, 
nice it is ſo, that the Son of God 
has bought me with his blood, and 
e has won me by his death; and hat by 


5 


© + this blood applied in my favour, vile 

and deſpicable Shepherd as I am! lam | 
an — ſon of the natural Son of 
1 « God; . 


Tu, ſeraphital Shepherd,” 7 
God; I am his own as much, by 
« right "and juſtice, as be is his Father's 


« by nature: inſomuch that as he cannot 


deny that relation without deſtroying 
the dignity of his Father; fo 1, de- 
4 fpicable Shepherd, who am his adop- 
Wed ſon, and over whom, he has gained 
4 ſo abſolute a right, that I cannot deny it, 
or refuſe it without committing IF - 
great injuſtice, and deſtroying, as mue 

'* as in me lays, the greatneſs and excel 
4 lency:of the Son of God conſidered as a 
Mediator and Redecmer. This is the 
< reaſon why we muſt diligently renounce - 
4 and withdraw from every thing that con- 


If then the world by its flatteries draws 
| 12 5 2 


8 i njected into our ſouls; 
2 ba , aq Ker x. allurements, and 
« ſelf - 4b neu gratify ourſelves or 
others; I ſay, if any of thele allure our 
* minds never ſo little from a cloſe attach- 
ment to Jeſus Chriſt, and the right he has 
over us, we mult renounce them all.” 
| bY 2 He ſaid, that as often as the ſoul 
uſes ' any thought, word, or ation, that 

| tends to draw it from its allegiance to 
Jieſus Chriſt, that theſe are ſo many ſacri- 
on, homages and renewing of WY 

2 | ht ich 


4 tradicts never ſo little this perfect right 9 
of dominion that Chriſt has over us. 


with + if the devil by ®. 
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18 The ſeraphical Shepherd. 
Which ſuch perſons own the right and title 
of Chriſt to them, and his dominion over 
Tia muſt we love our neighbour. © 
8. I know not whether this angelical 
Shepherd, in the ecſtacy of his ſpirit, had 
not ſome diſcernment, or charitable fear, 
that my foul was apt to be too ſtrongly 
attached to that which was amiable in the 
creature, to the prejudice of his Redeemer 
for he paſſed from this diſcourſe, ſo excel- 
lently, to the great and ſublime. love 
that Chriſt's right over us required from 
us his due, that I was quite penetrated and 
9. Since then, ſaid he, men and angels 
are become the right and property of 
Jeſus Chrift, they are no longer to live to 
themſelves, but to him; and conſequently 
they may not place their hearts and affec- 
tions upon any creatures, further than it 
is dgrecable to the mind and will of the 
Redeemer. So that I cannot juſtly with- 
draw my heart from Chriſt to put it in 
another's power, nor receive another in- 
ww heart without injuſtice and robbery ; 
_ unleſs upon the following conditions. 1. 
That 1 love a perſon for Chriſt's ſake; 


becauſe he loves him, and takes pleaſure 


to bleſs him. 2. Becauſe he commands 


me to receive and love ſuch a one, as a 
WP #: | member 


r 


The ſeraphical Shepherd. 19 
member of his body. 3. Thar I love ſuch 


a one in the manner S, does : it being na- 
tural to Chriſt, to love in the creature what 
he ſees of his own there, either of nature 
or to grace; he being the ſource of both. 


10. He alſo told me, we have three 


amiable objects; God, our neighbour, and 


_ ourſelves. That we ſhould. love God with 


a reſpectful heart; our neignbour with a 
tenderly mother-like heart; and ourſelves 
with a judge's ſeverity : our ſinfulneſs mak- 
ing this bur juſtice ſo to do. 


11. He told me moreover, chat when IF; 
we ſaw a creature diſpoſed to love and ſerve 


us with an unreaſonable affection, we ſhould 
regret, that a heart that might love God, 
ſhould be ſo taken up with us; and that 


we ſhould be ſorry to occupy that W e 


in fuch a one's heart, that of right belo 


to our glorious ſovereign Lover, and Re. ” = 
deemer Jeſus Chriſt. ' That in order tio 
remedy this evil, we ſhould endeavour to ü 


difplay the fruits of Jefus Chriſt in our 


words and behaviour; that fo, ſuch perſons 
ſeeing in us, ſome features of his beauty, 


might come to love him in us: And thus 
we might be beloved without prejudice to 


our Redremer, . 1 
1132. That which pleaſed me the moſt in 
this diſcourſe of my ſeraphic Shepherd, was 
2 the following concluſion; with which I 5 
9 


,- yp 
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20 - The ſeraphital Shepherd. 

ſo ſatisfied, that I don't think I could have 
à more perfect, eaſy, reaſonable and judici- 
dus method of regulating my love. He 
mentioned to me the compariſon which 
Chriſt, made between our hearts and the 
kingdom of God. Who ſaid to his diſci- 
Sl ples, “ the kingdom of God is within you:“ 
2 Jpon which the Shepherd took occafion to 
obſerve, that the figures and natural fimi- 
litudes which Jeſus Chriſt made uſe of to 
iNuſtrate heavenly things, were very excel- 
Tent and ſuitable to his deſigns ; and that 
it we. lahor to have our hearts formed 
after the model of the kingdom of heaven, 
1 - we ſhould. have both divine and human 
= —alfections, under proper regulations; and 
= The ſenſitive or animal part, would not 

Hinder the more rational and better part. 
13. In the kingdom of heaven, which is 
Me paradiſe, God is willing to admit his crea- 
- ures into fellowſhip with himfelf;” ſo is he 
Willing we ſhould admit others into the 
Iritual Kingdom which is in our hearts. 
In heaven, 12 are freely. admitted who 
are waſhed from their ſins: ſo alſo, ſuch 
may be received into our hearts with Chriſt. 
In heaven, amongſt all the different de- 


ob 50014544" 08-4 5, OASIS 
, 4 , "= 


grees of ſaints, none prefume like Lucifer 

to occuy. the higheſt place; for God reigns 

there as king; tor the ſame reaſon our heart? 
Nis kingdom, and his acquired 


11 


domi- 
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{ dominion; becauſe he not only reigns in our 


hearts, bur is preferred' there, to all thoſe 
whom we have admitted into our love for 


his ſake, that in all things * have | 


the pre-eminence.” 
14. Thus it is allowed us to admit other 
into our affections, that ſo we may altogether 


embrace one another at the adorable feet '* | 


of the King of Love, as children who play 
before their father, or as ſubjects before 
their king; and ſo u and excite each 


other to fall down like Mary Magdalen, 
and to embrace the feet of Jeſus Chriſt our 


Saviour and ſovereign King of Hearts. 

15. We may alſo imagine that he hen 
pleaſure to ſee us united in one deſign to 
pleaſe him ; and waiting to know his com- 


mands, that we may be ready, mutually to 


unite all our power and induſtry to em- 
ploy the . he has beſtowed upon us only 
to his 

in this cod el we may rejoice in Chriſt's 


rule over us; and as one company, behold 


the Redeemer reigning. over each one of us; 


being well ſatisfied that Chriſt pug con- FE 


tinue this kingdom in us. 
16. Finally he told me, that if we found 


Jeſus Chriſt did not reign over us ſo much 


as we wiſhed for, that we ſhould be con- 


| _tinually crying to him, Let thy kingdom yy 
come 15 8 never w_ lo won: = WE 4 1 


e 
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22 The ſeraphical Sbepberd. 

157. In concluding this affectionate diſ- 
courſe he told me, only required theſe 
three things of us. 1. That we ſhould 
prefer eternity to time. 2. The ſoul to 
the body. 3. The Creator to the crea- 
ture: and that all this was ſo reaſonable, 
. that no perſon in his ſenſes could deny it. 


Hi wwe ought to love virtue. 

18. After my ſhepherd had finiſhed his 
_ diſcourſe upon the right method of loving 
the creature, he proceeded to ſhew unto me 
how we ought to love virtue; ſaying, that 
we ſhould not love or eſteem it barely for 
for its excellency in itſelf or in us; this 
being only philoſophical : but that we ought 
to love it, becauſe of its beauty and excel- 
lency in Jeſus Chriſt; and then we loved 
it in a chriſtian manner. For in itſelf, and 
in us (Gngly conſidered) *tis but human and 
natural; but in jeſus Chriſt it is all divine 
and ſupernatural. Love then virtue, be- 
cauſe it is in him, and practice it diligently, 

becauſe Chriſt practiced it. * 
rn 


19. Hence, ſaid he, we come to 
the great advantages which mankind derives 
from the being of Jeſus Chriſt. For as the 
nature of an animal is much more excellent 
in a man, than in a brute, becauſe it is unit- 
<d to a reaſonable foul : ſo men receive from 
Chriſt, a much more excellent being; by 
union with him, then their natural being; Ny 
© 5%. | cau 
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cauſe the human nature in Chriſt, is united 
to his divine nature, which is God. 6 
20. Animal actions are much more no- 
ble, as acted by men, than by brutes; and 
we take more pleaſure in ſeeing them per- 
formed by men than by brutes. 

Thus we may caſily believe that human 
actions are much nobler, as ormed by 
the incarnate Son of God, by men; 
and we ought to take more pleaſure, in 
contemplating them in him, than in them- 
ſelves, or in us, as conlidered ſeperate from 
him. In Jeſus Chriſt all human actions are 
ſanctifſied and divine, becauſe he is God. 
If animals could contemplate their actions, 
as done by man, and could imitate them, 
and do them in the ſame manner as man 
doth, then they might be called reaſonable : 
by this we may ſee how man by contemplat- 
ing human actions as done by Jcſus Chriſt, 
and doing them after that model, ſuch 
actions become ſanctificd; and in a ſenſe 
may be called divine, as being done by 
Chriſt's Spirit: which makes ſuch actions 
done by the ſaints, holy, chriſtian, and ſuper. 
natural ; owing to the relation they have to 
Jeſus Chriſt, which is a great honor, + 


21. He 


+ The apoſtle Paul informs us, that © the firſt man le of the 


earth, earthy: the ſecond man is the Lord from heaven, As is the 


earth:y, ſuch are they alſo that are earthly ; and as is the heavenly, 


ſuch are they alſo that are heavenly, And as we have borne the 
—+ 3h image 
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21. He alſo told me, that God's ſervants, 
in this life, may take ſome recreation in 


honeſt and lawful actions; but in order to 
make them more compleat, we ſhould con- 


fider them ſanctified not in us, but in the in- 
fancy of Jeſus Chriſt ; where they may have 
been in a very perfect manner: and added, 
that if we did theſe things in ſuch a view of 
Chriſt's actions (which were pure, ſimple 


and innocent) it was a way to revive in us 


the holy infancy or ſimplicity of Jeſus.* 
22. From all which, it is eaſy to ſee, 
that our human actions, and our acts of 


moral virtue, have no other excellence or 
perfection, than what they derive from the 


mcarnate Word, our Redeemer; in whom 
are done. With regard to their merit, 
have none, but what they borrow from 
Jeſus Chriſt. It is our priviledge to be 


found doing them; and it belongs to Chriſt 
as judge to approve of them as he ſees fit. 


image of the earthly, we ſhall alſo bear the image of the heavenly,” 


1 Cor. xv. 47, 48, 49. From whence we may learn what an 
amazing- dignity man receives by union with Jeſus Chriſt; when, 


J by virtue of ©* regen-ration, the being born again of incorruptable- 
e 


ed, he no longer lives, but Chriſt lives in him; even that 
„ Chriſt, in whom dwelleth all the fulneſs of the Godhead bodily.“ 


Bleſſed are they who are divinely taught to ſell all lives, to obtain 


this eternal, incorruptable, perfect life of Chriſt in God! 


„When this maxim of the Shepherd's is rightly underſtood and 
racti ſed, it makes the moſt common actions of our lives as fo 
bets of devotion, ** And whaiſfoever ye do in word or deed, do a 


- 


inthe name of the Lord clus, 4 + to. God, and the Father- 
+» by him.“ Coloſſ. tw. 7+ See „ 


1 Cor, 1. 13. 


e 


\ 
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23. He ſaid, we ought every day to pre- 
ſent our actions to Chriſt for his approba- 
tion or diſapprobation; and to be preſſing 
forward, that they might be improving 
more and more. | £ 
24. The end of this ſweet and agreeable 
converſation was, that there were numbers 
of religious perſons, through a trimorouf- 
neſs and weak-mindedneſs, inclined to draw 
back from the right way, through fear of 
the mortification of their nature and ſelf- 


love. But, faid the Shepherd, fear not! for 


God does not require that nature, or the love 
of one's ſelf, ſhould be deſtroyed; far from 
it. For without nature, we ſhould not exift ; 
and without the love of one's ſelf, nature 
could not preſerve its being: but *tis the 
corruption and depravity in our nature by 
original ſin, and the inordinate affections of 
ſelt- love (which cauſe us to ſeek to gratify 
ourſelves contrary to the order and righte- 
oulneſs of God:) 'tis theſe diſorders of 
nature, and ſelf- love that ought to be mor- 
tified and taken away, and not nature or 
ſel f. love, as conſidered ſeperate from theſe 
diforders. I herefore we are to deny our- 
ſelves of all thoſe things which nature or 
ſelf-love may luſt after, contrary to the 
mind and will of God“. | 

B Con- 


» In this may we ſee the goodneſs of God; for whatever is com | 


ary to his will, is contrary to our real welfare. It is a maxim in 


= 
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1. That the” way to true evans 
the purity of the foul, and communion . with- 
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.-- -..- ConversaTtion IV. 


elical piety is 


4 


Cod. 2. Of true books, and true teachers. 
6. Of parayer. 14. How to acquire it. 


lace God favored me with the happy 


meeting and converſe of this Shepherd, 
be delighted me ſo much, that I quitted all 
<ompany, and every thing elſe, to enjoy ſo 
great a priviledge. 

Having heard him diſcourſe upon ſome 
things which my pen is not able to expreſs, 
nor my underſtanding to conceive, and 


- woubting by what ſpirit he might be ani- 


mated. I could nat refrain intreating him 
to tell me, in confidence and charity, by 
What means his ſoul received ſuch heavenly 
Gdricoverics. > ; 

To which without difficulty or delay, he 
4ralingly anſwered, That there was no oc- 
eafton to aſk the way, for that there was no 
other than the purity of the ſoul, and its 
communion with God. For, ſaid he, *tis 


divinity, (wonthy everlaſting remembrance and thankfulnefs) that. 
whatever: God comma nos his creatures to do, or to"abſtain from, he 


bas not only conſulted his own glory but alſo their true bappineſs 
both in time and eternity, True religion is nothing but a bleſſed 
ſcheme of divine Love, to bring back poor man from all his mi ſer- 
#ble wanderiogs, that he may find eternal reſt and peace in God. by 


The ſtrapbical Sbepberd. 7 
by the purity of the looking-glaſsF of the 
_ ſoul, that it remains in quietneſs, and in a 
' ſituation fit to receive upon it, the lumi- 
nous or lightſome face of God, who im- 
prints his image upon it. By which means 
the ſoul comes to know him (ſo far as this 
life will admit) and by the familiar and in- 
- timate communion and intercourſe that it 
has with God, and God with it, the ſoul is 
habituated to that reſpect and purity of be- 
havior and words, as is molt fitting the 
court of ſuch a Prince, and the affairs and 
myſteries that are there carried on. And it 
is owing to this, that a ruſtic Shepherd, like 
myſelf, may become an eloquent divine: 

for in this royal academy I am inſtructed. 
2. I aſked him, if he had not made uſe 
of ſome ſpiritual book, or ſome inſtructor 
or teacher? He ſaid yes; but that he made 
uſe of both in the Fountain, and had left 
the, ſtreams. That his fpiricual book vas 
e che holy goſpel, and that his teacher wits the 
M Author of it. He ſaid, he had ſome defirc 
o to make uſe of the directions of men, but 
ta . UE had obſerved, that what one builr up, a- 
is Y nother pulled down which made him judge 
+ Who can help admiring here, the b a tifvl and unadotned fim- 
bd plity! of this paſſige! ii ſcems to be, an excellent comment 
upon the two following paſſoges of ſeripture — I sd are the 
od © pure in beart, for they mall ſee Ged.“ Matt. v. $8. And this: 
„We al} with open (or unveiled) face, benolden, a+ in a lonk ing- 
dre "abt, the glory of 82 ate changed into the fame i image from 


| gory. to glg.“ &c,. 3 | 
r B 2 „ "Ghas* 


28 The ſeraphical Shepherd. 
| tat ſuch a contrariety of opinions could 
not proceed from the Spirit of God, which is 

- not contrary to itſelf; and for this reaſon he 

applied himſelf to the firſt and beſt Teacher, 
and to the ſpiritual directions he hath left 
in the ſcriptures. 

3. For, ſaid the Shepherd, fince prayer 
is ſo noble an action, that it dignifies thofe 
that practice it, by the familiar converſation 
Which it allows them in the court of the 
King of glory; and ſince the Son of God, 
the King of ages, it comes to converſe with 
men, and has ſo highly praiſed with recom- 
- mended prayer, that in his directory “, he 
continually teaches, that we muſt pray, and 
without ceaſing. It is not likely that he 
ſhould forget to teach us the way and man- 
ner, how we ought to govern our ſpirits in 
this academy and royal court. So that hav- 
ing found the method very clear and plain; 
and which alſo Chriſt confirmed to me by 
his own example, I thought I ought to fol- 
low it, and advance by his directions; and 
if | could not advance by theſe, I thought 
[ ought never to expect it from the direc- 
tions of men, who are generally bigotted 
to their own opin ons. 

4. I do not ſay this to reje& or deſpiſe 
th- reading of good books, or the directions 
or underltanding and experience men in 


* N. B. ſh: name our Wee 


L ö e 


ſpitit- 
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ſpiritual things: for both may be very uſe- 
ul in their proper places. But (ſaid the 

Shepherd) I anſwer you ſimply, as to what 
relates to myſelf; and to let you know, that 
Jeſus Chriſt inſtructs me more by his own 
ſayings and actions recorded in the ſcrip- 
tures z and inſtructs me better how to pray 
by the Spirit of his grace, than all the books 
and teachings of men in the world can do. 
I ſpeak of ſuch men, who, not following the 
light and inſtinct of the divine Spirit, are 
led by their own ſpirits ; and pretend, never- 
theleſs, to tie ſouls to their modes and 
opinions : which being contrary to the di- 
vine conduct, do much more hinder and 


kad ſouls out of the way, than they prolit 
or help them *. i; | 


Tini is a very juſt remark, For how many that take vron 
them to inftrut vihers, are angry when Jcſus Chriſt lea”s their 
pupils beyond the ſcanty meaſure of their cules, Again, bow many = 
rom deny the teachings of God in their own (and others} fouls, 

uſe they do not agree with the opinion of ſome man, whom thy 
have ſet up as an oracle inſtead of jeſus Chriſt, But I beſcech all 
miniſters, of every denomination, to fuffcr Jefus Chriſt to teach bis 


children as he pleaſes; and to take care, that whiiſt they are helpers 


of ſouls, they do not preſume to have dominion over their faith: a 


thing the apoſtles themſelves would not do. And again, I beſeeck al. 


People, of every denomination, that whilſt they honor the ſer- 
vants of Chriſt, fill to rember their Maſter, and to look water | 
men to the great teacher, Jeſus Carift, ss this honeſt Shepherd did. 
Miniſters are but undee-tuiers to Jeſus Chriſt, and they ſhould rejoice 
when their ſcholars are ripe for their Matters teachings, by the im- 


' mediate anointings of his bleſid Spirit; which often 1nftrufts mare 


in one moment, than all the miniſters in the world can do in all 
their lives put together. See Jobn vi. 45. | 


- 


hn. 
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"Therefore I leave every one to their own 


' liberty, But I earneſtly wiſh that thoſe 


who conduct fouls, may themſelves firſt be 


conducted by God's Spirit, and be entirely. 


diſintereſted ; and that they may take care 


their inſtructions agree with God's inſtruc- 


tions: and in this manner lead thoſe fouls 
who have choſen them for guides. Bur for 
my part, ſays the Shepherd, converſing in- 
wardly with God, and outwardly with my 
ſheep and little lambk ins (who don't hinder 
me but inſtruct me many ways). I ſee no 
need to go in the City to ſeek for that which 
I find God gives me in the country and in 
toltnde, 8 EP 
5. I aſked him, by what ſteps he was 


firſt introduced into this way, and continued 
to grow therein; praying him to inſtruct 


me; and that I would follow the ſame, not 
as the inſtruction of man, but of God by 


Tou will ſoon know, ſaid he, the right 


inſtructor in this exerciſe. If it was a mor- 


tal, ſinful man (however eminent he might 
be) his inſtructions might meet with ſome- 


thing in your ſpiritual or corporal nature, 
not diſpoſed to receive them: and if you 
did receive them, it might be through a 
conſtrained  fubmiſſion to the man, which | 
would be an unnatural violence, rather than 
a ſweet alluring. But if the inſtruction. 
comes 


proof. 


e ſerapbical Shepherd. at 
comes from God (as God is the Creator f 
ſouls, and the Father of our underſtandings 


and wills), you will perceive it eaſily take 


lace in you; and your ſoul will be ſo far 
— finding an oppoſition, that it will be 
much pleaſed with it: the foul perceiving 
itſelf 6 highly dignified and bleſt by it, in 
all its operations, that it will think elf - 
created on purpoſe for the practice of it. 
Receive then from me what follows, as a. 


. Inſtruction for prayer. © | 
6. Before I applied myſelf to prayer, 1 

wanted to know what prayer was: and 

ſeeking for it in my directory, compoſed by 


the Son of God, I learned that it was no- 


thing elſe, but the intercourſe of the ſoul 
with God: and that when Chritt went to 
pray, he did nothing but withdraw apart, to 


ſpeak to God his Father. From whence 1: 


diſcovered two forts of prayer; or two man- 


ners of diſcourſing with God. One ia 
praiſing and adoring him for his perſections; 
the other in inaking requeſts to him For 
ſometimes the Son of God lifting his bod ih- 
eyes to heaven (to teach us to lift up ike; 
eyes of our ſouls), bleſſed and praifed, and 


gave thanks to his Father, on account of 
his proper excellencics (and that in- us is 
adoration). Then at other times, he prayedy 
that he would glorify his name; and in hs; 


© „ 0 


\ 


iy 
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8 ture; as 


curſing with Go 


— 


-  *agohy he prayed to be delivered from evil, 
laying, If it be poſſible, let this cup paſs | 


from me,” &. 
7. As ſoon As I gained the knowledge of 


theſe two forts of prayer, as contained in 
this exerciſe, I caſt my thoughts upon all 


intellectual creatures, as angels, men, and 
devils, to ſee if they were all capable of 


prayer. And that I might more eaſily diſ- 


tinguiſh their capacity, I ranged them under 


three claſſes, viz. ſimple, or mere creatures ;., 
ſinners; and adopted children of the Son 


of God. - 
8. Conſidered ſimply as creatures, I ſaw 


none of them were _ of prayer, as 
including praiſe; for ſuch prayer bein 


a 
familiar diſcourſing with God; and ſuch ; I 


miliarity implying. ſome equality, it was 
evident the + 7 OA was too great between 
the Creator and the creature. £2” 
Nevertheleſs, becauſe poverty, indigence, 
and neceſſity, are inſeparable from the crea- 
neſs, riches, and abundarce, 
rable from the Creator; every 
nable creature may uſe that ſort of 


Prayer which conſiſts in aſking and implo- 


relief from the Creator. 


9. Conſidering them, ſecondly, as ſinners, 
no creature is capable of the ſecond ſort of 
prayer; which is 1 a familiar diſ- 

upon his pertections, 
with | 


a 


= 
> rr 


. 


with ack 
' other graces. As for the devils, their ſpi- 


to receive one 
which God never pours into ſuch filthy 
veſſels. And as for ſinful men, who are in 
their natural eſtate, and wallowin 
mire of ſin, 


they partake. of the darkneſs of 


devils; and as they are dead, and ſeparated 


from God, they have no right to familiarity 
and converſation with him : and if, in their 
obſtinacy, they attempted to h the 
throne of the divine Majeſty, the good an- 
gels would keep them back as they do the 
vilsz and they would ſoon return to the 
darkneſs of the creature, to which their 
hearts are diſorderly glued : and inſtead of 
divine things which they thought raſhly to 
draw from heaven, the diſorderly objects of 
the earth would ſurround their underſtand- 
ings with their dark images, with which 


kits are too impure, and buried in darkneſs, 
thought from heaven ; - 


in the 


* 
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and adoration, and' 


they would be obliged to take up their A 


ſatisfaction, 
But ſinners may nevertheleſs be admit- 


ted to this bleſſed communication, if they 


come as penitent publicans, ſupplicating 
for the grace from which they ſee they are 
fallen by their crimes; condemning them- 
ſelves for the ſame, and renouncing them- 
ſelves at the feet of the Creator and Re- 
deemer Jeſus Chriſt. 42 85 
. B 5 10. Con- 
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10. Confidering the "thirds cla, viz. 
| 2 chriſtians, and members united to che 
Son of God, we enter into the ſame rights, 
that he has to preſent himſelf to his Father; 
to converſe familiarly with him; to 1 | 
4 to him, and to receive his anſwer”rs. | 
11; When then I was affured that re- 
pang fin- (by reaſon of its hindering me 
by its darkneſs, and becauſe of the hatred 
and diſdain that God has to it) I might with 
a humble confidence in the blood of his natu- 
ral Son (by means of whom I am an adopted 
ſon) preſent myſelf to the Father, and im- 
prove my unlearned ſpirit at the i 
court; and that I might be admitted to con- 
verſe with him, I then ſet about conſidering 
the ſubjects proper to employ myſelf with 
Sod; fearing that if | preſented myſelf before 
his eyes, without being well agreed with him, 
that I ſhould either remain dumb with: — 
before fo great a power, or be obli 
entertain him with ſuch ruſtic, ſimple dil 
cCourſes, as were unbecoming his dignity. 1 
went then to ſcek my leſſon in my ſpiritual 
directory, where, upon the opening of a leaf 
in the Revelations, I found what I wanted, 
« book written, within and without.“ 
12. This little book without, repreſented 
to me the Creator; and within, the Re- 
deemer. When I ſaw this, I wanted no 
other book. 1 * took ents 
. erd” 
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herd's crook, and following my flocks in 
the paſtures, I ſaid to myſelf, I need no 
other light to read the outſide of this book, 
but the ſun; which diſcovering to me this 
great world, makes me ſee the wonderful 
— of the perfections of God ; and as 
to the inſide of the book, I need no other 
light than the light of faith; which diſ- 
covering Jeſus Chriſt to my ſoul, makes me 
ſee the remarkable fruits of his glorious ex- 
- cellencies, ſuch as 8, love, and mer- 
cy, with all the virtues which he divinely 
13. And being thus far fo well inſtruct- 
ed, there remained nothing more than to 
know, to which of the three divine Perſons, 
1 ought to preſent myſelf; and in what 
manner I ought to begin. I immediately 
went to ſearch in the book of my ſovereign 
Director, and obſerving what he did, and 
what he taught others to do, I found, that 
it was to the eternal Father I muſt addreſs 
wyſelf, as to the Fountain of all being, and 
Father of all light. e 
Behold how Chriſt ſpake and addreſſed 
himſelf to his Father: Father, glorify 
thy Son; Father, I thank thee; Father, If 
it be poſſible, let this cup paſs from me,; 
Father, forgive them; my Father, into thy 
hands I commend my ſpirit ;”* and thus he 
gave up the ghoſt praying to his Fathex. 


Se- 


— 


i . 
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in my name, he will give it you.“ There 


4. 


See alſo hom be inſtructed his diſciples 
who aſked him how to pray. Say (ſaid be) 


eee heaven hallowed 


be thy name.” And in another e he 
ſaĩd, that « whatſoever ye aſk of the Father 


remains then only to ſhow you in what 


ee Ton a ny 


. — . before the 
to diſcourſe with him of his 


14. In 
eternal 


Proper — — it is neceſſary to do it 
with very great purity of intention; which 


he only to be with a view to know the 
cradle and adorable ions which 2 | 


in him, with a deſign to praiſe, glorify, ho- 


nor and adore God in them; and above 


all, offering yourſelf to God, to be cloathed 


with ſuch a degree of the ſpirit of er, 
as he fees fit; whether it be — 2 


with diſtraction, dryneſs, troub — reſt. 


15. Your intentions being thus purified, 
muſt then begin to — with the 
ather eternal. And in order to do this, by 
no means preſent yourſelf before his eyes in 
your own perſon; nor ſpeak to him in your 


on name. 


You muſt be introduced to God under 
theſe three titles: 


1, In the perſon of his Son. | 
. 2. 4" 


0 : 
* » 


1 


Behold a beautiful 


- Efau's | 
right to him) and through favor the 


by [penn to and diſcourſe with him, we wa. 
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| ; 2, In the ſpirit of his Son. 


In the truth of his Son. 

- Firſt, in the perſon of his Son. Becauſe 
we have no right to approach the Father, 
but by him, and being cloathed with him. 
| figure we have of this in 
the ſcripture: Jacob, defiring the bleſſing 
from his father Iſzac, durſt not approach 
him without being covered with his brother 
garments (who had yielded up his 


ſmell and perfume thereof, he obtained the 
bleffing from his father. 1s not this what | 
St. Paul means, when he faid : ! Put ye on; 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ?” | 


16. We muſt then preſent ourſelves. to © 


the Father in the name and perſon of the 
Son. And if he aſks who we are? we muſt 
anſwer without fear of lying (after the ex- 
ample of Jacob, who ſaid to his father, I 


am thy ſon Eſau), we belong to thy Son: 


*tis he that lives and ſpeaks in us, with 
which God is well pleaſed : for the offeri 
up of his incarnate Son, for the love an 
ſalvation of men, is an offering ſo agreeable 
and acceptable in his eyes, that it cannot be 
refuſed ; and there is nothing that the voice 
of Chriſt's blood aſks of his Father that can 
be denied. 


Thus coming to appear before God, 


call 


_ 
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call to mind his Son Jeſus Chriſt; and be- 
ing ſo near us, we muſt give him our pol- 

Tuted being, ſins and vileneſs; and ſheltering 

ourſelves in his perſon; and being united 
+ - there, as members of the body to theirthead, 
we are hereby qualified to the fame tight as 
he has to hold communion with the Father; 

and thus in his name, and covered with his 
* garments the Father cannot reject us. 

17. When we come to the Father in 
this manner, he does not look upon, nor 
hear us, vile and unworthy as we are in 
© ourſelves ; but looks upon, and hears his 

K Son who is >a us; to whom we have 

bmĩtted and reſigned up ourſelves, that 
„ve might be e ee into him, and be 
Put in full poſſeſſion of his perſon, and con- 
Formed to his will. 

We muſt then appropriate — cloath 
ourſelves with the perſon. and merits of Je- 
ſus Chriſt (not our own, nor our own ſuffi- 
2 ciency) to have audience with our heavenly 
A” Father; ; for the Son has merited i it for us. 


calls "The Spirit of his 909. 

+: 38, In the ſecond place, we. muſt come 
before the Father, in the Spirit of his Son. 
This the Son himſelf as a good director, 
taught the Samaritan woman, ſaying, that 
the true worſhippers muſt worſhip God in 
 Apiritandi in. much. Our own ſpirit is too 
Heibly 


4 3 
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fleſhly and diſproportioned to God, to carry 
on an intercourſe with him as we ought to 
do by our natural thoughts and diſcourſes: 
ſince, as St. Paul ſays, we are not ſuffi- 
cient of ourſelves to think a good thought ;” 
but that * all our ſufficiency is of God.” . 
To have intercourſe with God, we need a 
divine ſpirit, to form in our underſtandings, 1 
thoughts worthy of him; and in order to 4 

have a divine ſpirit, we muſt renounce the 
baſeneſs of our own ſtudicd diſcourfes, and 
aſk of Jefus Chriſt that holy, divine, and 
eloquent ſpirit, with which, whilſt here on 
earth, he himſelf addreſſed his Father. It © 
is not neceſſary to know whether we have 
zhis ſpirit before we begin; it ſuffices that | 
we give up ourſelves to it in faith and ſim- 

plicity, that it may poſſeſs and conduct us, 
according to its own operations “. 1 


Many have been the diſputes, whether we ought to know we | 
have the Spizit of God or not, before we begin to pray; but there 4 
is no occaſion to diſpute about it? becauſe the different diſpenſationg = ©} 
Touls are under, make a material difference in this and many ſuck _. 7 
caſes ; ſo that it is as fooliſh to lay down one rule for all, as it is to ec 
make clothes for people of various fizes, by one meafure, What the | 
Shepherd ſays is right, and is good advice: hut that he may not he 
miſunderſtood, take notice, he is ſpeaking of beginners in chriſtianity, 
For it is matter of fact, chriſtians ought to preſs forward to that ſtate, 
* where they may come te know when they are called of God to pray, 
and when to be ſtill: and a great privilege it is. But, as [ ſaid de- 
fore, the different difpenſations ſouls are under, make a difference in 
the ruje ; fo that he that goes to pray, before he knows he has the 
Spirit, and he that does not do it, till he knows he has the Spirit, 
may both be right, and in their places, and ought not to judge op 
another z but rather'learn © to keep the unity of the Spirit in 
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The replica! Shepberd. 
3. The truth of che Son. 
19. We muſt worſhip God in truth, and 
be cloathed with the ſpirit of ' faith and 
truth: and we are then cloathed' with it 
when we contemplate. a myſtery or ſome 
divine perfection (not according to our na- 
tural underſtanding of it, which is too low 
and baſe, and no ways proportioned to it) 
but as the myſtery or perfection is in itſelf; 
and according to its own dignity and merit 
as it appears 1n the light of faith : in which 
light we are cloathed with Truth; and fo 
contemplate theſe things, not by natural or 
human ideas, but as they appear in them- 
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ſelves in ſpirit and in truth. 


20. And now behold how the ſoul is 
_ raiſed to worſhip and adore God. The un- 


degpſtanding being cloathed with the Spirit, 
and with the true light of the Son of God 


{which is faith) it is ſweetly drawn to me- 
ditate, and conſidering ſome of the virtues, 
- Properties, and. excellencies of God, in the 
perfections of 1 1 ſuch as goodneſs, 
beauty, power, wiſdom, love, purity, glory, 
&c, it fads ſome one of thele faſten u 
it more ſtrongly than the reſt : then the ſoul 
| ſtops to contemplate it with admiration. 


Auch this one may calFcontewplation, where 


the underſtanding is taken up with admiring 
the perfections of God, without 9 or 
. | di 1— 
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diſturbance. Laſtly, the affectionate power 
of the ſoul, which 1s the will, makes uſe of 
this enlightened underſtanding ; and aſſiſted 
by it (as a ray of light), ſhe gains a happy 


pa and entrance into theſe divine 
te&tions, which ſhe underſtands and con- 
templates; where, being introduced, the 
will procceeds to perform its part, rendering 
homage to theſe perfections which ſhe adores 
in her Creator, where being (as I ſaid be- 
tore) entered in by affection, ſhe ſees herſelf 
cloathed and partaker of theſe divine quali- 
ties, 2 Cor. iii. 18. And moreover, per- 
ceiving them flowing from God (like the 
ſun-beams) upon = whole creation, ſhe 
lows the — ſo that ſhe adores 2 
orious ections as appear in 
imſelf, — alſo as — port of him 
in all his works. And by this means finds 
the glory of God covering the eacth alſo x 
the creatures themſelves aſſiſting ſuch a ſoul. 
21. Alſo in like manner meditating upon 
the virtues and natural and ſu apernatural 
perfections of the humanity of Jeſus Chriſt ; 
paſſing into and being . with them 
we adore them in him, and out of him, as 
in his children in whoſe hearts he is formed. 
In this laſt action and happy paſſage of the 
will conſiſts true prayer. And this is truly 
to worſhip God in the perſon, in the ſpirit, 
and in the truth of his Son, 
= 22. And 
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22. And if, for your ſpiritual ſatisfac- 
tion, you deſire to know practically the 
Spirit with which the Son adored and 
prayed, and addreſſed his Father, behold 
him in his agony praying in the garden; 
and I am perſuaded you will fee in your di- 
rectory how you ought to be covered with 
this Spirit in your prayers. When he was 
in ſorrow, through the ſight of his enemies, 
his torments and his death, his ſpirit entered 
into the virtue of patience, with-which he 
covered him ſelf, and the more fo as the 
trouble of his ſenſes ſeemed to increaſe. 
If ſuch things happen to you, enter into and 
ſeek to be covered with the ſame Spirit. 
When Chriſt was refuſed his requeſt, he 
cloathed himſelf with the ſpirit of humility 
and reſignation, in which he remained be- 
fore his Father. When he was comforted 
by an angel, he entered into and cloathed 
himſelf with the ſpirit of juſtice and righte · 
ouſneſs; making uſe of this conſolation 
only for the end for which it was given, 
that he might be ſtrengthened courageoully 
to endure the croſs. 1 
23. Above all take care to remain in 
that ſituation conformable to the ſpirit with 

which you may perceive yourſelf cloathed, 
(whether it be humility, ſufferings, Joy, 
ſadneſs, love, or whatever ele it may be) 
by being conformed: to the divine 1 
1 1 
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Thus Jeſus Chriſt remained in the ſituation 
conformable to the ſpirit which poſſeſſed 
him, whether it was joy or ſorrow, &c. and 
as his pure ſoul knew that it was God's 
Spirit that led him and directed him into 
theſe different eſtates, he reſignedly ſubmit- 
ted himſelf unto the ſame, adoring this 
Spirit of God in him (however rigorous a 
director it ſeemed to be) by renouncing his 


own will and conforming himſelf to the will 
of his Father. | 2 


24. Imitate then Jeſus Chriſt, ſince he is 
the ſovereign director and leader of ſouls, 


and you ſhall be aſſured to have the true 
ſpirit of prayer, and you will not be un- 
happy with any thing by which you may 
be proved and tried: on the contrary, all 


things ſhall work together ſor your good; 


and you will alſo come to enjoy thoſe lights 
and underſtandings which you have admired 
in me, without having conſidered that it is 
not our own induſtry, but the alone perſon 


and ſpirit of the Son of God, which merits 


for us this grace, and familiar acceſs to the 
Father of lights, | 
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CoNVERSATION V. 


1. Of the loſt judgment. 3. How God will 
Be plorified therein; and how defirable it is 
to thoſe who purely love God. 8. The won- 
ders of that day. 17. The laſt, and ſtill 
greater wonders of the ſame day. | 


Appening about this time to meet with 

a prophecy of the world's being near 

at an end, I ſhewed it to our Shepherd; who 
having heard it read, ſhewed in his counte - 
| nance and actions, an extraordinary joy, ſay- 
ing ſoftly to himſelf, whilſt I was reading it 
O that it was this day! O that it was this 
day! Which made me aſk him when I had 
done, why he did not weep and tremble in- 
ſtead of rejoicing, ſeeing that the greateſt 
chriſtians have dreaded the laſt day, becauſe 
of the general judgment that then will be; 
where there will be no more place for mercy? 
To which he made me an anſwer ſo excellent 
and elevated, and allo ſo ſenſible and affec- 
tionate, that it will remain in my heart as 
long as I live, as matter of aſtoniſhment. _ 
2. He told me, that thoſe chriſtians who 

dreaded that day, being excited only. with 

a ſclt-intereſted love, concerning thoſe that 
were loſt (among which number they did 

pot know but they might be included) 


which 
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which made them only reflect upon the 
ſeverity of the judge, and the miſery af the 
wicked. But as for me, ſaid the Shepherd, 
renouncing the intereſt that my ſelf- love 
might cauſe me to take, either in their loſs 
or mine, I eſpouſe ſimply the intereſts of 
the judge, and the great advantages that he 
and his clect will obtain in that day; I 


think I ſhould have no love for this juſt 


and lovely judge, if I did not defire, yea, 
paſſionately deſire that day, in which all his 
deſires will be accompliſhed upon angels 
and men. 
3. I tell you moreover, that this ſecond 
coming of the Redeemer, ought to be in 
ſome ſort more earneſtly deſired than his 
firſt was by the ſaints of old; for the great 
advantages that this ſecond coming has be- 
yond the firſt. In the firſt coming, it ap- 
peared that the Son of God had laid aſide 
his dignity and glory, as St. Paul fays, 
He emptied himſelf, taking upon him 
the form of a ſervant.” It appeared alſo, 
that he had renounced his great riches, en- 
tering into our poverty, and covering him- 
ſelf with the ſhame and confuſion of finners: 
and what is yet more, he really denied him- 
{elf (the ſpace of thirty-three years, that he 
lived in this world) of that glory which his 
inferior nature, both ſoul and body might 
Jultly claim, by virtue of the union and in- 
| | | diſloluble 
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diſſoluble marriage of his humanity with 
the glorious Word. On the contray, in I ha 
this ſecond coming, he will appear in full W v! 
poſſeſſion of the double glory both of I me 
ſoul and body, no more covered with the I tl 
filth of ſinners, or the infirmities of. this Wl | 
mortal life; but perfectly living and reign- I ch. 
ing in bis. proper majeſty, glory, power, MW ( 
* authority of God his Father. ſta 
In his firſt coming, he came only an 
"Sy men, to be judged by them, and to ſub- 
mit to all the rigour of their unjuſt judg- ſtr 
merits to his ſorrow : But in his ſecond MMI *'* 
coming, he will come for himfclf. and pre- m. 
ſent himſelf to all men and angels, to be W ©2 
their judge, and his judgment of them will WM ha 
be for the ſetting off, and illuſtration of his WE *: 
own honor and glory. up 
. And not only fo, but I have this fur- WI 
"her to fay, that as we are by command MW * 
obligated to love Jeſus Chriſt more than te! 
 ourlelves, under the double title of Creator 10 
and Redeemer, and to prefer his intereſts da 
to ours; we ought to love his ſecond com- 
ing with a very particular love, ſince all the 
intereſts and glory of Jeſus Chrilt our Ke- 
deemer is contained in it. 
6. If you knew, ſaid the Shepherd, the 
glorious actions that will be wrought in 
that day, you would deſire it as much as J. 


And would to God, that all men, in the 
world, 
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world, and eſpecially chriſtians and miniſters, 
had but the leaſt of that knowledge of it, 
which his great goodneſs has beſtowed on 
me! then they would have no meditation in 
their hearts more ſweet than that day. But 
believe that the Divine Wiſdom hides 
theſe things from the wiſe of the world, 
(who are blind in their own natural under- 
ſtandings) to reveal them to the molt ſimple 
and ordinary perſons, ſuch as myſelf. 

7. Theſe abrupt words, gave me the 
ſtrongeſt deſires to know the Shepherd's par- 
ticular thoughts concerning the day of judg- 
ment; and having prevailed with him to 
communicate to me the diſcoveries that God 
had given him (of which I hoped to'make 
a good uſe), he made me fic down by him 
upon the ground; and raking hold of me 
with one haad, and pulling off his hat with 
the other (that he might ſpeak of. this myſ- 
tery with more reſpect) he begun in the fol- 
lowing manner to declare the order of that 
day's glorious tranſactions, fo much dreaded 
by the world, and ſo much deſired by him- 
0 2 ö ä 0 2 


8. Firſt, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt will pre- 


ſent himſelf to men, angels, and devils, to 
be acknowledged as their univerſal judge, 
as well thoſe who ſhall be on earth at his 
coming, as thoſe whoſe bodies have been 
buried from the firſt creation of the world. 

f | | The 
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good will, but by force. The angels will 


that Jeſus Chriſt preſents himſelf to you, to 
Join yourſelf to him, and entering into his 


| tereſts, proteſt to give the blow where he 


of Adam; at leaft, every thing that hath 
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Let your zeal then be joined to his: give 
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The devils will not acknowledge him with 


do it with joy. The wicked will be found 
in the rebellion of devils; and the ele in 
the ſubmiſſion of angels. Join yourſelf chen 
even now to theſe; and imagine to yourſelf 


be acknowledged the Judge of the univerſe; 
zeal and inclinations, and eſpouſing his in- 


will give it, to deſtroy what he will deſtroy, 
and to incline to what he inclines to. 
9. Secondly, he will deſtroy the old world 


ſerved to his corruption ſhall be then changed. 
New heavens, new earth, new ſun, new moon. 


« Behold, ſaith he, I make all things new.” 


yourſelf to him, and all that is impure in | 
this world of Adam: and immediately c- e 
nounce thoſe things which mankind and and 


yourſelf have made uſe of to offend him; ¶ vel 
ſince God will utteriy deſtroy them. boc 
10. Thirdly, after having deſtroyed and WM whi 


perfected the old world, he will deſtroy in ¶ tho 


us all the diſorders of Adam, which is the WW wh. 
old man, Give yourſelf then, even this W his 


hour, into his almighty hands; and, being I fan; 
of one mind with him (full of a juſt anger Bl tak 
againſt all thoſe diſorders that he and you BY in ; 


know 


The ſeraphical Shepherd. 49 


know to be in yourſelf, and that he will de- 
troy in the laſt day) begin now in his ſtrength 


to join in this deſtruction, before it is too 


late: and this is to deſtroy the kingdom of 
Adam, : 

He will deſtroy the dominion alfo, that 
. then) the devil hath had upon the elect, 
y the fin of Adam, and the corruption that 
was born with them. 2 

He will alſo deſtroy the power of the fleſh, 
nſomuch that the ſpirit will from thence- 
forth begin its reign and dominion over the 
leſh, Seek then from this very hour, that 
this dominion may begin over the fleſh : and 
if it ſeems difficult, apply yourſelf to Jeſus 
Chriſt by faith, that ſo, being fortified by 


dis Spirit, you may at the leaſt diſallow of | 


the dominion of ſenſe, and not give up your 
liberty to it. | 

He will deſtroy the dominion of death 
(Which begun almoſt as early as the world), 


and life will then begin, never to end, as 
vell over the reprobate as the elect, the 


bodies ſhall then be united to the ſouls, to 


which they were formerly companions; _ 


though with this difference, that thoſe, 
Whotn God hath taken their lives away in 
his Juſtice, will have them reſtored in the 
ame juſtice; but thoſe whole lives were 
taken away (and their fins with their lives) 
a nercy, in the fame mercy, God will give 
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them his grace and glory, with that eterna} 
incorruptible life which is himſelf, 

11, But forget not to remark, and to 
adore in Jeſus Chriſt that Fountain from 
whence he draws his life; out of the abun- 
dance and fulneſs of which he recovers the 
whole. univerſe from death, and eſtabliſhes 
in it a life that is permanent, and eternal, 
The fountain of this world's light is the 
boſom of the ſun; and the fountain or 
ſource of the life of Jeſus Chriſt is the bo- 
ſom of the Father, from whence he receives 


the eternal eſſence as his life: ſo that, by 


ſtreaming forth a ray of his eternal life into 


the dead, he cauſes them to live in him and 


by him; and Chriſt, being inſeparable from 
the Father, by this means will cauſe them 
to live by him to the Father: for this rea- 
ion he calls himſelf, “ the reſurrection and 
the life.“ And St. Paul alſo teaches the 
ſame thing, ſaying, For we are dead, but 
our life is hid with Chriſt in God: and 
when Chriſt who is our life ſhall- appear, 
we ſhall appear with him in glory :” that is, 


this Son, this eternal life will, by infuling | 


and communicating his life in us, make us 
like himſelf; and we ſhall, by this means, 
poſſeſs a life, which proceeds from the ſame 
wurce or fountain as his own. 

12. Who then in the leaſt degree can 


love Jeſus Chriſt, and not wiſh for this days 


In 
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in which he will have the ſatisfaction to ſee 
Chriſt's life reign over death? Let us then 
adore, every day, that life in Jeſus Chriſt, 
by which he will quicken the whole univerſe. 
For my part (ſaid the Shepherd) after hav- 
ing adored this divine life. which will reign 
over death, I renounce mine entirely as a 
life that is not worth naming; and I pray 
my Redeemer and Judge to take away from 
me all diforderly affection, that I may find 
tb this living death, or dying life, giving 
myſelf up to him to enter now in ſome mea- 
ure into that new life (never to be inter- 
upted by death) in which I begin the firſt 
ct of my eternal adoration that I deſire may 
tever be interrupted. es mr 

12. Chriſt, having reſtored life to all the 
dead, he will give ſentence of condemnation 
ud ſalvation reſpectively to angels, men 

and devils. He will confirm the angels in 
their happineſs, and devils in their miſery 
de will alfo give to the wicked an everlaſt- 
ng dying life, and to the predeſtinate an 
eternally living flouriſhing life. 

14. Conſidering that this is the caſe, I 
adore with all my heart the ſentence that 
vill proceed from the mouth of my judge 
and Redeemer concerning myſelf, and loving 
him more than myſelf, if he gets glory by 
my conderanation, I will from this moment 
Wore his judgment, and renounce my own 
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proper glory and contentment, that it may 
be ſwallowed up in his good pleaſure; at 
the ſame time nevertheleſs, deteſting all my 
ſins and offences. 

15. Moreover I add, that in the laſt day, 
Jeſus Chriſt will accompliſh all the deſires 
of men, angels, and devils, whether elect or 
reprobate. The deſire of angels is to ſee 
their places filled, their ſociety increaſed, 
and the empire of the Redeemer made per- 
fect; which will all be done in that day. 

The devils, who have always deſired a 
full dominion over man, will have it then 
eſtabliſhed over all the reprobate. O dread- 
' {uf dominion, like unto that which Chriſt 
once gave them over a lunatic, whom they 
threw ſometimes in the fire, and ſometimes 
in the water. | 
The wicked, whilſt in this life, always 
deſired the fleſh, the world, and filthy lucre; 
and as they in this world deſired and poſſeſ- 
ed theſe things in a diſorderly, ſinful man- 
ner, contrary to the will of God: ſo in the 
next world they will be ſurrounded in a 
diſorderly miſerable manner, with the ſha- 
dows and pictures of thoſe things which 
they luſted after, which will be a part of 


their miſery; and in this manner will they | 


hive their deſires accompliſhed, 
The ele& children of God will, in that 


day alſo, have all their deſires accompliſhed, 
| which 
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which they could not have in this world. 
They will then find in Jeſus Chriſt the molt 
perfect joys and delights that they are ca- 
pable of both in ſou] and body, ſuitable to 
their glorified ſtate; and this in the higheſt 
degree that can be. So God will fulfil. all 
their deſires. * 

16. Judge, reader, if this diſcourſe of the 
Shepherd's relating to the laſt judgment 
vas not enough to ſatisfy a more advanced 
perſan than myſelf in religion, that he had 
received his learning from the Spirit of God. 

17. As ſoon as he had ended the above 
üiſcourſe he made a long pauſe, remaining 
llent and wrapt up in thought. As I ima- 
pined- he had done, I was interrupting him, 
n order to aſk ſome other queltion, that 
came into my mind: but he took me ſud- 
denly by the hand and ſaid, Softly, ſoftly, 
father, this is not all; all that I have yet 
aid may be conceived of by a human ſpirit; 
but what remains to ſay, cannot be known 
by any but the Redeemer (the Son of the 
eternal Father), and thoſe to whom the Fa- 
ther hath revealed it. Receive it then from 
him by me, poor and deſpicable Shepherd 
a am, and lay it up in ſecrecy in your 
heart, and reveal it not unleſs the Son of 
God moves and calls you to do it. 2 

Behold then what the Shepherd further 
ad to me in purſuing his diſcourſe, whit h 
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the reader will judge to be a ſecret drawn 
from the ſame boſom, from whence the 
beloved John obtained thoſe ſecrets which 
we have recorded in the myſtical book of 
the Revelations. 

18. In the laſt day the Son of God, in the 
character of Son, Redeemer, and Judge, 
will accompliſh all the defires of his Father, 

The firit and ſtrongeſt deſire that the 
Father ever had was this : to eſtabliſh his 
own. being, eſſence and glorious nature in 
his Son, Which he did, in begetting him 
by an internal action, in which he infuſed 
or communicated his own bright, luminous 
nature into him, as the ſun does in beget- 
ting the light. This was the firſt divine 
communication; which was accompanied 
with a ſecond, viz. the production which 
the Father made with the Son of the perſon 
of the Holy Ghoſt. 1 61 8763 
19. The ſecond deſire of God the Fa- 
ther was to communicate himſelf outwardly 
in the creatures by means of his Son, who 
was as a bridge for him to paſs, and eſtabliſh 
his natural image in them (like the ſun 
which. by means of the light as a bridge, 
doth communicate itſelf here below upon 
the earth) and this St. John has divinely 
taken notice of, where he ſays, The Fa- 
ther made all things by the word, and with- , 
out him was not any thing made that was v. 


made.“ 20, A* 
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20, As then by the creation, which was 
the firſt outward action, God only commu- 
nicated and eſtabliſhed his natural image in 
the creatures (by his word the Son) and not 
his glorious divine image as it is in the 
Son; there remains his third and laſt deſire, 
which is to eſtabliſn his glorious image, or 
divine nature in them, ſo far as they are ca - 
pable of receiving it; and this will be his 
final outward action, which conſequently 
will alſo be by Jeſus Chriſt, by whom God 
eſtabliſhed his natural image in all things. 

21. And I ſay, that this laſt deiire of 
the Father ought not to be accompliſhed 


— 1 2 — — ay 


man; firſt becauſe he is his Son, and again, 
becauſe he has merited it by his hum iiation. 
I will explain it to you. jeſus Chriſt, con- 


— c_— e_ W 


as powerful as his Father, and alſo maſter 
of himſelf, he might according to his own 
' WW good pleaſure exerciſe his independent un- 
created nature, which he received from his 
Father in eternity; and not only fo, but had 
ung m cqual right to uſe or exerciſe as he 
pleaſed, his created nature or being which 
he received from the virgin Mary by a tem- 

poral birth *. a 
4 But 


* This deep remark of the Shepherd's is abundantly confirmed 


/ Father love me, becauſz 1 lay down my life that I might take 
| it 


by any en F butchis Son Who is God ant 


bl 


lidered as God, and the Son of God, being 


by the following texts from Chriſt's own mouth. © Therefore doth 


4 
: 
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But this he never would do, in any other 
manner than what was according to the 
mind of the Father, being always ſabmitted 
to his will, even to the emptying himſelf of 
all his glory. This is the reaſon why in the 
laſt day (when the deſire of the Father will be 
accompliſhed over all the works of his hands) 
that Chriſt will be appointed judge as welt 
of his own proper intereſts, as alſo thoſe of 
all creatures, in whom the Fatner commu- 
nicating his divine and glorious nature, by 
his Son, ang with his Son, will ſo powerfully 
| ſeal and impreſs upon them this his divine 
nature, that he will alfo in and through his 
Son eftabliſh his dominion an eign over 
them to all eternity. 

22. And take notice, that JJeſus Chriſt 
will in ſuch a manner eſtabliſh the glory of 
his Father in all creatures, that they will 
change nothing of their own natural or ſpe- 
cifical conſtitution +, but will receive from 
him a glory that will -add unto them, 4 
ſupernatural elevated degree of very high 
dignities and divine communications. As 
thus: 


þ 


it again. No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myſelf: 

1 have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. 
This command have I received of my Father.” John x. 17, 18. 

+ This remark of the Shepherd's, with his following explanation 

of his meaning, may perhaps be no ceſpicable comment upon. the 

following text: viz. “ Nevertheleſs we, according to his promiles 
look for new heavens, and a new earth wherein dwelleth Rightcouſ- 

* neſs.” 2 Pet. iii, 13. ; He 
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He will eſtabliſh his glory in heaven, in 
the ſun, the moon, and ſtars: their natural 
clearneſs will be inconceivably heightened 


by the light and luſtre of God, which will 
be put upon them by Jeſus Chriſt. 


He will eſtabliſh his glory in the earth, 


changing its dark quality into a tranſparent 
clearneſs without deſtroying its nature of 
earth. 

He will eſtabliſh his glory in our bodies 
in the ſame manner; and, by other gifts 
and glorious qualities, will raiſe and refine 


the ſenſes and organs thereof to a very high 


degree of delicacy or ſpirituality, beyond 
what they are here on earth. 

He will eſtabliſk: the glory of God in our 
fouls, infuſing and communicating his own 
glorious. light for the glorious light of the 
Father which is in him, into the ſun of our 
underſtandings ; by which joining or ad- 
dition of glory, our ſouls will be highly en- 
nobled and transformed into his likeneſs. 
He will eſtabliſh his glory in our wills 
(which may be called. the mothers of love). 
and without changing their nature, will, by 
applying or uniting his glorious love, or 
the glory of his love to ours, cauſe our-love 
to be raiſed to a degree of height and per- 
fection, as much above our prelent ſtate, as 
the glory and perfection of God is above 
the nature of man. 


* 
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In a word, the Son being made judge of 
the intereſts of his Father, after having con- 
| ſidered the caſe and ftate of each creature, 
he will judge in what degree of glory the. 
glorious kingdom of his Father is proper 
to be eſtabliſhed and confirmed in each par- 
ticular of them. {63-025 ee 
23. Another ſecret is, that Jeſus Chriſt 
will have juſtice done to all his myſteries 
which he hath wrought for man when he 
was on earth; they will be as ſweetly, ho- 
nourably and glorioufly diſplayed in the 
redeemed ſouls in heaven, as they were dole- 
fully and ignominioufly difplayed in his 
humanity on earth; not having ever been 
perfectly and clearly known of men, who 
always, in this life, are ignorant of many 
things, notwithſtanding whatever hath been 
Ipoke, or written, or conceived by any one. 
But in that day, juſtice will be done to 
theſe myſteries; for he will perfectly diſ- 
play all the wonders and ſecrets of the ſame, 
in his conception and birth; and the actions 
of his in fancy, which are unknown; alſo 
the myſtery of his being nine months in 
the womb; his paſſion, his ſorrows; the 
thoughts that he had of us in his agony in 
the garden, and upon the croſs. All theſe 
things I repeat again, demand juſtice; and 
juſtice will be done to them in that day by. 
Jeſus Chriſt, who will diſplay them hien 
LY? an 
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and ſweetly in the ſpirits of his elect; but 


not to the reprobate, to whom they profit 
not, which is cauſed by their own fault. 

24. Who would not wiſh for and deſire 
that day, that love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
ſince it will be ſo much to his glory? It is 
for this reaſon (ſaid the Shepherd) I deſire 


it even now; I love and adore it, and all 


that will be done in it (was it even to my 
own diſadvantage) ſince it will be to the 


glory of the Father Creator, the Son Re- 


deemer, the Holy Spirit the Sanctifier; and 
of all the moſt holy Trinity. I therefore 
charge and adjure the heavens, the earth, 


the ſun, the moon, the ftars, and all crea- 


tures, to haſten to receive in them the'glo- 
rious image, or nature of the Creator, by 
the hands of the Son Redeemer, and to 
make no reſiſtance againſt . theſe glorious 
impreſſions. I will give all diligence (ſaid 


the Shepherd to eſtabliſn ſo ſtrongly in my- - 


ſelf and all others, the moſt holy and ador- 
able myſteries of my redemption, graciouſly 
wrought out by my Redeemer; that, was 


to riſe a ſingle: doubt of any of them, or the 


leaſt thought to the prejudice of the honor 
and glory that is due to them, I would upon 
the ſpot immediately condemn it as a capi- 
tal enemy to the glory of my Redeemer,, 
whom I revere and adore, as the only judge 
of the intereſts of his Father, of his own, of 
CH | mine, 


6 be ſeraphical Sbepberd. 


mine, and alſo of all his elect, whether an- 
gels or men. Amen. Hallelujah. 


7 


CONCLUSION. 


ERE ends the French original. The 
H author, I ſuppoſe, not thinking it 
material to mention the particulars of his 
parting with this extraordinary Shepherd, 
nor indeed is it of any great conſequence. 
It is more for our profit, that the Shepherd 
ſhould ſlip away, and leave us in the con- 
templation of what ſo much fired his heart 
with adoration and praiſe, viz. the perfec- 
tiors o? God. W 
And now, reader, give me leave to ad- 
dreſs a OI to thee, by way of con- 
cluſion, to the foregoing converſations. 
The ſcriptures abundantly declare the 
good pleaſure of God, in chuſing © the 
tooliſh things of this world to confound the 


wiſe.” And his deſign therein is, © that no 


fleſh ſhould glory in his preſence.” Thou 
ſeeſt in this Shepherd the very eſſentials of 
true religion, viz. faith in our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, atpiring in the flame of pure love to 


God. How beautiful is it, when the light 
of faith, and the heat of love, take place 
and unite in the heart of man! Where this 


is the caſe, it is of very little co 
| — 
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what the caſket is that contains this precious 
jewel; I mean the outward mode or form of 
worſhip: for St. Paul has informed us, 
that in Jeſus Chriſt, neither circumciſion 
availeth any thing, nor uncircumciſion, but 
faith working by love, According as this 
precious, living operative faith increaſes, 
the image of God is increaſed in the ſoul of 
man; and be aſſured, this is the very ker- 
nel, marrow, and glory of the religion of , 
Jeſus! For the very end and intent of the 
Father, Word, and Spirit, in creating, re- 
deeming, regenerating, and glorifying man, 
1s, that we might be conformed to the 
image of his Son:“ that ſo in him we might 
for ever “appear in his likeneſs; and be 
filled with all the fulnefs of God. Oh the 
depth of the riches of the grace and love of 
God! Where fin hath abounded, grace hath 
much more abounded : that as ſin hath 
reigned unto death, even ſo might grace 
reign, through righteouſneſs, unto, eternal 
life by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; to whom 
with the Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, the 
2 of all beauty and goodneſs, be 

onor, and glory, and praiſe, for ever and 
ever. Amen. Hallelujah ! 
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All thy Works ſhall praiſe thee, O Lord; and thy 
Saints ſhall bleſs thee. Ps. cxlv. 10. | 


The Anointing which ye have received of him, abideth 
in you; and ye need not that any man teach you: 
But as the ſame Anointing teacheth you of all Things, 
and is Truth, and is no Lie: and even as it hath 
taught you, ye ſhall abide in it. 1 Jonx 11. 27. 
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DEDICATION - |if 


TO HIS ADORABLE 


RED EZM JESUS CHRIST. 


Yſelf and book, at thy dear feet, 
A kind acceptance begs to meet. 
protector, Patron, deign to be; 5 
For both, O Lord, belong to thee. 

If any good therein, it's thine ; 
And all that's wrong, I own as mine. 
Whate'er is right, do thou receive; | 


Whate'er is faulty, Lord, forgive. 
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Ha find thou doſt not me forſake. Ry 


*- 


6 DEDICATION. 


Me and my off ring pleaſe to bleſs, 
And water both with much increaſe. 
And fore the world I'll now declare, 


How great to me thy mercies are. 

My Maker, Saviour, and my God, 
Who bought me with thy precious blood; 
My ſolid Rock, my firmeſt ſtay, 
When friend s, like ſnow, do melt away. 


1 never am by thee forgot, 
A When others ſhun and know me not. 
How oft I find. my Lord protects, 


His ranſom'd child when man rejects | 


How oft thy chearing aid appears, 


# 


| When plung din ſorrow, grief : andtears! 
| And tho' there's few will notice take, 
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Pleadthen,dearLord,thyſervant's cauſe, l | 


And fave me from my num'rous foes | 
And tho' they ſwarm on ev'ry fide, 4 N f 
0 let me in thy preſence hide; : 
And there a happy ſhelter find, 
From harm and ſtorms of ev'ry kind. = 
'O let thy life in me mer, 
And fix me in thy joy and peace: 


Thy perfect beauty may I ſee, 


And in thy image let me be HS. 
Conform'd, complete, eternally, 
In love's moſt ſacred unit: 


So ſhall my ſoul for ever praiſe 


The * profound of thy rich grace. 
c. CAYLBY:. 


4 April 9. 1762, 
© It is finiſhed,” Jo. xix. 30, 
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KE V A CE: 
DEaR READER, 


Am induced to communicate to thee 
the following little flowers, from the 
hopes that, through grace, they may be 
a means of cautng thee to ſee; more 
and more, the great and unſpeakable 
goodneſs and beauty of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, ** in whom is hid all the trea- 
ſures of wiſdom and knowledge : and 
in whom dwelleth all the fulneſs of 
the godhead bodily ;” to whom be eter- 
nal glory : Amen. 


The ſimple, humble chriſtian may 
be compared to the bee, who ſucks ho- 
ney from every flower. But confider, 
dear reader! the bee doth not content 
telf with flying ſlightly and haſtily 
over the flowers (which would be of 
no profit), but fixing itſelf upon them, 

t one 


70 1 E F ACE, 
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one after another, it extracts a drop of 


honey from each; and ſo obtains its 
balmy load, with which it haſtens to 
the hive; Let. this' teach thee. not to 
content thyſelf with a careleſs, haſty 
running over the following flowers, but 
fix upon each with ſtillneſs and medi- 
tation, that ſo, with God's bleſſing, 
thou mayeſt obtain a drop of honey to 
thy ſoul. 


I often think the beauteous frame of 
nature, in all its parts, may be conſi- 


dered as ſo many little precious ſprigs 


of Sharon's beauteous Roſe. The fra- 
grant beauty of each painted flower, 


the harmonious warblings of each little 
bird, and the curious flavour of each - 


fruit that grows; all, all, and a thou- 
ſand things beſides, hke ſo many dit- 
ferant heralds, in every corner of the 
earth, are continually crying out, 
How beautiful, how harmonious, 
how fragrant, how ſweet, how excel- 
tent, and how glorious is the balmy 
name of Jeſus! for in him were all 
things created that are in heaven, wo 


SS 
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that are in earth, viſible and inviſible, 
whether thrones, or dominions, or 
principalities, or powers. All things 
were created by him and for him. For 
he was before all things, and in him 
did all things ſubſiſt.“ 1 Col. xvi. 17. 
Judge then, reader, as this 1s the * 4 
whether or no every thing 1s not de- 
ſigned to paint out this adorable Per- 
ſon ? who was delivered” up to the 


| and was raiſed again for our juſtifi- 
cation.“ Rom. iv. 2 5. 


Here his whole name appears compleat; 


5 Nor wit can gueſs, nor reaſon prove, 
Which of the letters beſt is writ, 

L The power, the wiſdom, or the love. 
| Waris. 
© lam in hopes that the reader will 


„ind in the following pages ſome de- 
> Imonſtrations of the truth I have been 
remarking, viz. that the creation, in 
all its parts, leads to Jeſus; and not 
ly points him out in his glories as 


mercies 


death of the croſs ** for our offences, 


reator, but alſo in his unfathomable 
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mercies as Redeemer. For Chriſt 
is riſen above all heavens, that he might 
fill all things.“ 8 | 


I am ſenſible as to myſelf, I am but 


juſt beginning to ſee into the things of 


the Spirit ; and therefore. can only liſp 


as a babe. But though this is the caſe, 


F am. conſtrained (by his loving kind- 


nets) to aim at liſping the praiſes of 


my God and Saviour, becauſe he is my 
Beloved, who will never "ſuffer any 
thing to pluck me out of his hand.“ 
He Ariy won me in that bloody battle 


that was fought on Calvary's hill; and 
now © he will never leave me; no, he 


will never, never forſake me.” Heb. 


* 


Tho' all the hoſts of death, 
And pow'rs of hell unknown, 
Put their moſt dreadful forms 
Of rage and miſchief on ; 
I ſhall. be ſafe, for Chriſt diſplays 
Superior pow'r and guardian grace. 
5 Wars. 


I have 


2 S2 err 


8. . £ 
ceived.“ Again, 


ve 


leaſt concerning Jeſus, the perfection of 


PFPALTLFACE 73 
1 Have only one thing more to ad- 
vertiſe the reader of, which is; that if 
a beautiful perſon has his picture drawn 
by a bad painter, it don't in the leaſt 
diminiſh from the beauty of the original. 
So if, in my attempts to ſet forth ſome- 
thing of the beauties of Jeſus, I have 
diſcovered very great Omer and 
want of ſkill (which I certainly have), 
let not the reader be prejudiced in the 


beauty: for he is altogether lovely; 
yea ſo lovely, that were all ſaints and 
angels to join together to deſcribe: his 
excellencies ; they would fall infinitely 
ſhort of ſuch a mark. On the other 
hand; if any thing in the following 
pages ſhould prove agreeable and edi- 
tying, I would caution the reader not 
to think he is indebted to me for it; but 
to Jeſus Chriſt, without whoſe aid and 
grace I cannot think a good thought. 
And: any ſhould be fo partially fa- 
vourable to the author, as to admire any 
of his little abilities, let them confider, 
[ have nothing but what I have re- 

Tt them conſider, how _ - - 


D | admirable 


admirable and excellent that glorious 
God and Saviour is, from whom 
every good and perfect gift cometh ;” 
and who alone is the center of all that 
is good, holy and beautiful; and who 


alone is worthy of honor and glory, 
and Serialting pratle.. 2: 


Dear reader! I take my leave of thee 
| for the preſent, with affuring thee, that 
Tam particularly ſenſible of two things, 
Firſt, that I am full of many imperfee. 
tions; and ſecondly, e Chriſt 
my God and Saviour is full of all per- 
fections whatſoever. Admire him then, 
and learn to love him! and pray for 
me, who (for my Redeemer's ſake) 


Am thy Friend and Servant, 


CoRNELIUS CAYLEY 


| April 11, 1762, FE . 
« He is tiſen.“ Matt, xxviii. 6 1 | 
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ſuppoſed to be ſo many walks in 
| a pleaſant garden: under which 


minds of the youth of both ſexes, to conli- 


Roration by grace. The fourth letter is in 
particular an eſſay upon true and falſe plea- 
lures; and earneſtly recommended to the 
conſideration of all, that deſire to be truly 


happy. 


Twi EPISTLE I. 


|Þ conſequence of my promiſe, I now 
. addreſs a few lines to one, whoſe bud- 
ding mind I would be more ambitious of 


LLyculuvating than the moſt ingenious floriſt 
5 D | ſhould 
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HE following four epiſtles, are 


ſimilitude the author thirſts, to allure the 


der the fall of man by nature; and his re- 
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ſhould be of his favorite flowers: for, Oh, 


what is any thing without cultivation! the 


_ fineſt diamond before it is poliſhed, bas no 
better an appearance than a common pebble, 
The pleaſing beauties of a well regulated 


garden are entirely owing to the hand of 
cultivation, without which it could have no 


ſuperiority over the common field, 


My friend, upon this ſiilmitude of a gar. 
den would I found my preſent plan, and, 
as you have frequently heard me fay, | 
never have ſo good a diſpoſition for talking, 
as when I am in ſome ſuch deſirable place. 
If you pleaſe, we will now in our imagination 
take © walk therein; and, like the bee, ve 


will ekdeavor not only to admire its beauty, 


and fo enjoy 4 ſlight amuſement, but alſo ve 
will try.to obtain the uſeful honey of im- 
provement; which, laid up in the hived 


our minds, may prove a treaſure profitable, 
both to ourſelves-and others, in thoſe ſocial 
connections which, in this life, we muſt ne. 
ceſſarily be engaged in. 


And, firſt, my friend, let us Conſider 
the earth, from whence all this profuſion 
of herbs, flowers, and trees, are ſo plentifully 
produced. Before the fall of man it natv- 


rally brought forth nothing but what wary. 
beautiful and uſeful to mankind ; but you 
know, when Adam ſinned, God curſed the 
ground, and ſaid it ſhould henceforth 1 
12 . T0 du 
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duce thorns. and thiſtles. In paradiſe, be- 
fore the fall, the ground was rich with the 
bleſſing of the Almighty. Gen. i. 11. And 
God ſaid, Let the earth bring forth graſs, the 
herb yielding feed, and the fruit-tree yield- 
ing fruit after his kind, whoſe ſeed is in it- 
ſelf, upon the earth; and it was ſo. And 
the earth brought forth graſs, and the herb 
yielding ſeed after its kind, And the tree 
yielding fruit whoſe ſeed was in itſelf after 
its Kind: and God ſaw that it was good.” 
Rut after the fall, God told Adam, that in 
the ſweat of his brow, he ſhould eat of the 
fruit gf the earth; ſhewing by this, that the 
natural excellency of the earth was paſſed 
away. And that now it required care, and 
toil, and labor, to make it produce things 
uſeful to mankind. | | 
Ne in conſequence of this, when a per- 
ſon has pitched upon a ſpot of ground with 
a view to make a pleaſant garden, he firſt of 
all, has jt weeded and cleared of thorns and 
thiſtles, and fuch like incumbrances; then 
he turns up the ground, removes the ſtones 
and rubbiſh, and in their place ſupplies it 
with mature, in order to improve and enrich 
the ſoil, well knowing that the ſucceſs of 
all his projects depends upon this cultivation 
of the ſoil. = 
I ſee, my friend, you are admiring how 
much finer the graſs is in this beauteous 
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garden than in the common field. How 
delicate and ſoft it is ! more beautiful than 
the fineſt turkey carpet. | | 
Why this is all owing to the ſoll of this 
garden being enriched in the manner I have 
been deſcribing. 
We have now been pleaſing: lers 
with this reflection; let us now extract the 
improvement which it naturally yields us. 
The earth reſembles the mind of man, 
which, before the fall, produced nothing 
but the good fruits of peace and . 
neſs, but when man ſinned, this earth, our 
mind, was corrupted, and then naturally 
produced the thorns and thiſtles of pride, 
vanity and ſin, and every evil work. " Our 
nature then became a corrupt ſoil,” whoſe 
fruits were nothing but ſin and miquity. - 
Now this being the caſe, in order to have 
ſucceſs, the ſoil muſt be changed and dreſſed 3 
otherwiſe we ſhall labor in vain. Now in 
conſequence of neglecting to begin with the 
cultivation of this bad Gil, people in gene- 
ral by their purſuits in life, on only make the 
thorns and thiſtles of their corrupt nature 
abound more and more. For ſuppoſe a per- 
ſon poſſeſt of a beautiful form, and many 
pleaſing accompliſhments; ſuppoſe he has 
{kill in all polite acquirements, what is the 
conſequence of it ? why, the bad ſoil of his 
corrupt nature turns it all into poiſon, =_ 
8 makes 
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makes him much more than ever fruitful 
in pride, vanity, oſtentation and every evil 
work. So that in reality the more he ſhines 
in theſe things, he becomes more deſpicable 
and depraved in his heart. For now, being 
puffed up with ſelf applauſe, he requires all 

ple to pay homage to him; he diſplays 
is talents only that he may be honored 
and admired ; and ſo, being taken up with 
his own dear ſelf, he regards mankind no 
further than they bring offerings to the 
altar of his pride. | 10 
Oh, my friend, there is not a more per- 
nicious overſight in the world, than people's 
procedure in the education of young minds; 
neglecting the foil of their hearts, they be- 
ſtow care to adorn them with all pleaſing 


» 


quirements, ...by which they may be 
— 2 and admired, and. ſo hide from 
them that natural deformity of heart, which 
poiſons all they ſay or do. In conſequence 
of this they are filled with ſuch ſelf admira- 
tion, that they cannot bear the leaſt contra» 
diction. or affront, but immediately boil 
with rage, and ſpit fire for fire, railing for . 
railing ; ſo full they are of themſelves, that 
they are very quick in remarking the leaſt 
fault, and bitterly. condema and cenſure, 
without making the leaſt allowance for hu- 
man infirmity. And all this fruit ſprings. + 
- from their not knowing the corruption and 
on abomi- 
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abomination of their own hearts, and by 
their being poſſeſt of ſome little outſide ac- 
compliſhments, become more proud, more 
ſ-orniul,. more flanderous, more impatient, 
more ſubject to anger, paſſion, and in ſhort 
to all that is abominable both to God and 
man. | | 
Nov, my friend, I beſeech you to bear 
courageouſly the naked truth, and be not 
afraid to look in the glals which an honeſt 
and-faithful friend will ſet before you; one 
who ſeeks your happineſs and felicity. Per- 
mit, me therefore to aſſure you that your 
heart is of the ſame corrupted ſoil as the reſt 
of mankind, and conſequently needful of a 


aw 2 


change. 
8 Was I to endeavor your cultivation, 
without beginning here, 1 ſhould be like a 
fooliſh gardener that would take much pains 
in fticking a thorn or bramble all over with 
"towers, *which it could never produce from 
itſelf: by this means he might deceive a 
ſpectator, but it would not make the bram- 
ble a bir leſs a bramble than it was before. 
Believe me, the ſucceſs of all depends upon 
your being accuſtomed to ſce your heart in 
its real coſours, a thing you ſtand in need of 
much. Therefore if you pleaſe we will be- 
gin to cultivate the foil of your heart, be- 
ore we plant flowers and trees therein; 
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Well as a fair outſide, for the reaſons I have 
Already given; otherwiſe, the more you 
would ſhine outwardly, the worſe you would 
de inwardly. | 

"Remember I am acting the part of a 
faithful friend, and am holding a glaſs be- 
fore your mind to dreſs it by, You know 
4 glaſs that don't ſhew true is good for no- 
thing. Come then, and ſtand before my 
friendly glaſs, it will do you much ſervice. 
You have been hindered much from truly 
knowing yourſelf, by converſing chiefly with 
perſons who are not proper judges of merit; 
and the praife which you have often received 
from ſuch perſons, ſprang more from their 
folly and ignorance than your deſert; and this 

has had a tendency frequently co puff you up 
with imaginary excellencies, which had no 
exiftence, but in the blindneſs and dim- 
hehtedneſs of your admirers. Oh, be am- 
birions above all things to have your heart 
cultivated !! for if you begin here, you ſhall 
find afterwards the ſweeteſt benefits from it, 
and then whatever you may acquire that is 
beautiful, it will not be hurtful to you; 
but if your heart is not firſt of all cultivated, 
Al the attainments you might acquire, 
wauld only make you like thoſe perſons I 
deſcribed in the firſt ſheet of my paper; and 
I aſſure you to diſcerning minds, who ſeek 
the beauties of the mind, ſuch a bramble 
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ſtuck with flowers is eaſily diſcovered:z: it is 
much better; to be. raiſe· worthy, and. not 


be praiſed, than to be praiſed, and not to 
. deſerve it. Many people will praiſe you 


| becauſe they are ignorant and fooliſh, there- 


fore ſuch praiſe is of little value. 

I think for this time we have walked 
long enough, I would not tire you even in 
the moſt beautiful garden. 


Lou ſee, my friend, I have drawn reflec- 


tions from a gardener” s cultivating the earth 
which may yield profit. I would leave at 
preſent what I have wrote, and recommend 
it to your meditation. My plan with you 
is to improve, as well as to pleaſe; and 

pleaſure and profit are two loving ſiſters, 
| ho ſhould never be ſeparated by any means, 
Very ſoon we will walk again into our plea- 
{ant garden, and make ſome freſh remarks, 
In the mean time, let my friend contemplate 

upon the ſimilitude of the earth's bringing 


forth thorns and thiſtles, and the human 


mind, through the fall, doing the ſame. 

J earneſtly pray the great Huſbandman, 
| Jeſus Chriſt, to bleſs theſe few hints to you, 

and what I alſo ſhall further give: for, be 
aſſured the foundation of all true valuable 
acquirements begins with true chriſtianity; 
but I. fhalf defer ſaying any more now, than 
chat | I am yours, &c, 
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EPIST L E II. 


THAT a reſtorer is fleep! It quite 

| heals and cures, the fatigues of the 
day, and puts new ſtrength and. PEAS into 
the human frame. 

I waked this morning quite refreſhed, | 
not at all weary of our yeſterday's walk; 
and as I imagine fleep — had the ſame 
kindly influence on you, I would invite my 
friend to take another walk in our pleaſant 
47 — and to continue our obſervations on 

e ſame. PEN 

If you remember, in our laſt walk, we 
were obſerving what great advantages the 
garden had, from having its ſoil cultivated 
and cleared of weed and rubbiſh, Behold 

aw every tree and flower, and every ſweet- 

elling TEE. proclaim the ſucceſs of this 
judicious beginning A great encourage- 
ment is this, to induce us to beſtow a feu 
more reflections on this the firſt of- all the 
gardener's works. ; 

took the freedom yeſterday, to ſhew you 
the evil ſoil of your own heart; to-day. we 
will, begin to cultivate this ſoil, which, 
through the fall of man, naturally produces 
thorns and thiſtles. Now let me beg for a 
. moments your ſerious attention; and. be 
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| '  notſtartledat the gravity of my ſubject, for 


T affure you it is full of joy and peace. 
You remember how the ground was 
curſed when Adam fell, and brought forth 
thorns and thiffles. But oh! us, in 
order to take away this curſe, had his glori- 
ous head incircled with a crown of thorns. 
Now our minds alſo OY ted, and 
bringing forth thorns of > ain iniquity, - 
body on the 


« Jeſus bare our fins in his own 

tree, being made a curſe for us :” and thus 

he removed the curſe from the earth, « and 

healed our ſinful ſouls by his ftripes.” 
How kind was this! how loving! „He 

loved us and waſhed us from our fins with 
his own blood.“ 

As an ambaſſador of Jeſus Chriſt, I bring 
you, my friend, this good news; and have 
a commiſſion to tell you, that Jeſus loves 
you a million times more than any perſon on 
earth can do. | 

If there is water in a little river, how much 
more ts there in the wide ocean, If there is 
fire in the flame of a twinkling candle, how 
much more in the globe of the ſun, And 
ſo if there is chriſtian love and will in 
a poor frail mortal towards you, how much 
more then is the love of Jeſus towards you, 


who is the Lord of glory. Therefore, be- 
cauſe he loved you, he died for you, took 
. . away your fins, made your peace, and — 
3 taine 
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tained for you an inheritance in the kingdom 
of heaven; and now his kind providence 
watches over you, and * he gives his angels 
charge over you; and he will give you all 
things that is good for you. Jefus hae re- 
deemed you from fin, death, and hell, 
Oh, my friend, let this beſt of friends be 
admired by you. Jeſus compathonates all 
your infirmities, for he bare them all in hies 
own body, and carried them all away; fo * 
that now, nothing can ever ſeparate you 
from his love; and becaufe you have no- 
thing in yourſelf to recommend you to him, = 
he puts upon you the robe of his own pure 
righteouſneſs, and thus he cloaths you win 
the garment of ſalvation. Oh, my friend. 
let this be your joy and glory. This is a4 
| Areſs makes you 28 beautiful before God - 
| and his holy angels. e 1 
| In my laſt letter, I was ſhewing you your 
nakedneſs in yourſelf, Now I am ſhewing- 
_ beauty in another, even in Jeſus, 
auſe here a moment. What think you of 
this? Is it not glorious? This garment which. 
the love of Jeſus gave you, will never fade, 
or wear out to all eternity. Be ambitious 
therefore of ſhewing yourſelf in your 
chriftian robes. Be aſſured, that all praiſe - 
and admiration that you may receive from 
any one, who have not eyes to fee what I 
have been deſcribing, is good for nothing, 
8 and 
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anch will ſoon vaniſh away. Depend upon 
i,, that all union and friendſhip, that has not 
_ - - this foundation, ſtands on a very tottering 
bottom, and will one time or another, come 
to nothing, however lively it may ſeem for 
a ſeaſon. Every day I ſee this remark con- 
firmed more and more. Oh, my friend, all 
human virtue that ſprings not from Jeſus, 
though very ſpecious before men, when ex- 
saga mined to the bottom, is found to ſpring 
= + from ſome evil ſource or fountain, and ſo is 
not pleaſing unto God. Therefore for per- 
ions to boaſt or pride themſelves in any 
thing except in Jeſu's mercy, and rich 
bounty, they only glory in their ſhame and 
poverty; for out of Jeſus Chriſt, God ſees 
90 merit or worth. Therefore, my friend, 
rejoice in. Jeſus , triumph in his love; make 
your boaſt in his goagneſs.; who “will ne- 
ver leave you nor forſake you.” This will 
make you à fruitful field, this will make 
- you. a good tree in. Jeſus, being a branch f 
um the true vine, whoſe fruits are “ love, 


joy, peace, gentleneſs, meekneſs, goodneſs, 
= patience,” &c. 1 
= Lou ſee. I am for making you truly 
| comely, a garden of the Lord, where Jeſus 
may gather his own pleaſant fruits. This, 
this, my friend, if you are grounded in, 
- and are captivated with, will wean you from 
being taken with trifles and tinſel amuſe- 
| ments; 
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ments; this will teach you to value nothing 
but what is truly valuable. 
Indeed you ean't i imagine what aglorious, 
pleaſing — this is; be r 
ve your attention to the * 
— leading you out of the — — of 
a deceitful world, to the land where dwells 
* fulneſs of joy, and pleaſures for evermoare.” 
Oh behold The delectable mountains! and 
-courageonſly tread the pilgrim's path the 
golden city is at hand. Come, be of good 
cheer, I am going the ſame way; and 1 
aſſure you ? tis a pleaſant. way; let our ears 
be bh hy to the foppeties of vanity fain,. . 


let us go on our way, rejoicing in that in- 
heritance which. Jeſus, has bought for us 
with his own blood. ' 

The conſideration of Jeſu's love to you, 
will afford you ſuch inward peace and tran- 
quility of mind, as will teach all things 
that are uſeful. | 

Now, my "01 having been at work 
-with the ſoil of the heart, let us go on. 

. Behold how yonder trees, laden with ten- 
der. bloſſoms, exhibit a glorious ſight, and 
ſend forth a fragrant ſmell. In nature we 
may perceive pleaſure and profit always 
together; for theſe blooming trees, not — 
pleaſe us, but will ſhortly beſtow upon us 


their delicious fruits. Methinks they ſeem 


Chriſtian in in Pilgrim s Progreſsg- 


to. 


and will ſoon vaniſh away. Depend upon 
it, that all union and friendſhip, that has not 
this foundation, ſtands on a very tottering 
bottom, and will one time or another, come 
to nothing, however lively it may ſeem for 


a ſeaſon. Every day I ſee this remark con- 


firmed more and more. Oh, my friend, all 
human virtue that ſprings not from Jeſus, 
though very ſpecious before men, when ex- 
amined to the bottom, is found to ſpring 
ſrom ſome evil ſource or fountain, and ſo is 


not pleaſing unto God. Therefore for per- 


ſons to boaſt or pride themſelves in any 
thing except in Jeſu's mercy, and rich 
bounty, they only glory in their ſhame and 
poverty-; for out of Jeſus Chriſt, God ſees 
no. merit or worth, Therefore, my friend, 
' rejoice in Jeſus , triumph in his love; make 
your boaſt in his goodneſs; who “ will ne- 
ver leave you nor forſake you.” This will 
make you a fruitful field, this will make 
755 a good tree in Jeſus, being a branch of 
um the true vine, whoſe fruits are “ love, 
joy, peace, gentleneſs, meekneſs, goodneſs, 

patience,” &c. + * 
Lou ſee I am for making you truly 
comely, a garden of the Lord, where Jeſus 
may gather his own pleaſant fruits. This, 
this,, my friend, if you are grounded in, 
- and are captivated with, will wean you from 
being taken with trifles and tinſel amule- 
| ments; 
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ments; this will teach you to value nothing 
but what is truly valuable. W 

Indeed you can't imagine what a glorious, 
pleaſing path this is; be encouraged to 
give your attention to. the pleaſing theme. 
I am leading you out of the lying cheats of 
a deceitful world, to the-land where dwells 
“ fulneſs of joy, and pleaſures for evermore.“ 
Oh. behold The deletable mountains! and 


-courageonſly tread the pilgrim's path] the 


golden city is at hand. Come, be of good 
cheer, I am going the ſame way; and 1 


aſſure you *tis a pleaſant way; let our ears 
be ſtopped to the fopperies of vanity fair, 


and, like Chriſtian in Pilgrim's Progreſs, 


let us go on our way, rejoicing in that in- 


heritance which. Jeſus, has bought for us 
with his own blood. 

The conſideration of Jeſu's love to you, 
will afford you ſuch inward peace and tran- 


quility of mind, as will teach all ings 


that are uſeful. 

Now, my . having been at work. 
with the ſoil of the heart, let us go on. 

Behold how yonder trees, laden with ten= 
der bloſſoms, exhibit a glorious ſight, and 
ſend forth a fragrant ſmell. In nature we 
may perceive pleaſure and profit always go 
together; for theſe blooming trees, not only 
pleaſe us, but will ſhortly beſtow upon us 
their delicious fruits. Methinks they ſeem 


to 


- —— —— — —— — 


88 


A fmall Bunch of Violets. 
to have no other deſign thah to contribute 
to our entertanment! Bur, Oh ! *twas Jeſus 
commiſſioned them with that friendly office; 
and fee how faithful they are every year to 
yield their ſtores, without requiring any 
recompence. A beautiful emblem this of 
God's rich love and bounty, who gives us 
all good things, withaut money or price. 
for may the pretty painted flowers be ſaid 
to be lefs uſeful than the fruit-trees ; for 
behold how buſy thoſe bees are yonder, a- 
midſt a bed of roſes! they are diſtilling 
- thoſe precious juices, which by-and-by will 
afford us rich cakes of balſamic honey ; how 
much obliged we are to theſe little artiſts! 
but much more we are obliged to Jeſus, 
who commiſſioned them to work for us, 
and for our entertainment and profit. If it 
had not been for the ſkill of bees, we ſhould 
little have thought flowers could have yielded 
fo rich a repaſt. j | 
People little think what honey the flowers 
of ſocial converſation will yield; and by 
reaſon of this ignorance, find no real benefit, 
from one of the greateſt bleſſings of life; 


bur uſe the faculty of fpeech, tn a poor 
empty chit- chat of rrifles, and dreſs, and 
idle empty faſhions, and ſo negle& all that's 
amiable, all that is worthy of ſuch a preci- 


May 


ous faculty. 
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May you, like thoſe trees, thoſe flowers, 
proclaim the Saviour's fame and goodneſs, 


who gave you ſpeech: may you learn to give 


a uſeful turn to every topic of diſcourſe ; 
and point out Jeſus, your beſt of friends, to 
all around. Let gratitude commence here, my 


friend, and take your giddy ſtraying aſſoci- 


ates, and teach them to be captivated with 
Jeſus, © the faireſt among ten thouſand.” 
You are. now in the ſpring of life, a 
flower that's newly blown. Obſerve thoſe 
flowers yonder, they ſhine and bloom, not 
for their own praiſe or profit, but for others. 
Do you the | and may all you ſay or 
do, proclaim your Saviour's fame, who is 


worthy to be admired by all in heaven and 
earth, Obſerve how every blade of graſs 
we walk upon, has its daily drop of dew 
to keep it frefh and green. Oh if Jeſus ſa 


provides for the grafs, be confident, he never 


will negle& you, or forbear to give you 


every good thing. Thus repoſe all your 
care upon him, and you ſhall be as chearful 
as the lark which before us yonder, mounts 
and ſings; and with its fluttering wings 
and notes, proclaims its heart full joy. | 

Say, is not this fame Feſus a kind bene- 


factor? Is he not worthy of our praiſe and 


love? As long as J live, I ſhall never ſee 


any beauty in any perſons who flightly 


eſteem of eſus. 
Would 
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Would my friend know what true grandeur 
and nobility is: Oh, it conſiſts in being above 
the childiſh trifling toys ofa vainworld. For in 
truth, moſt people are pleaſed with little elſe. 

See yonder in adiſtant walk, a lord, who, be- 
cauſe he has got a ſilver ſtar ſewed on his coat, 
thinks himſelf a great man. See how people 
look at him, and admire him. Oh what a 


fooliſh admiration is this! The man is not in 


reality a whit better for the ſtar, and yet how 
is he tickled with it! Oh how fooliſh is the 


world! they praiſe one another for their folly 
and admire each other for what is truly de-. 
| n and mean. Come, my friend, aſpire 


ve ſuch toys; be truly noble, be truly 
great, by wearing the chriſtian robe; and leave 
all meaner things to the earthy grovelling 
minds of the children of the world. 


See! ſee! that painted butterfly, how it 


{angles in the ſun's warm beams; it has 
orſook its old grovelling diſpoſition, when 
a caterpiller ; and now it lives a nobler lite. 
See how it goes from flower to flower, and 
ſips the balmy feaſt. Formerly, it fed on 
traſhy leaves; but now *tis a new creature. 
Oh be you too like that pretty inſect; ſcorn 
the traſhy leaves and huſks of this. vain 
world; ſoar in the beams of. Jeſu's love, 
and rejoice and feaſt on ſpiritual dainties, 
and leave the caterpillers of the world, to 
their grovelling earthy diſpoſitions. Indeed 
| - amon 
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amongſt catterpillers, ſome are alittle prettier 
than others, but they are but caterpillars. 
So my friend, amongſt human caterpillars, - 
ſomearefinerdreſt than others; but alas! they 
arejbut grovelling worms ſtill, with all their 
modes and faſhions, dreſs, and tinſel, trump- 
ery, toys, which take up all their thoughts, 
and hearts, and ſpeech, and converſation. 
Come then, ariſe and mount with chri- 
ſtian wings; be captivated with this new, 
ſcene of things; ſhake yourſelf as from a 
deep ſleep, and leave the empty ſhadows in; 
exchange for everlaſting joys, which ſhall 
abound to all eternity | Thus you will learn 
to have a fund of entertainment within the 
garden of your own breaſt, - Then all na- 
ture will wait upon you, and give you con- 
tinual pleaſure; true ſolid pleaſure; much 
more rational than making apiſh caperings 
to a ſqueaking fiddle. Then a ſweet com- 
pn ſhall poſſeſs your mind; you ſhall 
free from ſwarms of fooliſh wants and | 
wiſhes, which peſter and torment the human 
heart: you ſhall learn to pity and compaſh- 
onate the follies of a filly world, without 
Joining in the ſame. Then will you learn 
to enjoy every ſtation which Jeſus ſhall place 
you in, with a ſerene and tranquil mind, 
and with a chearful looking for a glorious 
reſurrection in the world to come. 
Oh, how would my heart rejoice wy be 
| glad, - 
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glad, if my poor endeavours may make ſome 
impreſſion upon your mind, and be a means 
to lead you to true reſt and happineſs. Oh 
conſider of theſe things, and ponder them 
in your heart; and you ſhall find a thouſand 
times more than what J can poſſible ſay, or 
write of the ſame. eee | 
Methinks the ſun is fetting. *Tis time 
to give over walking any longer now. A- 
nother opportunity, it you pleaſe, we will 
walk again. In the mean time, be aſſured, 
that l am Eu | OY 
A * Yours, &c. 


EPISTLE Il 


TMls ſraſon of the year is ſo agreeable 
that it much invites our ſteps abroad, 
to taſte the chearing freſhneſs of the marn- 
wg air. Oh how ſerene, how tranquil, how 
calm are the pleaſures which the beauties of 
creation give! how preferable are theſe de- 
lights to thaſe which arc the produce of the 
pride and ſin of man! off). 

If you pleaſe, my friend, we will make 
a freſh excurſion into the garden where we 
lately walked. Here may we always find 
thoſe pleatures, not only the moſt innocent, 
but the moſt inſtructive. Pleaſures, which 
are always pointing to the love of "__ Y 

| | Wnole 
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whoſe commiſſion they receive their power 
to pleaſe, and from whoſe rich bounty they 
alone do ſpring. Oh, is it not a wondrous 
bleſſing, that we have given to us the curious 
faculty of ſpeech, by which we are enabled 
to reaſon, and to converſe about theſe plea- 
ſing themes? ſurely it is. 
Come then, let us chearfully indulge a 
few reflections in this pleaſant ſpot of 
ground. Here no reſpect is paid to human 
greatneſs. The fragnant ſweets of all thoſe 
ranks of flowers, the chearing warblings of 
the feathered ſongſters, the ſoftneſs and 
beauty of the verdant carpet, on which we 
walk ; all, all, offer their various entertain- 
ments, as readily to the pooreſt labourer, 
as to the preateſt lord, | 
Behold that buſh of honeyſuckles, ſprin- 
kled with the morning's dew, which gives ſo 
ſweet a fragrance to the air !] it would not 
(mella jot more ſweet to the greateſt monarch, 
than it does to us. Riches could not bribe 
it ; greatneſs could not tempt 1t: For, Oh, 
commendable pattern! it affords its balmy 
treat, not to gain ought to itſelf, but is ſatiſ- 
fied with beſtowing its liberality, without de- 
firing the leaſt return; while the pleaſure 
which it beſtows; is the only gain it ſeeks, 
Oh, does not this proclaim the freeneſs 
of the love of God, who is no reſpecter of 
, Perſons. The poor and the low are as dear 


— 


to 5 
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to him, as the rich and high. The ſun ſhines 
as bright, and its beams are as comfortable 
to one, as to the other. A man who is 
_ dignified with—his grace the duke of, &c. 
+ ſleeps no ſounder, ſees no clearer, lives no 
longer than the plowman; he is as ſubject 
to pain and ſickneſs, and to every evil as 
the loweſt man on earth. A thouſand titles, 
the fineſt equipage, the greateſt riches, will 
not aſſuage the aching of one poor tooth. 
How poor and mean then are all the glitter- 
ing diſtinctions of this-preſent world! and 
yet how ſoon poor man is intoxicated, and 
puffed up with the ſame; and apt to look 

with contempt upon his fellow- creatures. 
Oh let us learn from the pleaſures which 
this garden gives, as liberal to one perſon 
- as another, that thoſe things which dazzle 
the eyes of mortals ſo much, are mere empty 
bubbles. Indeed if riches could make us 
ſee the ſun more bright than others, .or 
exempt us more from the accidents of life 
than others, then ſomething might be ſaid; 
but as they really can't how little do they 

deſerve our notice. 
Don't you ſee theſe budding roſes, which 
juſt begin to peep, and ſhew their little 
heads in ſpots of red? Let a king, or 4 
man whole coffers are filled with money; 


let them come here, and command theſe 


roſes to expand, and haſten forth to per- 
FF 2 SR fume 
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fame the air, will they be obeyed ? Oh no, 
jet the moſt celebrated beauty; the object 
of univerſal admiration ; let her come and 
command the ſame : will theſe roſes haſte to 
bloom at her command? no, no. Me- 
thinks I hear the roſes tell the king, they 
are only under the command-of the. King 
of kings. And to the rich man, they tell 
him, they want not his riches; a little ſun 
and dew is ſufficient for them; and this 
they cannot be deprived of. And to the 
celebrated beauty, they tell her, her bloom- 
ing ſkin is far inferior to the bluſh of their 
own ſilken leaves, to the beauty of which ſhe 
may not once be compared. Oh ye pretty 
flowers, let me learn of you to lay aſide all 
odious flattery. | "x2; 

Well then, my friend, may theſe innocent 
monitors teach us the emptineſs of human 
grandeur: May they teach to ſeek for hap- 
| pineſs always in the love and favor of Jeſus 
at whoſe command they were at firſt created, 
and at whoſe command they now obey and 
diſplay their blooming fragrance. for Jeſus 
is the fountain of all excellency, the perfec- 
tion of all good. He will teach us to find 
ſweetneſs in every ſtation of life, and will 
pour gladneſs into our ſpirits from his own 
Spirit, for “ in his preſence is fulneſs of 
Joy,” a joy, my friend, like the peaceful 
tranquil flowing of yond deep river's ſtream; 
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ee how ſolid it moves along! a noble ſteadi. 
neſs is obſervable in it. Such is the joy that 
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not to ſhew or diſplay myſelf in theſe reflec- 


and happineſs for ever. I would learn to 
rejoice in the welfare of others. I would 
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would content myfelf in the honor and 
glory of him who alone is worthy of the 
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Jeſus gives; while the vain crackling joys 
of vanity and fin, are like the little rattling 


| brooks, whoſe ſtreams are full of agitation « 


and trouble from every little ſtone that lies 
upon its bottom. The;ſhallowneſs of thoſe 
brooks, is the cauſe that their ſtreams are 
ſo diſturbed and unſettled, ſo the ſhallow- 
neſs of worldly joy, 1s the cauſe that every 
little rub interrupts and ſpoils it. | 
How ſhould I rejoice if theſe reflections 
on creation's ſweets, might lead you more 
and more to the fountain of all happineſs ! 
For be aſſured, like thoſe flowers, I want 


tions, but only am deſirous of enriching 
you with what may promote your peace 


learn ko uſe all that may be given me for 
the good of my fellow-creatures, whilſt, like 
thoſe flowers, I would point out Jeſus, as 
only worthy of admiration and honor; and 


ame. 

Oh, my frichd, the more ſelfiſhneſs ceaſes, 
the more true happinels abounds, A man 
in Chriſt's ſpirit, ſeeks not his own things. 
He can find pleaſure in another's place 
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he can rejoice in another's joy; he can be 
happy in another's happineſs. Chriſt's Spirit 


envies not the happineſs or honor of any, 


js not puffed up with ſelf-excellencies, ſecks 
not its own glory or honor, is not eaſily 
provoked, becauſe it learns to bear the 
weakneſſes of man, knowing human nature 
is very weak and frail. A chriſtian in the 
spirit of Jeſus, dies to ſelfiſh ends, and 
finds unſpeakable ſatisfaction in the real 
welfare and happineſs of others; inſomuch, 
that the more * 

is his treaſure. Oh when God ſends the 


heart immediately is aſhamed of its ſelfiſn- 
jeſs: and now he learns a different love 


comes from above, which is farſt pure, then 


of merey and good fruits, without partiality, 
and without hypocriſy.” Oh how does 
human excellency ſhrink before the worth 
of Jeſu's Spirit. A ſoul that has put on 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is gloriouſly cloathed; 
then may ſuch a one be ſaid to be cloathed 
vith humility. Some gracious experience 
of the excellency of Jeſus Chriſt, makes me 
very deſirous to ſee you ſhining in his luſtre, 


four joy, and all, your treaſure. *T's my 


»lings 


* * 


ers are happy, the greater 


Spirit of his Son into any heart, ſuch a 


from ſelf- love. This is “the wiſdom which 
peaceable, gentle, eaſy to be entreated, full 


vearing the new man, where Chrift is all 


incere prayer, he may bleſs my poor f rib- 
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lings to this end. Jeſus teaches me not to de. 
y ran little matters. A bud always goes be. 
fore a flower; the excellency of a whole 

arden's treaſures come to their perfection 

y ſmall degrees. So, my friend, I aſſure 
you, creation itſelf teaches me to encourage 
you, and to nurſe the ſmalleſt ſhoots of yout 
youthful mind. Jeſu's Spirit leads me thus, 
and I think I may ſafely ſay, he aſſiſts me in 
many things I ſay to you. I am, 


Yours, &c: 


EPISTLE IV. 


OME, my friend, - once more, if you 
pleaſe, we will walk in the garden, 
Where we have had already ſo much plea- 
ſure and profit. Behold an alcove opening 
a view to a moſt extenſive green and ver- 
dant lawn! the trees on each ſidè, forming 
high walls of leaves, where the little birds in 
ſoothing warblings, pleaſe the ear, and calm 
the muling ming. Here ler us fit awhile, 
and enjoy the feaſt of friendly converſe. 

I am juſ-thinking, as pleaſures are the 
chief purſuit of the human mind, that 1 
is of great conſequence to make a judicious 
choice of them. Undoubtedly all pes 
ſures or amuſements, ought to be approve 
or diſapproved, according as they promos 
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or hinder our real welfare or happineſs: 
By this touchſtone may we try, which of 
them are our friends, and which of them 
our focs. For we may fafely pronounce all 
thoſe pleaſures, which have a tendency to 
hinder our real happineſs, to be our danger- 
ous enemies, and which we ought carefully 
to ſhun, and ſo much the more, as they are 
diſguiſed under the faireſt appearances. With 
reſpect to pleaſures, they may be ranked in 
two claſſes ; either thoſe which are ſet be- 
fore us by the liberal hand of our gracious 
God and Saviour, and which may be called 
natural or ſimple pleaſures ; or thoſe which 
are ſet before us by the invention or device 
of man, and which may be called unnatural 
and artificial pleaſures. Now we will ex- 
amine theſe two claſſes, and endeavor to 


find out which of them tend to promote our 
happineſs, and which of them tend to hinder 


it; and by coming to the knowledge of this 
matter, we may be happily aſhſted in our 
choice, which to receive, and which to reject, 

With regard to ſimple or natural plea- 
ſures, they are various; ſuch as the har- 
mony and beauty of the creation, in its 
plants, flowers, trees, birds, beaſts, waters 
and fiſhes; as alſo the glory of the crea- 
tion in the ſun, conſidered with reſpect to 
Its brightneſs and luſtre, and its beneficial 


influences and great uſefulneſs upon the 


45 > earth; 
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earth; as alſo the different ſeaſons of the 
year, in ſpring, ſummer, &c. The dif- 
ference of night and day, the ſurprizing re- 
volutions of the planets, and the regularity 
and wonderful ſwiftneſs of their movements, 
Here we may alſo conſider the exceeding 
uſefulneſs of the four elements, earth, air, 
fire, and water. 

From the earth ſprings all the innume- 
rable wonders of trees, plants, fruits, 
flowers, &c. All abounding in the moſt 
exquiſite colours, ſmells, taſtes, and uſe- 
fulneſs. 
Through the channel of the air, flows all 
the refreſhing dews, rains, and fweet in- 
finences,, which give the earth its pleaſing 
aſpect, and rich fruitfulneſs; the air alſo is 
the great field, where the innumerable tribes 
of birds range, of all ſorts and colours, 
plealing to the ſight, grateful to the ear, 
from their various and pretty notes, and ex- 
tenſively uſeful in the ſpreading our tables 
with food. From the element of fire (of 
which the ſun is the fountain) flows heart - 
chearing light and warmth; cauſing the 
creation to ſmile, and to wear the moſt 
chearful countenance, filling it with fruit- 
fulneſs and beauty. And, laſtly, from the 
element of water are we indebted, in every 
particular of life almoſt, whether abroad or 
at home; by it, all eatables are made 

wholſome 
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wholſome and palatable; by it, we are ena- 
bled to introduce cleanlineſs and ſweetneſs 
in our habitations, apparel, and food. In 
the waters alſo range the innumerable variety 
of fiſhes, great and ſmall, of every fort and 
kind, for our uſe and profit, | 
Again, ſimple pleaſure; comprehend the 
contemplation of the wonderful ſtructure of 
our own bodies and faculties, the ſenſations 


of friendſhip, benevolence, and all the mu: . 


tual endearments of the various ſocial con- 
nections of life. Oh what a field is here for 
true pleaſure and entertainment! Oh what 
furniture is here for ſweet thoughts, and re- 
flections, and pleaſing meditation ! how 
might the noble faculty of ſpeech be here 
employed to our pleaſure and real profit! 


and converſafion be made one of the greateſt 


pleaſures in life. 
In the rank of ſimple pleaſures we may 


include alſo converſation with books, when - 


judiciouſly choſen, and written by the truly 
wiſe, For ſuch a prudent reading enlarges 
the mind, exerciſes the thoughts, and makes 


converſation, one with another, more rich 
and full of matter. But above all, the ſtudy 


land reading of the ſacred ſcriptures, dic- 
tated by God's own Spirit, deſerves the pre- 
ference, and is full of comfort and delight. 


It would be endleſs to innumerate tlie vari- 
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ous pleaſures, which nature in its ſimplicity, 
continually affords. | . 
Nc let us conſider how far theſe plea- 
{ures terd to our real welfare and happineſs. 
In the firſt place, they are produced from 
the moſt perfect and unerring wiſdom and 
power of Immanuel; in whom dwelleth 
all the treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge ;” 
and whoſe works cannot have the leaſt im- 
perfection or fault. And in conſequence of 
this, theſe pleaſures are full of peace, com- 
Poſure, and tranquility : they never cloy the 
mind, they never hurt it; but are ſuch real 
triends to our welfare, that at the ſame time 
they pleaſe us, they naturally lead the mind 
to the bounteous giver of them all, and 
point out the love of God. Oh, my friend, 
how valuable are ſuch pleaſures" how deſerv- 
ing our eſteem and regard! Theſe pleaſures 
alſo are as open and ready to offer their ſer- 
vice to the poor as well as rich. Money is 
of no avail here. For theſe pleaſures are 
without expence or price. Again, they are 
always at hand; they wait upon us at home 
and abroad, or when alone, or in converſa- 
tion, they preſent their ſervice. Theſe are 
pleaſures which excite no envy, pride, or 
emulation, but rather cheriſh in the mind. 
* "Kindneſs and good-will to one another. 
Theſe pleaſures never tire or fatigue the ſpi- 


rits, but promote the health both of the 
body 
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body and mind : they promote eaſe and con- 
tent in every ſtation of life: they excite 
chearfulneſs, and courteſy, and ſerenity of 
mind, and lead us continually to the true end 
of our creation. Such are the pleaſures 
which flow from the wiſdom of God. In 
ſhort, they are innocent, uſeful, * pleaſing, 
inſtructive, ſerene, and without expence. 
Thefe, oh Jeſus, are thy wile contrivances, 
and pure and perfect works. Oh then they 
are truly valuable, and worthy to be 
elteemed and embraced. 

But now, my friend, let us examine thoſe 


pleaſures which are the inventions of man, 


and artificial, and fee whether they merit the 
ſame eſteem and value. With regard to the 
pleaſures under the ſecond claſs, they are 
various; ſuch as all ſorts of games, plays, 
dancings, muſic- meetings, cards, faſhions, 
dreſſes, ſhews, &c. Now let us conſider 
how far theſe pleaſures tend to our real wel- 
fare and happineſs. » 


As the pleaſures of nature flow from ths | 


pureſt and moſt excellent wiſdom and con- 
trivance of Jeſus the perfection of purity, 
ſo theſe artificial pleaſures flow from the 
moſt conſummate ignorance and folly. They 
flow from the impure fountain of e 
nature, and are the children of folly, pride 
and ſin. And as ſuch, they are full of poi- 
Jon and venom, hurry, trouble and agitation; 
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they weary their purſuers, diſcompoſe their 
minds and cath folly, pride and fin, and 
intirely cauſe a diſreliſn to all the charms of 
ſimple nature: and ſuch real enemies are 
they to our true welfare and happineſs, that 
they lead the mind entirely away from God, 
and from the end of our creation. They 
cloak the mind with weeds, and continually 
blow up the coals of pride, envy, emulation, 
vanity and nonſenſe ; and cauſe 1n the foul a 
continual fever and flutter. | | 
Again, as they are expenſive, they ſtir up 
the love of money, the root of all evil, and 
by this means introduce diflatisfa&tion in our 
ſeveral ſtations of life, and ſo rob the mind 
of thoſe precious jewels, eaſe and repoſe. 
They alſo tend to quench every ſpark of re- 
ligion, and to ripen the mind more and more 
to hate God, and all his ways. A1 
Again, with regard to reading, theſe plea- 
ſures cauſe the mind to reliſh no books but 
thoſe which tend to corrupt and inflame the 
mind, and. fill it with extravagant and un- 
natural ideas and imaginations. Hence 
ſprings the peſt of all romances, novels, lies 
and falſities ; where all the curſed fruits of 
ſin are adorned and dreſſed up by the devil, 
to ſteal and infinuate theſe things into the 
human mind; and ſo cauſe the ſoul to loath 
the pure word of God, and the dictates of 
wiſdom and truth: ſo that nothing 9 
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but what is unnatural and falſe, abominable 
and finful, Such are the bitter fruits of 
artificial pleaſures. And the ſame evils flow 
from all the pleaſures of man's invention, of 
whatever ſort or kind. With theſe pleaſures 
is it that the devil is continually batting his 
hooks to catch unwary fouls ; by which they 
may become an eaſy prey to his power and 
deviliſh malice. The pleaſures of man's in- 
vention entirely unfit the mind for any other 
converſation than what is vain, fooliſh, 
empty, infipid and ſinful. With theſe fruits 
all that is ſaid or ſpoke is tinctured; while 
every other ſubject, truly valuable, is 
baniſhed from the place, being quite diſ- 
reliſhed and even mocked at: Such are the 
poiſonous fruits of: theſe pleaſures which de- 
luded man calls innocent amuſements. But 
ſurely they are enmity againſt God ; they are- 
the ſtrong holds of ſatan; the canker of 
the mind, and the deſtroyers of all true peace, 
reſt and joy in this world, and lead to de- 
ſtruction in the next. Qh, who then but 
ſuch as are blinded. by the devil would fol- 
low theſe pleaſures, ſuch bloody foes to true 
happineſs and peace! Surely, ſurely, every 
. wiſe perſon would. ſhun them as: the plague- 
itſelf, For as they are criminal, deceitful, 
falſe, artificial, and flowing from. corrupt. 
nature, they deſerve to be rejected and ut- 
terly. renounced, by all that feek for true - 
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harpineſs. But oh * in wiſdom's ways, all 
is pleaſantneſs, and all her paths are paths of 
peace.“ Come then, my friend, with chear- 
fulneſs and truechriſtian courage, refuſe ſuch 


Pleaſures which are the production of cor- - 


ruption and ſin: and Jeſus will guide you 
continually in the way of his peace, which 
paſſeth all underſtanding.” Much more might 
be ſaid on this ſubject, but methinks the ceaſ- 
ing of the little birds to fing, and the falling 


deus put us in mind of returning home; ſo 


here we will break off the ſubject at preſent. 
If any hints that are here dropt, may be ſome 
means of aſſiſting you in a wiſe choice of 


your amuſements, it would give yoo joy 
1 ; 


to him who now concludes himſe 


Evan- 
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Evangelical Poems. 


SOLILOQUY on the Vanity of LIrE. 


H life; a painted bubble ſure thou art, 


That with thy gaudy ſhows doth cheat the 


heart; 
Thoſe things which thou doſt ſet before our eyes, 


When touch'd they burſt, and all their beauty dies. 
A ſhadow vain is all terreſtrial joy, 

Which ſoon the heart of mortal man doth cloy. 
True peace in world]y things 1s but a dream, 


Tho? diſtant view'd, to promiſe much doth ſeem, 2 


How oft this truth have I been deeply taught! 
And yet how oft bewitcht therein and caught! f 


Vain world, farewel, and al} thy empty ware, 
To ſeek for j joy I elſewhere now prepare, 
I'm now inclin'd to tread the narrow way, 
Which leads to peace and everlaſting day. 


. For 


— — — 


N 1 * 
* 
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For ſure tis he alone who made my ſoul, 
(Where thoughts immenſe continually do roll,) 
That can content its eager craving graſp, 
Which pines and longs true ſolid peace to claſp, 


What's this that beams within my troubled breaſt, 
And ſeems to point the way to peace and reſt ? 
It ſays that in the love of God there's balm, 
That all the ſorrows of the mind doth calm: 
That in his preſence is the fulleſt joy, 
And pleaſures rich and ſure, which ne'er can cloy. 
Come the ay ſou), unto thy Saviour go, 
Exchange for things above, thy toys below ; 
Patient awhile, and with him thou ſhalt reign, 
Quite free from all thy fin, and grief, and pain. 


— — - — — ne nn ERR, 
0 


The SEARCH after HapPINEss. 


YH happineſs, at which all men do aim, 
How few know more of thee,than juſtthename, 
Alas ! how eager is poor mortal's chaſe 
In ſearch of thee, in ev'ry land and place: 
. They 


+ "They talk of thee, and yet they know these not j 


Lach in life, with youth and ſpirit fluſh'd; 
In queſt of happineſs, I ſwiftly ruſh'd. 
And, firſt, I ſearch'd in pleafure's painted field; 
But ah I the ſought-for pearl, it did not yield. 
Tdreſs'd, anddanc'd, lock d briſk, and:bold and Bayh: 
And thus I cours'd the gen'ral giddy way. | 
To various things I now myſelf apply'd ;. 

No ſtone I left unturn'd, to feed ma e; 

Eager that I might each acquirement gain, 
That I the end of all might ſoon attain, 

Which was to court my fellow - mortal 's praiſe, 
That they upon a worm might look and gaze. 
To pleaſe (not God, but) man, my chiefeſh care: 
To loſe applauſe, was too my greateſt fear. 


Some time being ſpent in this my gay purſuit, 
High time, methought, *twas now to reap the fruit. 
But ah, alas ! I found *twas all a cheat, 

Pricks, thorns, and ſtings, compos'd the bitter treat. 
Sometimes amongſt the rich and great I'd go, 

But ſovn I learn'd, tas all xn empty ſhow : 
ö | Riches 
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| Richesand honors cry'd, * Peace dwells not here : 
All is, not gold that doth like gold appear. 
I now began to ſlack my giddy race, | 1 


For thoughts like theſe, my ſoul would oft oppreſa. 
If T mould die, what, comes of all this dreſs? 
Ah me ! muſt all theſe things, ſo rich and brave, 
Be quite obſcur'd within the duſky grave? 

Muſt all this furniture, ſo gay, ſo bright, 

Be veil'd for ever in eternal night ? 

Of what avail, all this my toil and pains, 
When death ſhall trip me of ſuch empty gains ? 
Such were the thoughts that prey'd upon my heart, 
And caus'd, at times, much ſorrow, grief and ſmart. 


Tr now, chagrin'd, THER a freſh purſuit, 
To ſeek for reſt, I took another rout : 
For oh I thirſted much to taſte this fruit. 
The noiſy city and its gaudy dreams, 
I left, and haſted to the rural ſcenes. 
Tig here, I cry'd, true happineſs I'II find, : 
Which ſhall content the hungrings of my mind. 
Now much I ſlipt away from buſy crouds, 
And paid my court to meads, and ſtreams, and woods. 
Ve woods and ſilent ſhades, ye privy were, 
How oft I ſought for peace with many a tear! 
78 | But 


4 * 4 - —— 
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But ah, alas ! how much was I ſurpriz'd, ++ 
To find in rural charms 'twas not compriz'd ; 
For oft, when bury'd in ſome friendly ſhade, 
Where art thou, art thou, happineſs I ſaid? _ 
The warbling birds, in vain their carols try'd, +. 
Something's yet wanting, my poor ſpirit cry d. 
In fair creation's ſweet and kind retreats 
I kdp'd to find content with all her ſweets. 

How oft! oh Kenſington, thy verdent charms; / 
Whole days have ſcreen d me from the town's alarms! 
How oft with diſcontent and anguiſh torn, 
I bruſh'd with weary ſtep each flow'ry lawn | 
You're privy to my ſwellings, throbs, and ſighs, 
With folded arms, and down-caſt head and eyes, 
You're fair, ſaid I, but like a painted dream, 
Vou ſoon muſt loſe, what beauteous now doth ſeem 2 
Mutation frowns upon your verdent pride. 
Content in what's ſo fading can't refide. 

Ye blooming roſes that perfume the air, 

A few days more, and then you'l diſappear : 
Such human bliſs J I cry'd, and drop'd a tear. 


* 


— 


At length convinc'd that all the world was graſs, 
Such thoughts as theſe within my ſoul would paſs. 
| | In 


* 


% © 


In vain from place to place, I ſeek for reſt; 
| Allearthly joys prove thorns, when cloſely prefs'd, 
My mind immortal, cannot happy be 
In ought that's daſh'd with mutability. 
All earthly things ſoon, like the morning dew, 
Do quickly Fade, and Joſe their bright: hues 


Soon after this L met with ſuch a friend, 
Which fure the love of God to me did ſend, 
To fliew my ſoul the precious road to peace ;- 
And where to find the cordial balm of caſe. 
| > Oh Hava dear l how can I Cer forget 
| The day when firſt thy happy converſe met: 
A ſettled joy and peace ſhone in thy look, 
a Before thee lay, God's holy, ſacred book. 
Oft chee I learn'd, that on the throne of God, 
Pair peace did keep her fix' and ſole abode : 
_ That Chriſt alone could only give me reſt, 
The Prince of peace, who calms the troubled beat. 
In ſhort, this path I now did burn to tread. 
L hunger'd much to feed on heavenly bread. 
Muy ears receiv'd, and drank the joyful found, 
And ſoon my heart with joy did too abound. 
I now was dleſsd, and did receive my fight ;. 
3 . into Chriſt's glorious light: 
Vs. The 
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The ſecret of the Lord my ſoul did prove, 

I did no more with pining grief complain, 

Sorrow was fled, with all its gloomy train, 
Immanuel's name a myſtery contain'd, 

So ſweet, it drove away whatever pain d. 
Twas now I found that ſolid heav'nly reſt | 
Which glows within the real chriſtian's breaſt, 


True Happineſs I now moſt ſurely know, 
Dwells not in any mortal thing below; 
They who believe in Chriſt alone do find 
That joy which only can content the mind? 
Then town or country both alike 4 1 
Each place is bleſt where Chriſt doth give n | 


Oh prais'd be God, I've prov'd the ſecond births 
And now I long to quit this brittle earth. 
« For me to live is Chriſt, to die is gain: 
"With angels foon I'll ſing u higher firain. 


114 
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' : * * + © 1 11 * 
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Riſe, my friend, let's to the fields repair, - 
And taſte the fragrance of the morning's air J 
The riſing ſun beams forth his glad'ning ray, 
And chaſes ſwift the ſhades of night away. 
Now the briſk lark his lively ſong begins, 

Joy ſwells bis throat, and flutters on his wings. 
The tuneful thruſh ſprings from his downy neſt, 
And warbles chearful from his little breaſt, 
Green hills and dales the joyous ſignal takes, 
And all the feather'd tribes from lumber wakes. 
The bleating flocks and lowing herds ariſe, _ 
And gladly join the chorus of the ſkies, - 
While from the cryſtal wat'ry limpid ſtream, = 
The bounding fiſh acknowledges the theme. 
Expanding flow'rs now break their dewy tear, 
And ſcent with thouſand ſweets th* ambient air. 
The butterfly doth now his plumes diſcloſe, 

And ſips ambroſia from the bluſhing roſe, 

Awhile let's ſhun the world's vain noiſe and ſtriſe, 
And taſte the calmer joys of rural life. 
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No anxious cares do nature's ſweets annoy, 12 
Whoſe ſober bleſſings chear and never cloy. 
Let's gaze, and talk, and gratefully admire, | 
Wonders that tun'd of old the pſalmiſt's lyre. 
With him tranſported with the glorious fight, | 
Let's praiſe our maker, and his love recite, - — 
He bids the grape pour its nectarious juice, | 
The luſcious pear he mellows for our uſe, 5 
He hangs the muſky apricot and melting peach; 
And bends the purple plumb within our reach. 
For us his goodneſs form'd the warbling throng, 
And tunes the nightingale's harmonious ſong. 
Behold the the low'ry populace around. 
With ſplendid colours paint the verdant ground 1 
His bounty cloath'd them in that rich array, 
His bounty bid them all their balms diſplay. 
From which, that we might reap a coſtly treat. 

He form'd the bee, t extract the liquid ſweet 3 


Thie poem ſuppoſes the mind. to be at peace with God by 
Jeſus Chriſt ; and then experience ſufficiently eonvinceth, that the 
whole creation is as a handmaid to affiſt and help the foul in its 
ſpiritual courſe. But without peace within, anxious cares and diſ- 
contents will follow poor man whereſoever he goes; as may plainly 
appear by the author's own confeſſion in the foregoing poem. 


| And 


* 
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And taught them how with niceſt {kill to make; 
Taue luſcious balſam of the honey's cake; 
\.- God's goodneſs waves theſe fertile fields of corn; 


come, o tny friend, in tranquil peace let's talk, 
And on theſe glorious themes we'll ſweetly walk. 
Where, free from noiſe, God's mercy, grace and love. 
Shall tune our ſpeeth, and wing our thoughts above, 
| Arid by true faith, we'll unſeen things deſery, 
And learn both how to live, and how to die. 


On the Binwrr of the adorable Jazvs 


AN any nobler theme invite my pen, 
Then this diſplay of love to finful-men ? 
To us us a child is born, 4 Son is given 3” | 
The virgii's child, and yet the Lord from heaven: 
The woman's ſeed, and yet the mighty God; 
His name Immanuel, fit to be ador'd, 
Creation's author now becomes a man, | 
| Anil brings to light redemption's glorious plan. 
Angel 


Angels pure nature, doth not on him take, 

But Ab' ram's ſeed, a laſting peace to make. 

My God, 1 ſing of humble Mary born, 

Sure never, never, was a brighter morn, 

Wich healing in his wings this ſun did riſe, 

More chearing far than that which gilds the ſkies, 
A ſun of righteouſneſs, Jeſus is his name, 

To ſave me from my fins on earth he came, 
The buds of ſpring, from warmth of fun deriv'd, 
By dews and rains, are not ſo much reviv d, 

Af is my ſoul when I by faith can ſee, 

The ſun's Creator born a man for me, 

This Sun, my budding hopes doth ſweet expand, 
And fmooths my way, whilſt in a foreign land. 
This Sun ſuch bright and glorious beams diſplays, 
It turns my darkeſt nights to blooming days, 
I bleſſed am in Jeſu's ſacred name; 

His boundleſs love I will aloud proclaim : 

My ſoul rejoices in my Lord and God, 
Becauſe I'm bought with his moſt precious blood; 
My fins in his own ſacred body dear, 


Wich all their filth, and guilt, and wrath, he bare, 


He lov'd and waſh'd me from the heavy load; 
And cloath'd me with the righteouſneſs of God. 


* Truth 


aw. Ya if #ioaGct _ 
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te Truth and ſweet mercy in him kindly meet, 
And righteouſneſs and peace each other greet :” 
In ſweeteſt. harmony they here agree, 
I From hell, and death, and wrath, to ſet me free. 
<< In me (that's in my fleſh) dwells no good thing,” 
Yet in the Lamb I'm perfect, pure and clean. 
In him a glorious name I now poſſeſs, 
Both wiſdom, life, and ſtrength, and righteouſneſi. 
3 I'm born anew in Jeſus Chriſt my head, 
; In him I live, been quick'ned from the dead, 
Riſen with him, I now on things above 
Fix my attention, for my God is love.” 


* 


1 


6—— 
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The CATERPILLAR and BUTTERFLY, 


| NE morn upon a fragrant roſe, 
Which did a thouſand ſweets diſcloſe, 
Its leaves be ſprinkled o'er with dew. 
And bluſhing with a crimſon hue ; 
. A butterfly in gay attire, | 
Its wings diſplay'd, where did conſpire 
More beauteous tints, than what array'd 
The coat of Joſeph, when betray'd. 
© #®The 


The gaudy fly ſeem'd buſy here, - 
In ſlipping up the balmy tear, 

And much inclin'd was I to think, 
It prov'd a rich and precious drink, 


Upon a neighb'ring leaf below, 
Crawling with heavy ſteps and flow, 

A caterpillar-worm I'ſpy'd, + 

Whoſe ruſty coat with brown was dy d: 
When ſtraight it ſoon began to eat 

The traſhy leaves, a homely treat: 

| Tt knew no reliſh for the flow'r, 

Which tho' around its ſweets did pour, 
The grov'lling worm enjoy'd it not, 
Nor knew his neighbour's better lot. 


This ſight did hold my fteps and eyes, 
And drew my mind to moralize : | 
Bebold, ſaid I, this poor mean worm, 
Which crawls along in reptile form | 
It knows no higher feaſt than leaves; 
And all the ſweets that roſes gives, 

It overlooks and mindeth not, 
Nor cares ſor all a ſingle jot. 
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To tafte the roſe.it:hath no ſenſe, 
But gives to leaves 9 


: ' This infoft then, fo vile and low, 
The natural man doth plainly ſhow ; 
Whoſe taſte's ſo bad, and very mean, 
And love to trath ſo very keen. 
That all the ſweets of Sharon's Roſe, 
And bleſfings which it doth diſcloſe, 
No pleaſure to him do afford, 

| Tho' fragrant with the love of God: 
Not all the ſweets of Chriſtian. peace, 
Nor all its flow'rs of balmy eaſe, 

Are taking to his tafte or fight, 
Such are tue children af the night. 


On earthly things their minds do craw), 
” On leaves, and traſh, and garbage roll: 


There, ever ſtuff d with duſt and ſtrife, 
They trample on the bread of life : 


Thus they with this poor worm agree, | 


And in this glaſs themſelves may ſee. 


But now I quickly turn'd my eye, 
And gaz'd upon my butterfly. 


A 


4 * 
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A wondrous change I cry'd is here | 
Which doth before me now appear. 
What beauties do thy wings difplay, © 
Whilſt flutt'ring in the beams of day! 
How diff rent now is thy employ! _ 
How different too thy ſenſe of joy. 
A month ago, like this poor wormy 
Was Cloathed in a reptile form, 
No wings hadſt then to ſodr and fly, 
Nor could the ſweets of flow'rs deſcry : 
Like him, would' faſten on 2 leaf, | 
And marr its edges with thy teeth; 
Eſteeming it both ſweet and good, 
Eftrang'd from mare delicious food. 
But now being riſen from the dead, 
To loath ſuch traſh art fully made: 
To ſip and feaſt on flow'ry balm, 
Doth now thy taſte and ſenſes charm: 
Thou now doſt fly, and wing thy way, 
And lov'ſt to bak! in Imiles of day „ x 
Waving around thy painted wings, 1 
burpaſiing far the robes of kings : | N 
o crawl and creep, no longer now, 
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With wonder fd, I paus'd awhile, 
MI foul with joy did inward ſmile ; 


At length my thoughts in utt'rance brake, 


And thus again began to ſpeak. 


How lively doth this emblemiſe 


>a Thoſe chriſtian ſouls, thoſ®.tru)y wiſe, 


Who in the Lord are born anew, 
To taſte the joys both full and, true. 


They now forſake the giddy throng, 


Dold things with chem are paſt and gone | 


They now mount up, and baſk, and foar, - 


On wings of faith ; they now explore 
© The flow'ry ſweets of Jeſu's love, 


© -* Where trueſt joys they richly prove: 


Salvation's garment now they wear, 

And in God's righteouſneſs appear; 

la which they always beauteous ſhine, 
Aud drink large draughts of love divine. 
Being cloathed with their Lord and God, 
And waſh'd from fin in Jeſu's blood; 


They now rejoice in his free grace, 
And chearful run their chriſtian race: 8 
| . Counting 


0 


A fall Bunch of Vidfits, 129 
Counting all things but dung and droſs, *  - 
But what's contain'd in Jeſa's croſs. 

They part with all their former toys, 

Exchang'd for more and heavenly joys ; 
Contented with the bread of life, 

They fly from worldly noiſe and ſtrife ; 

The tranſient ſweets of earthly things, 

No real pleaſure to them brings, 

Unleſs in them they tafte the Lord, 

Ualeſs in them they find their God. 


Thus muſing to myſelf did ſay, 
The real chriſtian clearly may, 2 
As in a glaſs himſelf eſpy, - + $6 _ 
Whilſt gazing on a butterfly. 3 


Nor ended yet my moral here, 

For ſomething more did now appear.* * 
Methought as forms do much ſurpaſy 
Their ſhades reflected in a glaſs, 

So much doth chriſtian bliſs exceed 

Its image faint, which here I read. 

For this bright ſhining gaudy fly 
Will ſoon corrupt, and fade, and die; "6 
| „ An 
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All its gay coldurs tarniſh muſt. 
And fall, and crumble, in the dul; 


And very ſoon will be forgot, 
As if it had exiſted. not, 


Not ſo the chriſtian new-born man; 
On him corruption never can 
Deprive him of his heav'nly ſtore, 
Enereaſing always more and more. 
His bleſſed path, like-dawning Tight, 
Each moment riſing yet more bright, 
Till all is fill'd with perfect day, 
Such, ſuch, indeed's the chriſtian way. 


And what doth crown his weight of bliſs, 


And joy divine, conſiſts in this; 4 


No thief, or moth, can e're aſſail 


His treaſure great wittrin the veil. 

But oh ! what words can fully trace 
FTh' unbounded riches of God's grace? 
Too rich, and full, to be ex preſt; 
Come then, my ſou), and muſo the reſt. 


Vet filence now once more ans 


And to the reptile worm I ſpake. 


Thou 
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Thou muſt be born again, to taſte 
The treaſures of thy neighbour's feaſt ; 
Till then thou wilt no credit give, 
That dying is the way to live. 
But if thou never prov'ſt a change, 
Thou ne'er can'ſt fly, nor ſoar, nor range. 
- Ah! fooliſh worm, thy preſent caſe 
Is but, at beſt, thy true diſgrace : 
Such thou wilt know, when thou ſhalt die 
And riſe again a butterfly, 


Thus fooliſh man involy'd in pride, 
Converſion's change he-doth deride ; 
And though his glory is but graſs, 
Which in God's eye, as dung doth. paſs, - 
Yet ftill is plum'd in his difgrace, 4 ah | 
And mocks and ſcorns the new- born race: | 
Who being wak'd from nature's night, * 
And made to ſhine in Jeſu's lignt; | 
Still worldly men, in ign'rance clad; . 
Eſteem them fools and think them mat. © } 


. 1 
* 


* 
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| Ah, fooliſh men, while not too late, 2 
Caeaſe from. your ſcorn, and pride, and hate 5 5 


If 
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""W you would gain the happy prize, 
Become as fools, and you'll be wiſe. 
The change which caterpillars prove, 
When they can fly and ſweetly rove, 
Is but av image low and faint, 
Of ev'ry chriſtian new-born faint. 
| When once the bleſſed change you prove, 
E You then will find that Jeſu's love 
(Which now you think an idle dream, 
The produce only of mere whim) 
Is conſolation ſure and ſtrong, 
And that believers much you wrong. 


Phe beauties of the butterfly 

The caterpillar can't deſcry : 

No more can you your credit give 

To that bleſt life which chriſtians live. 
What then, becauſe you're poor and blind, 
Think you, you hurt a chriſtian mind? 
No, no, their joy is much above 
be reach of all your hate and love. 
. | They only wiſh your bleſſed change, 

Fuat you with them may alſo range 

In all che paths of chriſtian peace, 


+; Where diſcontents doth ever ceaſe, 
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Then you ſhall tos your voices raiſ c, 

And join with tiiem the Lord to praiſe: 

Singing how worthy is the Lamb, 

Who ſav'd us from our thrall and ſhame, 

All power and honour to receive, 

In heaven above, and earth beneath: 

And then aſide, I'll lay my pen, 

And join with all, to ſay Amen. 


On preſenting 2 Ros. 


THIS beauteous roſe, whoſe ſilken bluſhing 


leaves, 
n all-around, its charming fragrance breaths, 


Will quickly whither ; its colours fade away, 
Its bloom will ſicken, and its ſweets decay. 


Such is the glory of poor mortal man 
His life a vapour, and his days a ſpan. 
And tho), like flowers, amidſt the humbler graſs, 
Same do their lower comrades much ſurpaſs, 
In beauty, riches, honour, pomp and parts ; 
_ Profound in knowledge, vers'd in curious arts : 
$4. Fi | ver 
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Yet when the gaudy bubble life doth btek, 
Then all together in one mouldeting heap nA 
Of earth, and duſt, like flowers and graſs do Lie: 
For graſs muſt fade, and flowers and they muſt die. 


But tho* mutation frowns on earthly things, 2 
Yet glorious tidings now a Saviour brings: 
Whoe'er believes in him, ſhall never die, 
Their life is hid with Chriſt beyond the ſky. © 
In him, new-born of incorrupted feed; 
Who did for all their fins on Calv'ry bleed, 

To them he gives his o unchanging name: 
Both now and ever Jeſus Chriſt the Lamb. 
fe gives eternal life, immortal bliſs, == 
Unchanging reſt, unfading joy and peace, 
Therefore, my friend, in him for ever boaſt, 
Who doubly has reſtord whateer we loſt, 
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Wrote Extempore 4 little after 
; Sun-RTISE. 


* 
AIL! to thy brightneſs, glorious ſun, 


That gilds the opening day; 
How far beyond the: cold- pale moon. 


Thy warm ſuperior ray! 


* 


2. | 

At thy approach all nature ſmiles,, , * 

Its orient tears dry up, | , 

The birds with ſongs the time beguiles,, . ©... +. 
With gladning joy they hop. 


| . | cr UP 

But oh how ſhort the tranſient ñãamk ã 

Thy haſtning ſteps forbode, ak 

That the refulgence of thy beam 
ls but a fading good. 


"a 


4 uh 
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4+ 
Such are the joys of human life ! 

Dey bud, they bloom, they die, 
_ While pain with pleaſure makes a ftrife, 
Aud change with each doth vie. 


5. 
On ſickly ſtate of ſhort-liv'd time ? 
Under mutation's rule: 

How oft thy various changes chime, 
Our fanguine ſchemes to cool.; 


4 
| 6 
Well, mee Bader, [ hear your voice, 
In facred wiſdom calf, 


You? lectures make me much rejoice, 
And comfort; ſmiles in all. 


T- 
What tho? the golden lamp of day 
Will ſwiftly haſten down, 
And all life's joys do paſs away, ' 
| And yaniſh vesy ſoon 3 


* 
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..C 
Vet ill a ſun prepares to riſe, 
That brings eternal day ;, 
And ſhews us an immortal prize: 
That never will decay. 


9. 
Eternal life, eternal joy s. 
Their treaſures will diſplay ;. 
There—happineſs that never cloys,. 
No more mutation's prey. 


8 
The crown of all, eternal loves 
Delighting much to bleſs; 
What greater heav'n can be above, 3 
Than gazing on his face ! 


W - „ 


* 


Then ehriſſian friends ſhall part more, 
No more complain of grief; 
Tbeir loſſes heav'n will all reſtore, 

And bring to all relief. 
my F 6 


0 


* 
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12. 
On may we then like virgins wiſe, 
| Watch for the Bridegroomi's call, 
Keeping in view the glorious prize, 
And nought ſhall us appall. 


- 
* 


13. 
Commenced grace, is glory's bud, 
Ev'n while we're here below, 
= Grace is the dawn of every good, 
From whence true pleaſures flow, © 


- ola 


* SHARON'S Rosr. 


Cant. i. li. 1 
* 


I: 
as bi have war nth hat green; 
Is half T6 ſweet as Sharon's beauteous roſe ; 
No tongue of man or angel ere can tel! 
How much all other ſweets it doth excel. | 
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This fragrant flow'r revives the drooping heart, 
Cures ev'ry grief and woe, and pungent ſmart; 
Its wondrous virtues gives celeſtial peace, 
Which once obtain d, doth evermore incfeaſe.” 
As op'ning buds expand in bluſhing flowers 
Whenwarm'd with April ſuns and mcg 
As ligt improving to, meridian day, 'L 
So boundleſs joys attend his brightning waxte 1 
And when all earthly things ſhall fade 4 
J Its ſacred charms mag e qe 


„* * 


* at » 

21 N , = * 
1 , " 7 N . . 

: | * „ 
* 4 * 
LIE | AM af Violets. 
* | - 6. * «\ Sv * = 5 # / *« - : 
- \- * , - % 
4 of 2 4 N * - 4 - 7 a 
" p ” 4 4 " pu 7 « I " "xr y #3 © "?&1 | 
0 4 40 # & . * * : * * t 21 ! 

fe 0 


* 
. - 


An Acroſtic on JESUS CHRIST. 
i am the only © Way, the Truth, the Life,” . 

F vn I, that cauſe the waves to ceaſe their ſtrife, 

"Salvation ſure, I to my brethren. bring; 


U nder the ſhade of my almighty wing, 
8 ecure they ſit, with joyful hearts they ſing. 
«: 

C all'd by my voice, my ſheep ſoon know the ſound, 
High rais's above their foes, their joys abound. 

X eleaſt from all their ſio, they dwell with me. 
I am the Lord their God who ſet them free. 
$ kreen'd from all harm, in me they always proye, 
T be joys I find within my Father's love, 


/ 


* 


® * 
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on one of CurisT's © 


Sheep. C 4 


An Acroſtic 


in Chriſt defore the worlds were made; 
O n this foundation was my ſafety laid. 
R ich grace provided for my fin a cure: 
N ew born in Jeſus Chriſt, I ſtand ſecure. 
E ternal life in him I now poſleſs, 4 
L ovely alone in his own righteouſneſs. 
1 n his moſt precious blood and death, I gain 
U nthought-of freedom from my fin and pain : 
8 ure this demands, of praiſe, the higheſt ſtrain, 


C hriſt now is riſen, and by all he's prais'd, 
A bove the heavens all in glory rais'd: 
Y ielding o'er all, eternal pow'r divine, 

L ives, ever lives, 5nd makes his vict'rĩes mine. 
E ach ſpirit, high in bliſs, adores the Lamb; 


” 


Y es, chou art worthy, Lord: I do the fame, 


The 
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The BzL1zvzr addrefled by his 
. WarTcu, 


Eliever, when beholding me, 
An Emblem of thyſelf here ſee” 
My ſprings are hid from outward ſhey.3. 
My ticking pulſe j is not in view z 
And yet my face the hours diſcloſe, 
Th' effect appears tho* hid the cauſe :: 

I conſtant ſerve thee, night and day z, 

My work admit of no delay. | 


So chriſtian, iet thy inward lights, 
Enjoy'd in Chriſt, appear in fight! 
Tet outward works to all proclaim, _ 
ta, Thy faith-unfeign'd in. Jeſu's name l ö 

For all who're waſh'd in Jeſu's blood. 

Are lovers of the law of God. ; 

What God hath join'd, let none divide!!! 
Na tree that's good its fruit can hide: 


A' all hrt of ui , 52 
— 


But let riot works afflitnt”Chrif's pl lace z. 
Thou'rt juſtityd"aont by grace, 3 
FThus faith and works in love agree; , 4 = 
This'teſfon, Chriſtian, learn of m. = 
| 7 £31 4 N 4 Ig 7 . 5 
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Deliverance from the Law as a > Cove: 


_—_—% 


——*kint of Works, P Rom, vii, 3 


thee, O law, I will no longer fly, 

Sine thou didſt make my bleſſtd Saviour die: 
Thy vengeance fell upon his ſacred head, 
By which, ta all thy threats, I now am de 

HU Arrive ne mote" thy protriifes t“ obtain T1 


My'Saviout's teil to me is greater gan! 

In him störmal Me te me is gw nz 
In whoſe utoming nate, T enter hea n. 
Thy a, O l, is uſeleſs to me how]; 
The Lamb alone, he eaptivates my vew: 

He a the wiy, dy which my courſe 1 ters? 
e bus Tight 1 Al. and eimuet feat. 


ut 
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—— 
TW. cent of his Mead an bears den. 
The ſex of grace to all the favor'd throng- ... 
e 
Which ſooths the ſoul, and gives it ſolid eaſe. 
Here grace its beams of love doth ſhed abroad; | 
The foul looks up, and ſays, behold thy God | 
In this ſweet way, as forward on I move, _ 
Tp exice Ibex bee his . 


The Nx Covenant. 
eee e e one" 


r u Li9t'2 
0 2 


> Which God did make, is grace indeed; 
A covenant which ſtands both ſafe and ſure, 
And doth, from ey'ry foe, the ſoul ſecure. - 
The faithfulneſs of God, is here the rock, 
Which keeps the ſoul in ey ry trying ſhocks. | 
Merey built up, triumphant here doth dwell, 


And pms fn Oe Pry pon ef. 
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The fleſh, the world, and its deluſive ſmiles, 
And fatan's rage, with all his helliſh wiles, 
Which beat ſo hard upon the chriſtian heart, 
Can't make our God from his own word depart, 
His faithful word abides for evermore, | 
And lands his children fafe on Canaan's ſhore. 
All fleſh is graſs, like it doth fade away, 
And like the flower, its glory doth decay ; 
But yet God's word, it ever will abide, 
As ſure, as flow'd the blood from Jeſu's fide, -- 
This blood before the throne, ſo loudly ſpeaks 
That my accuſing foe, in vain he ſeeks 
To ſet my fins before my Lord and God, 
For they were waſh'd away by Jeſu's blood : 
And now for ever are they blotted out, T 
Therefore o'er hell vidtorious will I hot. 
No more with fin I charged &er can be, 
It dy'd with Jeſus.on the accurſed tree; | 
But not with Jeſus for to riſe again ; ig 
He left behind my curſe, and fin and pain, 2 
My once fick ſoul, now heab'd by Jeſu's ſtripes, 
Reſts ſafe in God, where all my tears he wipes ; 
Who ſays, My love, thou art exceeding fair, 
To feaſt on love eternal now prepare. 


« I've 
* * : | 


For this—his heart was pierced with a ſpear, 


1 
14 
1 
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<< I've low d thee fo, that all thy ſhame and ſin 
Myſelf, I bare, and made thee pure and clean; 
And now my love thou art ſo fair and bright, 
© That always thou art perſect in my ſight.” 
Exalted now in God's own righteouſneſs, 
There's nought can rob me of my happineſs, 
Thus in the grace of God, I muſt rejoice ; 
"Tis this that chears my heart, and tunes my voice, 


EvERLASTING Love, Jer. xxxi. 3. 
OW rich | how full ! is God's eternal grace: 
How bright its luſtre ſhines in Jeſu's face 
Who can conceive how much it overſipws, 
Beyond the fin of man, and all his woes ? 

Chriſt Jeſus left his heav'nly throne above, 
To ſhew to man, the riches of this love. 

For this—was nailed to the ſhameful tree, 
That he might ſet the captive pris'ner free. 


That he might looſe our bands of fin and fear. 
Pq WO ee Dun AY IRR. + 
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or this—the blood and water from his fide, 
In ſtreams did run to waſh his dear lov'd bride, 
For this—was Chriſt accurſed in her ſtead, | 
To ſet a crown of glory on her head: N 
And not in vain were all theſe wonders done; 
for Jeſus fought, o'ercame, and victry won. 
0h love immenſe! was ever love like this ! 
Which ſtoop'd ſo low, to ſet my ſoul in bliſs, 
Ob wiſdom infinite, and pow'r divine, 
And love, and truth, and altogether ſhine _ 
la one bright point, to bleſs. my raviſh'd heart: 
Oh ſweet effect of Jeſu's blood and ſmart !_ 
flere love and mercy flows, and knows no boundss 
While God's eternal grace the ſoul ſurrrounds. 


LoNGING To BE DISSOLVED: 


HE world I find-is all a dream, 
Therein no ſubſtanee can I find, 
ro promiſe much indeed doth ſeem, 
e And yet it cheats th* immortal mind. 


2. A 
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2. 

A ſtranger then I here remain, 
Abſent from home a little while, 
When ſoon reliev'd from ev'ry pain, 
Shall go to dwell in Jeſu's ſmile, 


3˙ 
This world's frail life is but a death, 
Which much obſcures the real day ; 
When this poor form ſhall loſe its breath, 
I then from death ſhall fly away. 


4. 
Methinks ! my mind doth much aſpire 
To mount unto its native home : 
With pantings ſtrong and quick deſire, 
I fain would ceaſe on earth to roam. 


bY | | 
A little while I ſhall ebtain 
Whate'er my hungry ſoul can crave; 
And with the Lord from every ftain. 
Shall praiſe that grace that did me ſave. 


„ HT. J 
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"HE only thing my ſoul defires, [ 
A And unto which it much aſpires 
I to receive the Spirit's life, 


Where there's no ſin, nor care, nor firife, 


2. a | 
There is a tree, where God is root, 4.0 
The tree is Chriſt which bears good fruit 
The branches which this fruit doth bear, 
Are ſaints who're ſay'd from fin and fear, 


G | 3. 
The name of this fair fruit is Love: 
In which the ſaints do always prove, 
The fulneſs of true perfect peace, 
Which ne'er can change, which ne'er can ceaſe. 
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HEN I obſerve in the ſcriptures, 

how conſtantly Jeſus Chriſt taught 

the nyiterics of his kingdom by natural 
tes and ſimilitudes; it has otten aſton- 
ed me, that many 5 ,Profeſs to be his 
— do 1 Hts to find fault with 
this met 
demn it as im rs 


I muſt _— _l I hor great 4 
- precedent example, as and Sa- 
| viour, before hom al the dom of man 
is but folly) I ſhall: be hardly induced by 
any human cenſures, to think the worfe G 
what find ſo great a b to me. What 
a dead, inſipid aſpect has all things unleſs 
they preach Jeſus! on the contrary ; how 
-ſacred. is wy thing made, when nature 
turns, he to grace; and every com- 
mon Ges: | becomes an heavenly __—__ 
' ave 


f 


teaching; and dare to con- 
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' I have propoſed, by the following medi- 
tations, to give the reader a little ſpecimen 


or hint, from my own experience, how-h*' 
may learn (with God's bleſſing) to find all 


things and places, leading to Jeſus and his 


love. And if it ſhall plcalc God to cauſe 
theſe imperfect ſketchts ro help the reader 
in this bleſſe4 ſcience, I ſhall greatly rejoice : 
for if I may but ſucceed. in pleaſing. my 
God, and edifying his children, I ſhall fully 
gain my end, let who will be offended : for 
this I Well know, that “if Þ yet ſought to 
pleaſe man, I ſhould not be a ſervant of 
Gant; oem lr ty ann” T8 

May the Redeemer's glory ariſe, and 
| darken the glory of all fleſh—may his ſpiri- 
tual kingdom come, when all the uſurping,. 
idolatrous glory of man ſhall ſhrink and 
wither - away; before the brightnels. of his 


ſacred appearances—may every weap on that, 


is openly, or ſecretly, formed againſt ſeſus, 


and his true-hearted followers, be ſnapt in 


pleces—may every tongue that riſeth up in 
judgment againſt them be put to confuſion 

may every thing that is oppoſite to the rea 
honour and glory of God Almighty and the 
Lamb, however diſguiſed under the faire(t 
appearances of rel gion and piety (to the 


deceiving, if poſſible, the very*elett); I ſayr, 


may they be expoſed, deſtroyed, a d put 
under his ſacred feet for ever. e 


G 9 That 5 


. 
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That all-fleſh in every ſhape or diſꝑuiſe 
whatſoever, which ſerks to glory in —_— 
ſence, may-be utterly pulled down and de- 
ſtroyed, is the fervent prayer of my ſoul, 
now and for evermore. Amen. ct 
n 
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MEDITATION I. 
On che Mickoscorz. 

T is one of the remarkable roperties of 
this inſtrument, that it ſhews all the 


moſt beautiful and poliſhed works of human 


art to be but mere rough-hewn, and bung- 
ling ormances. The fineſt poliſhed 


- needle, in the microſcope, appears to the 


eye, as a rough-hewn bar of iron: whereas, 
all che works of the wonderful Creator, ap- 
pear inimitably beautiful, when viewed in 
this . inſtr ument. ö | 


F Methinks this is a lively figure of the 


ſpiritaal microſcope (if I may to call it) of 
God's holy Spirit: in which glaſs, the moſt 


ſpecious righteouſneſs and merits, of the na- 


tural man (which make ſuch a ſhow in the 


eyes of the cafnal unregenerate world) ap- 


r no better than filthy rags, and abomi- 


nable: whereas, the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 


vhich 
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which is 


to be 
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: Dr" >a 4 44 „ 
A ſmall Bunch of Violeis. 147 


here, in the greateſt luſtre and beau 
It is to be obſerved, that thoſe things 


which the natural miſcroſpe diſcovers to be 
ſo diſagreeable and imperfect, appear far 


otherwiſe to the naked eye: no defect being 
perceived in poliſhed needles, &c. 
without this glaſs. So a carnal, unregenerate 
mind cannot perceive the corruption and 


 #0vmination of its on nature and works, 
being not diſcernable to the unrenewed eye: 


ſo far from it, that both its nature and 
works, appear to it beautiful and comely, 
But he that is“ born again of the Spixit of 


be corrupt, abominable and treacherous; 
and by this means is made very lars. to 
neſs, 


flee to Jeſus Chriſt for that righreouſneſ: 
life, and 1 he cannot find ip 
] 


hitmſelf: and ſo rejoices, and glories in the 


Lord, and enjoys 4 peace which the world 
can nelcher ve, nor take away. I any fig 


defirous of this ſpiritual microicope, let them 
aſk it of that beneficent God, who will not 
ve his Holy Spirit to thoſe whg 
alk it,” from a fenſe of their need. That 
peri is, not far from the kingdom of God, 
ho Lan ſay from the bottom of his, heart: 
«Lord, open thou my blind eyes“ * If any 


man lack wiſdorn, ler him aſk it of God. 
_ 5 60 | who 


imputed unto all that believe, F. 
7. 


God,“ and (if 1 may repeat it) has got this 
ſpirituat microſcope, lets his own: heart to 


8 1 


<1 


| which-thall fo Captivate thee with its divine 
and 


1 
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Sho Sireth to all liberally and upbraideth 
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© Gvars in 1 25 JAY, Faux. 


75 wo 71 £ 3 


: 


Alger. at ſome Ages i 3 
heard the bo ſterous drum, "a 


| Wart baſſoon, and piercing, trumpet; but 


upon a nearer approach I perceived the 
ſofter, gentler ſounds of the nice touch: 


3 ueber; which filled MY CA with ſweeter 
Ad far more tender notes. So is the know 
ee of Chriſt; the muſic of whoſe name, 


more and more wert, as the ſoul is led 
nearer and nearer to him; and new beau. 


ties and divine touches of joy, open them - 


ſelves in the heart, which it chought .noc of 
before, whilſt at a greater 1 
Let this encourage th x foul, to 
refs forward to the Ee 5 an baba 
ear the ſtill ſmall voice of Chriſt's urit.; 
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| aſl heavenly muſic,/as to make thee « learn 


A ſtate, therein to be content: for in 
ifs preſence there is fulneſs of Joy, and 
far right hand are 1 r ever. 
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HO would think that this little 
feed ſhould contain in itſelf a roſe- 


buſh, with all its branches and leaves; 


as alſo * beautiful crimſon roſes, full of 
fragrance and perfume! indeed, was it not 
that experience ſhews it, one could 28 
credit it. But ſo it is; all the ways wy os 
N dds, and aftodifhin c But 
nfider, chat “the ni Mm of 
RARELY rain of ſeed which grows 
up in the Got a tree of life and immor- 
. ys we may indeed be aſtoniſhed 
bn af power of the Lord. 
gr alt its flowers muſt 
gie; . Bit oh foul which is born 
i born f ne ſeed, 
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which is Jeſus Chriſt! t 
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which,. liveth and abideth for ever 8 and 
Which is ſo far from decay, that it will im- 
oye. to all eternity. Oh bleſſed are all 
905 who are born of TL precious 
are ſecured 
from all harm, and ſhall live bn Joy and bliſs 
with the Lord for ever and ever in the ever- 
laſting beauties of holineſs, and righteouſ- 
neſs, never to know any more ſorrow or 
grief; but ſhall eternally dwell in that ſacred 
temple or city, where © God almighty and 
the Lamb, is the everlaſting light thereof:“ 
to whom be all Konour and Flory for ever- 
more. Amen. 
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ſhe mingles with the common herbage of 
the field. 


Methinks! this is a picture of the hum- 
ble chriſtian ; who rich in faith, and love, 
declines to ew himſelf to be adinired : con- 
tented with his Saviour's love, he does not 
want the praiſe of man. Such ſouls, like 
the pretty violets, may be overlooked by 
the unthinking crowd; but they are ſeen of 
God. May. I be ſuch a one, whoſe praile 
is not of man, but of God.” 


Pretty purple monitor! I will love thee 
for thy humility, as well as beauty; but 
more abundantly will I love thy Maker, the, 
humble, and the lowly Jefus; whoſe pop 
ſtains, the beaurty-ſpors of love, yields a fra- 
grance ſweet, that heals 5 ſin - ſick ſoul. 


Ah! now I ſee the reaſan why, 
The violet ſweet, of beauteous dye, 
Doth hide its pretty purple head, 


In every hedge's nettle- bed! 

It is to tell me, Sharon's roſe 
Has charms beyond each flow? r that grows: 
It is again to let me ſee 

My Saviour's deep humility: 

And by its dark and purple ſtain 


3 too, his death and pains, 


© BY | Jeſus 
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Jeſus then ſhall: wear the bays, 
Lowly, meek, in all thy ways; 
Violets ſweet doth ſhew thy praiſe. 
The violet then henceforth ſhall be 
A little ſtar, to point out thee, 
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and power, is here! How chearing 
aud amazing is this profuſion of light 


Which ſtreaming all-around, in millions of 


animating beams, revives the whole: crea- 
tion! How magnificently the Pſalmiſt has 


deſcrit ed the a 1 — of this wondrous 


planet, in the following words? “ which 
is as a bridegroom coming out of his cham 
ber, and rezoiceth as a ſtrong man to run a 
race. His going - ſorth is from the end of 
Bs Leaven, and his circuit unto the ends of 

123} 85 it: 


„„ ya. Bad Rims A, 


i: and +tbete=is nothing hid from the heat 
thereof. —Surely ſurely ! this 2 at, 


135 
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and may be equally apphed to that glori- 
ous “ Sun of righteouſneſs, that living 
Word of God, by whom all things were. 
made: and of hom the apoſtle ſaith. 
neither as there any creature that is not 


manifeſt in his ſight * but all things are 


naked, and opencti unto the eyes of him 
with hem ve have to do Heb. iv. 13. 


if it is ſo chearing to ſee the beauties of 


nature, in the light of che. material fun, 
hat muſt it be to ſee everything in the 
light of this glorious Ward; whoſe light 
and heat extends ſpiritually to every thing; 
id the ſame manner, as the light and heat 
of the ſun does naturally. It as the king's 
image ſtampt upon gold, Glver and copper . 
that makes their different monies current; 
and though different in — they all alike 
bear his image and ſuper 8 So are 
all wondrous works of God by Chriſt, (the 
living Word) ſtamped with his image and 
ſuperſeription 3 and which is experimeatally 
manifeſt, and plain to ſuch, whe walk ig 
the communion of this fountain of life; 


and in his light fee light. To ſouls that 


(not only talk, but do 2 walk in this 
light, the myſtery of godlineſs appears to 


them as filling all the works of God's hands; 


and they learn to call no longer **4hole 
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theſe, that their teachers are no 1 
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things common, which God hath cleanſed.“ 


To fuch ſouls as theſe; each bud and _ 
form, fruit, and flower, &. diſplays the 
glories and 'myfteries of the Father, Word 
and Spirit, in ſuch a manner, as makes 
them think the world it[elf a'ſacred t ; 
and all the various particulars of it, as fo 
many divine touches, of thoſe golden h 
thai in the fwecteſt ſtrains df heaven y 
muſie, reſound continually the captivating 
beauties and perfections of Father, Word, 
and Spirit, the ever-adorable Jehovah. 

Ho true it may be ſaid of ſuch ſouls » 


hid in a corner: Jeſus and the power of 
his reſurrection, goes on leavening and to 


. teaven, more and more; and like a rifin 
. tide,” appears as ready to overflow the ea 


with a ſecond flood (not of death, but) of 
Hfe; and if I may ſo call it, the new wine 
of love and glory, When the living Word 
of God, is manifeſted in his works, then 
very work of God, becomes a word of 
God, to all who have ſpiritual ears to hear, 


and ſpiritual hearts to underſtand. 


Glory be to thee, O Jeſus! who by 
death has rent the vail, that thy little ones 
might © know the myſteries of the king- 
dom of thy grace, and love, and glory.“ 
Thy kingdom is ag everlaſting kingdom 
of the inereaſe of wy government and 


peace, 


jana Bunch of Viale/s. 185 
peace, there ſhall be no end;“ Glory be un. 
ꝛ0 thee, O Lord i & bleſſtd are all they who 
are not offended in thee! O Lord, thou 


knoweft all things, thou knoweſt that I love 
thee: and well Imay; for O Lord, how great 


48th , and how great is thy bounty 
boch — earth is full of thy glory.“ 


| VI. 
ds Brocnnee: of en Ataiers 


TREE, which as faſt as they grew, 
were picked off by the BixDs, _ 


beginnings, nipped off ſo ſoon in the 
early bud! . 
proſpect of this almond- tree, theſe miſchiev- 
ous birds, have deſtroyed in the bloſſom, 


all the promiſing re fruit. 

Ahl what an emblem is this, of many 
pel profeſſors; whole beginnings in re- 
igion bid very fair: who hear the word, 
ſcemingly with joy+ and for a ſeaſon, ap- 


H OW vexatious, to fee ſuch beauteous 
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Pear to bloſſom like a tree in ſpring: but 
las! remaining in the earthly nature, the 
Cares, pleaſures, and honors of this world; 
he love and fear of man; dread of perle- 
cution; and many other things; nip of 
their buds, and frequently leave them like 
this, almond tree, with nothing mote than 
the leaves and huſk of the profeſſion; deſ- 

titute of that fruit which is ſpirit and life. 

— Surely then, there is great need-of care, 
and circumſpection, leſt thieves and robbers 
ſteal away theſe beginnings of good things. 
As this is the caſe, how ſuitable is that 
exhortation which Chriſt gave to his diſ- 
ciples, when he ſaid unto them, What 
I'ſay unto you, 1 ſay unto all, Watch!“ 
Mark xii.-37. Ahl dear Lord, teach me 
ſo to do. And particularly, I pray thee, 
watch for me; for “two are better than 
one.“ That ſo, when I am apt to be off 
my guard, thou may'ſt ſtill keep me with a 
ſhepherd's care. Yea, Lord, be this my part; 
towatch, that I may have no confidence, 
but in thy watching over me; ſoſhall 


Tu wiſdom, love, and pow'r, 
Surround me ev'ry hour. 


. 


- * — 
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So ſnall all the cunning plots and devices 

of all thy enemies, and mine, againſt me, 

be: intirely fruſtrated e =O 
| wi | 
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Oh, my ſoul, preſs forward then, until 
1 comeſt into Immanuel's land, where 
it may be ſaid of thee, He will not ſuffer 
thy foot to be moved: he that k 
thee, will not ſlumber. Behold ! he that 
Iſrael, ſhall neither llumber nor 
-fleep;” Pſalm. cxxi. 2, 4. 

The ſight of this poor almond-tree ſcems 
© quicken my deſires, to come up from the 
| nature, to the heavenly; even to 

that 4 holy mountain, where nothing ſhall 
hurt or deſtroy.” Haſte then, my ſoul, to 
Zion's mount ! the New Jeruſalem of the 
3 where methinks ! about the gates 

* this city of the living God,” I hear 

5 angels tuning on their golden harps, 


Within this place there is no fear, 
The Lamb bimſelf is watchman here: 
This is the land of joy and peace, 
Where David's wars do end and ceaſe. 


Enter then, O my ſoul, into this ſt 
gate, where not one grain of ſelf — 
can paſs through! Oh joyous paſſage! 
from the fleſh's confidence, into the all- 
ſufficiency of Jehovah, Oh beauteous gate! 
the door of peace and reſt ; © where neither 
moth nor ruſt. doth corrupt, and where 
ae do.00t break. theo? and ſteal, 
Learn 


24238 of fall Buna of Vialtts: 
Learn then, O my ſoul, to hay up th 
+reaſures in this heaven of the 5 
where all the fulneſs af God is bath the 
treature icſchf, and the keeper of it to all 
ernicy. | l TI | 
Bleſſed Jeſus ! tranſlate me therefore 1 
beſeech thee, from the mutability of the 
Heſb, into the immutability of the Spirit. 
>+ Q ſend thy light and thy truth; let them 
lead and guide me unto thy holy hill; unto 
the rock that is higher than myſelf. Vet a 
. dietle white, and that ſhall come will 
dame, and will not-tarry. Even fo, come 
Tord Jeſus, come quickly. Amen. 


VII. 
Os a Rab of Wurar. 


INE may ſay upon the fight of this, 
that ſmall beginnings have frequently 
glorious endings. There ſeems c be but 
very little difference between this blade of 
wheat and a common blade of graſs; but 
yet the difference is in fact very great. For 
che one is but graſs, however tall it grows; 
whereas the other has the nature of corn in 
WINS + 


* | . 
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it, chough as yet it doch not appear. By- 

and-by this little blade will Moot 22 

nnn r 
the day 


reaper's hekle,. 2d 1 
Let this teach me not to deſpiſe 
of ſmall things, For the kingdom af God, 

the ſoul of man, is, compared to ſuch a 
«Its beginnings, though ſmall, ſpring 
chat precious grain Jeſus Chriſt, 
which St, Peter calls incorruptible ſeed;; 

ond Where this precious feed is at the bot- 
om. it will never prake ſpringing up, wag 
#-bring:the-loul unto the rips eſtate of God's 
$ preſence, in which there is fulneſs of 1 oy. 
and leaſures for evermore !” 

Theſe little blades, though hardly to be 

£ digi from the common * . 
from lo Many roots or grains, 
gontain, in 8 hidden manner, all thoſe bend. 
ing plenteous heads of golden corn, Which 
are openly manifeſted in the time of ſmiling 
harveſt. So thoſe ſduls who are really bora 
of God and regenerated by his Spirit, have, 
in the ſecret of their hearts, that precious, 


— all thoſe 


us ſpiritual bleſſings, 


ions root, _—_ 3 contains is a 


which in the fu — 2 time ſhall — . 


themſcl ves in their conſciences, ſo as to make 
them bend beneath the pleaſing weight af 
love, aud grace and glory.—Happy then 


4! 
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for if it ſprings from that ever-li Word 
and root Chriſt Jeſus, it ſhall ny proſ- 
per, in ſpite of all the ar̃ts of earth and hell 
to hinder it. The Lord will work; and 
Wo Hall teen 01 107 277 ge, 
It is pleaſing to 6bſerve, that an the ri. 
gorous - and” ſevere weather, of many long 
and wintery months, : is ſo far from hurting 
the corn in the blade, that it does it good, 
The ſnow keeps it warm; and the froſt kills 
the eggs of vermin that vould deſtroy the 
_ rifirig crop; and alſo keeps i it properly back 
from growing too faſt. But when the time 
is come, that 1 it is eonvenient to receive no 
more hindrance, or impediment, 'behold! 
the frowns of winter, melt and diſſolve 
away, and uſher in the ſmiles of ſpring. 
Then warming beams of cheuring ſuns, 
mingling with the ſoft and gentle rains 
and deus do cauſe the little blades to grow 
apace; and with a ſwift and rapid progreſs, 
to ſhoot up, unfold, and ſpread their Are 
treaſures to the open If. 

How many leſſons may this teach as 
chriſtian ſoul! After a perſon is regenerated 
and born of God, many long and heavy 
wintery trials, and ſorrows, attend the nar- 
row way. But they are as needful for his 
welfare, as the winter is for the corn: and 
have much the ſame uſes in a ſpiritual ſenſe, 
as * other has in a natural ſenſe. As this 


is 
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is the caſe, let it teach the candidates for 
heaven, to be © patient in tribulation, to 
conſider the end of the Lord: that the end 
of the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender 
mercy. Be patient, therefore, brethren, 
unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the 
huſbandman waiteth for the precious fruit 
of the earth, and hath long patience for it 
until he receive the early and latter rain. 
Be ye alſo patient; ſtabliſh your hearts; for 
the coming of the Lord draweth nigh”? 
James v. 7, 8, 10. In God's appointed 
time ye ſhall receive the latter as well as the 
early rain. Be ye not flothful therefore, 
but be ' followers of them, who, through 
faith and patience, inherit the promiſes,” 
Heb; vi. 12. And in God's due time he 
will ſay unto you, Riſe my love, my 
fair one, and come away. For lo, the win- 
ter is paſt, the rain is over and gone. The 
ers. appear on the earth, the time of 
ſinging is come, and the voice of the turtle 
is heard in our land. The fig- tree putteth 
forth her green figs, and the vines with the 
tender grapes give a good ſmell, Ariſe, my 
love, my fair one, and come away.” Song 
of Solomon, ii. 10, 11, 12, 13. Then, like 
the corn in ſpring, ye ſhall “ increaſe with 
the increaſes of God; and your ſouls ſhall 
be like watered gardens : and © over all the 


11 glory, 


% 
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, the Lord ſhall be your everlaſting 
fence.” 
Once more. The huſbandman does not 
deſpiſe his field of corn, whilſt in the blade; 
but judge of and values it according to 
what it will be in due time; knowing the 
T's i bc grain . he hath ſown, will (with 


yield a plenteous crop in its 
. does not deſpite his chil. 
3 the blade: but judges of, 
and values them, according to the goodneſs 
of chat ineorruptible grain Jeſus Chriſt, 
which is in their hearts; and which will, 
in due time, yield a crop of glory. 
Let then every new-bern real chriſtian. 
1 dag wich triumph. The Lord will 
that Which concerns me: thy Mercy, 0 
Lord, endurech for ever.“ Pſ. caxxviii. 8. 
Where this faith is, it teaches not 
zarnal fecurity, but to « follow the Lamb 
whereſoever he goes: to whom be all poſ- 
2 . no and for evermore. 


Logg wen, and bars and fachers to 
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vil 


On following a Phh7op' in carried 
. | Baſket of Ine FLOWERS. | 


Meg g I am here | in an advan; 
1 


| us ſituation! it is werth the 
ile to tollow ſo. much fragrance and per- 
ume, as here regales my ſmell. , But L — 
ſerve, if I do not keep pretty near che per 
ſan that carries the ſeflowerg, I laſe che = 
nefit of this treat. Therefore in order to 
what it, I muſt meaſure my pace by theirs. 
ber faſt, or flow 


hl io top 
A if co le 
| . 4 


* 45 Y lead <q 40 be 
8 faireſt among ten theauſand 1? 
| * 0 the iþeautrous * roſe 


ean 
1; -Lby name, O Lord, is a the 
55 22 25 —— forth, and beeauſe 


of the ſavour thereof, do the virgins love 


thee;“ and they that lav thee, WAI glad! 
be eonſttalied h to follow 8 * 


If «baker ef Hewers induced me to fol- 
bow the bearer thereof, how much ſtronger 
| is 


— — — — 
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is the attraction to follow thee, O bleſſed 
Jeſus ! all whoſe garments ſmell of myrrh, 
and aloes, and caſſia. Yea, Lord, the per- 
fumes of th t hy, unipeakeble beauty and good - 
neſs (in purple droppings from thy wounded 
head, and pierced Hands, and feet, and fide) 
- allure me ſo, that I may eſteem no joy ſo 
it,” as to be near thee; and no pain ſo 

rPs as to be far from thee : * for thy lov- 
ing-kindneſs is better than life ;? and all 
the things thit can be defired, are not wor- 
thyito- be Compared with "IR 

I obſerved that I was s obliged | to keep near 
the baſket of flowers, in order to enjoy their 
ſmell.— So, it is. only by keeping near the 
Lord Jeſus. Chriſt, and the anointings of his 
Spitit, that the fragrant 'perfulnes of bis 
balmy name, de Win and caprivare the ſou), 
till it is eK of Jede and it uced mo re and 
more to ſelt all things; for the ſake o ſuch 
a privilege, as following this, ſupreme per- 
fection of all beauty. Ob bleſſed Jeſus ! 
bow many calFthetnſelvesby thy 2 1h a 
Tre aſhamed of thee and. 25 croſs'; 
xte offended with) thee; bets tr " "ow: 
dom ĩãs hot of this world?” | | 


ol 


Ah! 4 158d, b many z join "ay train, 
And yet eſteem ee their: pains 1 
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Who are aſhamed of thy croſ s, 
And think to follow thee, is loſs. 5 
Thy love and favor will not do, 
Unleſs the world approves them to : 
Who take all methods that they can, 
To win applauſe from mortal man: 5 
And as for thee, they think thee naught, 3 
Unleſs thou wear'ſt a finer coat. 
Aſhamed of thy poverty; 
They talk, but will not follow thee... : 
Thy children too their favor loſe, a 
Becauſe they follow thee ſo-cloſe. 


Thyfelf and cauſe poor ſhelter finds, 
Amongſt ſuch worldly, carnal minds. 
But let who will the world obtain 
Still let me count thy croſs my gain: . 
And whilſt they love the ſcarlet whore, 
Thee let me follow more and more. 

O let me always lean on thee, 

Til thy dear face in bliſs I ſee. 


But let me return to my flowers. AM ob- 
ſerved, that in following this baſket, I was 
obli ed to move faſter, or ſlower, according 
to the perſon's pace who carried it. This 


* 


| 
| 
| 
| 


2 * in the fight of God, 
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may teach, tſiat in order to enjoy the ſweet 
Fm, an of. Chriſt, it is neceſſary to eye 
and to follow his motions whereſ 

to meaſure our ſteps by the lead- 

ll of his bleſſed Spirit, wakes | pleaſe, 

or diſpleaſe, any body elſe-:; IA! as 

theſe, their << raiſe is not of man but, ka 
God:“ and though * in 1 world 

hall ſurely have Caen, yet itr the Lord 

they ſhall have peace: and the perfumes of 


conſolation from Jeſus. Chriſt ſhall more 


than make them amends, for the reproach 


they moet with from man. 


Once mere! I obſerved that in following 
this perſon behind, 1 had all the advantages 
that the fragrant baſket could afford; 
whereas had e before, I ſhould have 
had na benefit it. Let this teach the 
followers of Jeſus, to take heed that they do 
not in the forwardneſs of their own ſpirits, 
run before their leader in any thing. For 
this is the caſe with ole who make 
much ſhow in religion; and yet do not do 


the will of the Lord, but their own will, 


Such perſons, inſtead of ſavoring the per- 
fumes of Jeſus, do, on the contrary, warm 
themſelves with the ſparks of their own 
kindfng: and though they may appear 
ſomething to man; yet they are much diſ- 


hBleſſed 
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Bleſſed are they] who have learned to be 
ſtill; and not to move, until they are drawn 
ſo to do by a better ſpirit than their own. 
Happy are they ! who have learned to ceaſe 
from themſelves z and to experience, that 
it is no longer they that live, but that 
« Chrift' liveth in them.” He that hath 
learned of the Father, to know (in practiſe, 
as well as in theory) that obedience is better 
than ſacrifice, is a chriſtian indeed ! _ ,_ 
Another remark I make concerning theſe 
flowers, is, that both the flowers and their 
ſweetneſs are to be conſidered, as. being 
ſeparate from the perſon who carried them: 
whereas Jeſus Chriſt is altogether in him- 
ſelf, in his own perſon, the perfection of all 
beauty, fragrance, and delight; which can 
never fade to all eternity. 

O may I then always follow him! in 
whom, as in a precious cabinet, is collected, 
not only ſome, but * all the treaſures of 
wiſdom and knowledge.” O Lord, «I 
ſhall be. fatisfied when I awake in thy 
image! make no long tarrying, O my God: 
for thou art all my hope, and all my ſalva- 
tion, Glory be to thee. Amen, 7 


IX. on 
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* HTS is a moſt amazing diſplay of 
divine Wiſdom: indeed! Soon as the 
evening comes, this penetratring, inviſible 


moiſture, embalms each herb, and flower, 


and fruit, that grows. When «ſultry heats, 
and winds; do cauſe the various tribes of 
| ation, to languiſh and pine with ſickly 
drought—this wondrous cordial, falls upon 
their drooping heads, and makes them glow 
afreſh in verdant ſmiles of health and beauty. 


"But how admirable ! this Beauteous dew, 


when ever it diſtills its cryſtal treaſures in 
nature*s verdant lap, is neither heard by the 
quickeſt ear; nor ſeen by the ſharpeſt eye: 
it makes no noiſe—it makes no ſhew. 
What a ſtriking figure this, of that di- 
vine anointing from above, which waters 
heavenly ſouls! God ſays by his prophet 
del, I will be as dew unto Iſrael.” Oh 
eavenly dew ! This is the ſtill ſmall voice 
of the Holy Spirit, which is not to be found 
in th&whirlwind of fAleſhiy words, and tu- 


mults; nor in the fire of fleſhly works, and 


aſhons. X 
N | 1 « As 
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As the dew falls when all is Rill—when 


all is wrapt up in ſacred ſilence: ſo it is in 


the ſilence and' ſtillneſs of all fleſh, with its 
noiſy workings, that this ſacred union 
diſtills upon the ſoul ; and cauſes it to grow 
as the lilly, and to caſt forth its fragrant 
odours as the wine of Lebanon. 

But ah! how oft is nature's proud and 
active fire miſtook for this divine and hea- 
venly flame. Alas! how this myſtery of 
iniquity abounds and ſpreads amongſt num- 
bers; yea, amongſt thoſe who pals for 
heads and rabbi's, with their filly, "blinded 
flocks, who put their necks under the iron 
yokes of men. 8 

Oh my God! be thou as conſtant dew. 
unto my ſoul. Teach me more and more, 
to © ceaſe from man, whoſe breath is in his 
noltrils :? for ſurely he is nothing to be ac- 
counted of. 

Let chriſtians learn then, from the fore- . 
going conſiderations, that ſtill ſtreams are 
the deepeſt. Let them lcara more and more, 
to be like Mary at the feet of Jeſus; and 
to be more buly in receiving from him, 
than to be offering to him the ſacrifice of 
fools. Let all remember, © that God is a 
Spirit, and ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip him as 
worſhip him in ſpirit and in truth.“ To 
him be glory and praiſe, Amen. Zion's 


children, keep yourſelves rom idols. 


© Hin Come, 
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Dome, my ſoul; behold the dew! 

/ Emblem of that Unction Was, 

Which in ſoft whiſp rings, ſtill and mild, 

Gently leads each new-born child, 

Until it reaches Cana'n's ſhore, | 

W here peace abounds for evermore z 

And wars, and tumults, are no more. 


| On ſeeing a Cnrrry-TREE, whoſ: 
. * BLos$s0Ms were * for 
FAI r. 


Week ago, ſuch a profuſion of neat- 
neſs and beauty arrayed this tree, as 
— rom every eye. Its ſumptuous dreſs, 
more rich than Solomon in all _ lory, 
diſplayed ſuch charms, as hed the 
ſweeteſt lectures of the power and bd Wikio of 
a God of love, to the admiring, wondering 
ſoul. 


But what a chan 


| it ſeems to have laid 


© glide its youthful. blooming ſmiles, for the 
. and ſickly aſpect of old age and he: 
es 
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'kles. Yet how wonderous is it to conſider! 
that notwithſtanding all this diſadvantage- 
ous appearance, this ſeeming fading tree, is 
really advancing and improving to a more 

lorious and richer ſtate, than ever it poſ- 
File before. For the ruby-coloured, luſ- 
cious fruit will ſoon regale the light, the 
ſmell and taſte; and full amends will make 
for all the fading charnis of its infant tender 
bloſſom. | 
What a beauteous figure this, of the dif- 
ferent fleps of grace in the foul of man! 
The converted ſoul that hath been taught of 
God to cloſe with Jeſus Chriſt, at ficit,- is 
like the blooming trees in ſpring, that make 
the greateſt ſhew. All love, all joy, all 
peace, ſeems to be their happy lot. But 
ah! what is the ſplendid bloſſom to the ma- 
. fruit? in compariſon thereof it is no- 
Now when a gracious God proceeds 
18 * vance his beloved children in the paths 
of grace, they (like the trees which ſet for 
fruit) are according to ſenſe, loſing all their 
beauteous robes, in deadneſs and decay. 
But oh, how rich the gain ! when patience 
hath had its perfect work, the quickning 
lite and power of Jeſu's Spirit, 48 the nobler 
fruit, will amply make amends for the fad- 
ing bloſſoms of their former things. , 

As the fruit of a tree, by little and little, 
e in bigneſs, colour, flavour, and 


H 2 ripeneſs, 
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ripeneſs, quite diſtio& from all. ic former 


bloſſoms ; and when all its blooming ſtate is 


gone, and is no more: fo the knowledge 


of Chriſt in the ſpirit, will in the ſame man- 


Fg 


ner (as the richer fruit) advance in ſuch 
weaned ſouls, as are like Paul, “ forgetting 


"the things that are behind, and preſſing for- 
ward to the things that are before.” But 


ah! the gain of this, is what * eye hath not 


'. feen, nor ear heard, nor hath entered. into 


&*® 


255 heart of man n Bl be * 
the precious, growing pearl within t 

caſket of his SET foul Apa. FI © rag 
Let this teach then, to be looking for- 
ward ; ler it teach alſo, not 7 be too ue 
in judging by appearances: for we have 
Ne 40 a tree when ſetting for 
fruit, notwithſtanding all its poor ang dyi 

figure, is in a ſtate much N 
than when in all its bloſſon. 
Be it known therefore, to all profeſſors 
of every chriſtian ſect or name, whether 
preachers or hearers, that thoſe ſouls, who 
are more and more loſing the bloſſoms of 


* 


their own fleſhly powers and operations, 


that ſo the power and operation of God, as 


the fruit may come in the place thereof 
—are in a far more advanced Rate than 
thoſe who can always talk, and pray, and 
teach, whenever they pleaſe z and {carcely 


ever know a moment's ſtillneſs or repoſe. 


ereas 
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Whereas the more fouls advance in ſpiri- 
tuality, the lefs able are they to do any 

ms of rthemfetves; their own power and 
_ fleſhly forwardneſs withering away more 
and more, to make room for the ſtrength 
and power of God to operate in them, when 


and how he -pleafes. Alas! how little is to 


be ſeen of this. But when it is, how ſweet 


and precious to all who know the voice of 


_ Chriſt; the quickning, powerful, living 
Word of God: "TM 

May the followers of Chriſt contemplate 
then the different, ſtages of the fruit tree 
and both be inſtructed and comforted. May 
none be afraid to be ** judged by men in 
the fleſh, when they live to God in the ſpi- 
Tit.” May thoſe poor trembling. ſouls be 


comforted {who are weaning from the milk, 
that in time they may feed on meat), When 


they ſee this emblem in their garden. 
Once more. When the fruit of the tree 


alſo even after the fruit begins to appear, 
So thoſe ſouls who are fo far advanced, as 
to be exchanging the bloſſoms of milk, for 
the fruit of meat, have need to remember, 
that it is by many ſtages and degrees, they 
mult arrive at that ſtare, where the light 


of the ſun ſhall be no more their light by 


day, not the light of the moon by nigh 


is come to its full ripeneſs, then it attains 
its reſt; but how long is this | how gradual 


t, 
but 


— F. 
. 
' 
. 


19. 


far above all hee that he might fill all 
thin 28 


umu . ⏑‚— TT OY 
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and Amen. +, 
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but where God Almighty and the Lamb 


ſhall be their everlaſting light, and the days 


of their mourning for ever ended.” Iſa. Ix. . 


Alas ! how many have mounted up here, 
only by the ladder of their fleſhly imagina- 
tions, and are far, very far from this bleſſed 
mark: whilſt they dream they are got ſo 


far, they can go no farther: who * think 


themſelves rich and increaſed in goods, and 
know not that they are poor, .and blind, 


and naked, and miſerable.” 


Brethren ! let © none therefore think 
more highly of himſelf than he ought to 


do.“ Let there be a preſſing forward to 
the mark of the 1425 of our high calling 


of God in Chriſt Jeſus, who is aſcended 


ay 7 the N 0 bright and (airicual | 
lory * and trample every other 
2 his feet. May the glory of 1 
vail and deſtroy all the uſurping 1 of 
man, both now and for evermore: 
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LY < 


XI. 
On the SouL's HEALTH, or Cor 
of the LOVE of the WoRLD. 


Think nothing has a greater tendency to 

1 aſſwage the feveriſh thirſt of man, after 
vain glory, riches, pleaſures, and an inordi- 
nate love of the world, as the true know- 
ledge of the love of God in Chriſt Jeſus : 


for. the peace, and tranquility which this 


affords to the mind, is ſo great, that it ſatis- 


fies its wants; and leaves not room for the 
entertainment of thoſe delights, which, be- 
fore, only received their ability of delight- | 
ing from the emptineſs of the mind, and its 
being unacquainted with thoſe real delights, 
which are the proper and fitteſt objects of 


ſatisfaction and ſubſtantial happineſs to the 
mind of man. 

Undoubredly the mind of man, cannot 
be happy but in the enjoyment of God; 
and the being unacquainted with this 
matter, cauſes him to ſeek for happineſs in 
thoſe things which a depraved and falſe 
imagination points out to him; and thus he 
my Rimes continually diſappointed upon 


H 4 the 


_ 
.+» 
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the attainment of the ſame ; notwithſtanding 
this, his imagination paints before his eyes 
ſome new proſpect, which he as eagerly pur- 
lues, and is as equally difappointed, when 
obtained. Thus poor man, according to 
to his different imaginations, dances after 
| ſhadows, till death comes and puts a ſtop to 
his career; and this frequent]y, in the midſt 
of the moſt ſanguine and pleafing hopes of 
happineſs :. from what? why from things 
that are in themſelves incapable of afford- 
ing it; and which alſo, are as uncertain and 
unconſtant as the waters of the ſea, or the 
colours of a painted bubbleQ. 

There is, in contradiſtinction to all 
worldly peace, a peace of God that paſ- 
ſeth all underſtanding, which keeps the 

heart and mind in the knowledge and love 
of Gad, and of his Son Jeſus Chriſt.” He, 
and he only, who is experimentally ac- 
quainted with this one matter is the happy 
man; while all other people (however they 
may appear, or however circumſtanced with 
regard to all the variety this world affords) 
are ſtrangers to true reſt of ſoul, their mirth 
is like the crackling of thorns under a pot, 
noiſy, ſhort, aud tranſient, 

Happineſs neyer can be found ſeparate 
from an enjoyment of God: and God never 
will permit 5 creature to ſatisfy the mind 


ſeparate from himſelf. Thus the man of 
| pleaſure 


* 
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pleafere; 4s unhappy! in his the 
Nen man in bis riches; the ambitious man, 
In his honors ; the ſtudious man in his. 
ſcuches : and in ſhort; let a man be enabled 
pratify every paſſion of his mind (whilſt 
ger to the knowledge and love of 
| Boch ne nl, noewithſtanding, be a ſtran- 
gr to true and ſolid peace and happineſs: 
happltjef,” at beſt, will be but like the 
* poliſh of -k calm ſea, . which is liable 
* be deſtvyed ow = next breeze of wind 
at comes Such is all human 
b, e eee imagination is the 
by which 4 mun ſteors da cure! io 
ur ſeit of huppineſs. 
Sinee the falk of: Adam, Jorhap-bie Ad of 
| Mad: nature, that the way. of peace 
| they have nat kne wn“ Nor does any man 
eke oe Rep rightan'the't road of happigeſs, 
«fl. the Prisce of peace (I mean Jeſus, 
Chriſt) guides his feet inte the way af peace, . 
"by revealing unto him the love of God, by, 
the Spirit 5f Truth, the only, and true 17 
Cormforter of the ſoul of man. This Spirit, 1 
Sy. giving a man the knowledge of ſalvation, . - 
the remifon'of fins, ſets his ſoul in reſt, 
and true pedte; and happineſs. Therefore 
we may fafrly draw this ſolid concluſion, 
hat ne mad may be found, who is' really. 
*n6quainted wich true and ſolid happwels,... 
but he, who by an — 2 
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and reconciled Father; who, in Chri 
Jeſus, is well pleaſed with him, and in 


on things of the world. 
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of the love of God in Chriſt Jeſus, by the 


teaching of God's own Spirit, has peace 
with God, and confidence to draw near unto 
him by the ſame Spirit, as unto his lovin 


whom. he is ſaved with an everlaſting ſab- 


A man never can be truly happy, till he 
really experiences this matter in his own ſoul 


by the Spirit of God; without the fellowſhip 
of which Spirit, he cannot enjoy the fame; 
for the ings of God, or 
knoweth no man, ſave the Spirit of God.” 


the Spirit, 


And therefore the higheſt intellectual ſtretch 
of mind, and the moſt intenſe ſtudy and ap- 
plication, in matters oft chriſtianity, are in- 
ſufficient to make a man happy, till by be- 
ing born of the Spirit, he comes to know 


experimentally, by this Spirit, the remiſſion 
of his ſins, 0 8 


love of God, the peace of 
God, and a quiet conſcience ; through that 


faith, in Chriſt Jeſus, which is the gift of 
God, and nothing leſs than the operation of 
his own Spirit. Such a man as this is the 


true chriſtian. This is the man who only 
is capable of bringing forth © the fruits of 
the Spirit.“ This is the only man that can 
truly love both God and his neighbour, and 
ſet his affections on things above, and not 


The 


. 
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The upſhot then of the whole 1s this: 
Since it is only the true experimental chri- 
ſtian, that enjoys “ the peace of God which. 

aſſeth all underſtanding : ſince ſuch a man 
is not only a profeſſor of this matter, but a 


poſſeſſor of it; the true chriſtian then is the 


only happy man. For he enjoys and poſ- 
ſeſſes the love of God in his ſoul; and if 
this don't make a man happy, then molt aſ- 


furedly it is impoſſible for him ever to be 


happy. But before any man can be a com- 
petent judge of this matter, he muſt experi- 
ence the ſame, otherwiſe he cannot tell What 
that happineſs is, which flows from the 
knowledge of © the love of God ſhed abroad 
in the heart by the Holy Ghoſt. Alas! not 
all the wiſdom and learning of this world'is 
capable of this knowledge: for © except a 
man be born again, he cannot ſee the king- 


dom of God.“ . But this kingdom is opened. 
unto all. true believers: which kingdom is 


<« righteouſneſs, joy, and peace, in the Holy 
Ghoſt.“ Here may a man reſt from all the- 
clamour and. confuſion of a miſtaken world,. 
in true peace of mind; whilſt he learns. to. 


pity, but hates none: here, and here only, 


may a man learn in every ſtation of. lite: 
therewith to be content. Amen | 


/ 
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XII. 
On REGENERATION, 


ria is 
and 


Y virtue of regeneration, a 
made to know both the 
beauty of the Lord. In the know 
of his goodneſs, he apprehends it, as re- 
vealed in the face of Jeſus Chrift, pardon- 
ing all his fins and Claathing him with the 
righteouſneſs of his Son: and as God's grace 
is free, ſo the new born ſoul receives it as 
fuch ; and as abounding, above all its fin. 
By virtue of regeneration, the ſoul re- 
ceives the promiſes of God, and hath con- 
fidence in them : the fruit of which, is jo 
and peace; ſuch joy and peace, as outbi 
the price of worldly joys and vanities. It is 
to be obſerved, thar this joy and peace is the 
fruit of believing, (not only in God abſo- 
lately, but alſo) in Jeſus Chriſt, * in whom 
all the promiſes are yea and amen.” In 
conſequence of this, the ſoul feeds upon 
the grace and love of God; and by the ſame 
is nouriſhed up in happineſs and — 
| What- 


- 
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Whatever declarations, God has given 
in his Son, &c. the new-born ſoul receives 
the ſame, in much aſſurance, and in the 
Holy Ghoſt, which abideth in him; which 
teſtifies to the ſoul, what the ſcriptures hold 
forth in the letter, enabling the ſoul to ſet to: 
its ſeal that God us true. £ conſequence of 
this faith, of the operation of God, the 
ſoul is actually quickned and made alive; 
a ſaved. The ſame ſpirit, which 
ictated the ſcriptures, writes the. truths. 
therein contained on the hearts of beHevers : 
ſo that the new-born fonl,, meaſures its ideas 
of God, and heavenly things as they are re- 
vealed in the gofpel, and not according to; 
carne reaſon : and by faith it apprehends 
what makes fleſh and blood cry out, how: 
can it be? comprehending thoſe things, 


which the naturaF man cannot receive; Be- 


ing only known 'and difcerned by the Spirit 
of God. Every truth of the goſpel is quick. 
ening to the new-born ſoul, and caufes it to 
grow up in God more and more. Not by 
works of righteouſneſs which we have done, 
bur according to his mercy he ſaved us by 
the waſhing of regeneration and renewing of. 
the Holy Ghoſt ; which he fhed on us a- 
dundantly, through Jefus Chriſt our Savi- 

our,” to whom be glory, Amen. ea 
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end Ke a 


every ane that believeth. So that now be; 
ing come to. Chriſt, we are no longer un; 
der the law, but under grace: rich grace, 
Which has removed all ſin and wrath an 
woe, and brought in everlaſting. righteouſ- 
« neſs, in which we ſtand in the: preſence,of 
dur God, holy and unblameable, and un- 
reprovable in his ſight; and all this we en- 
joy by faith, without works; becauſe the 


2 „ "Wy _— 


law. We are ſaved not according to our 
works, but according to God's purpoſe and 
grace given us in Chriſt before the world. 
began: which is now made manifeſt by 
Chriſt's own appearing, who hath aboliſhed 


— w — — ra 2 
. a - 
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death and hath brought life and immortality 
to light through the goſpel.“ In which it 
appears, that remiſſion of ſins, and perfect 

| 7 recon- 


4 


the law for righteouſneſs unto 


- inheritance is by promiſe, and not by the 


ela? -. aac at cio a E - i te, 
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gift of his Chriſt, to 


t of his own grace given us in C 
hom the promiſes were made, and in whom 
they are all yea and amen, So that ſince 


bteouſneſs, and remiſſion, of ſins, and the 
doption of ſons, are all according to God's 
romiſes, as alſo eternal life, we then can: 
977 75 any of Wide but hy faith 
in Chriſt: for could any of theſe matters 
be attained by the Iaw, then the law would 
be againſt the promiſes, that God's grace 
fruſtrated; for, as Paul ſays, if the inherit- 
ance be of the law, it is no more of promiſe, 
but God gave it to Abraham by promiſe. 
This is the reaſon why people think it 

ſuch great preſumption for believers to aſſert 
their having eternal life, remiſſion of fins, 
and the adoption of ſons, &c. becauſe 100 


being without faith, cannot conceive of the 

things, for the ſon of the bond-women ſhall 
not, nor cannot be heir with the ſon of the 
free woman. People under the law, finding 
they cannot attain to theſe privileges by all 
their, works and knowing noother way of at- 
taining to them, are ſurpriſed to hear of any 
VW bo profeſs that they have attained to them, 
and think it is only the produce of pride 
and preſumption, and the force of a heated, 
enthuſiaſtic brain. Thus is the ſcripture 
fulfilled which ſaith, He that is born of 
the ficſh perſecutes him that is born after 
we the 
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„% fp dale f Pat: 
the ſpirit. This bond-ſon Mlitnad, 2 way 


mocks the chit bf promiſe Ifaac, and 8 
himſelf againſt che Lord his anvinted. Thus 


the natural man defpiſes the ſpiritual fr 


chat is 55 2 God, and efteerns 7 — 4 
1 a becauſe they | 
n natural — Ap ot 

oa 15 ip other Hyes ae. Now 
ne? natural man never attains to righteouf- 

becaufe he ſteks it by the 9 5 of 
the w : but the ſiritual man attains even 
ty the righteoufnefs of Bod faith. For 
us the ſcriprure, faith, the righteouſneſs of 
God is: unto an upon all them that believe 


without differenco. So that by faith only, 


ve receive the 
of fins,. a pure co 
draw Near onto God with boldnefs —by, 


ras Hig of fons, remimon 
ence, and a liberty to 


Faith w * prehend Feſas, and put hin 


as our righteovuſhefs,. and hottheſs. 
without the deeds of Mak law, for, as Paul 
zith, „ the law is not of faith ;** and if we 
led by the Spirit, we are not under the 
law, bat under grace, where we enjoy all. 
bleſſings, fuch as God's love and mercy, 
and eren, without the deeds of the 
law; and here, are - juſtified, righteous and 
pure before bim in in love, withour the deeds. 
pf rhe law, and en enjoy it all by Fs With 
the deeds of the. law. : 
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This it is to be a chriſtian, a believer, a 
child of God, a diſciple of Chriſt. This it 
is to be paſſed from death” ufito life — from 
darkneſs to light from mount Sinai to 
mount Zion from the firſt man to the ſe- 
cond from the law to grace from hell to 
heaven— from ſin to righteoufnefs from 
miſery to peace. In ſhort, it is to be deli- 
vered from the fall and ruin of it, to ever- 
laſting ſalvation. Therefore believers return 
unto Zion with everlaſting joy upon their 
heads, while ſorrow and ſighing flee away. 
Being reconciled to God by Jeſu's death, 
made neigh by his blood, healed by his 
ſtrips, and ſeated together with him in ever- 
laſting bliſs and glory; out of the reach of 
every for. Being now ſecured and pre- 
ſerved in God, and under an impoMbility 
of ever being hurt or ſeparated from the 
love of God to all eternity. Thus has God 
repaired the fall, and become the life of his 
church, having eſpouſed 'her to himſelf in 
everlaſting love and righteouſheſs. To 
whom be praife, and thankſgiving, now 
and for evermere. Amen. 
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XIV. 


On Grace. 


T is a comfortable conſideration, that 

f eternal life, remiſſion of ſins, and per- 
ect righteouſneſs, and juſtification from all 
accuſation and condemnation, are the free 
gifts of God; not according to the works 
of the law, but according to his own pur- 
ſe and grace, given us in Chriſt Jeſus 
before the world began.“ And this im- 
menſe love of God was made manifeſt by 
the appearing of Jeſus Chriſt in the world, 
who aboliſhed death, and brought this life 
and immortality to light through the goſ- 
pel:, ſo that, the law neither juſtifies, nor 
ſanctifies, nor purifies the heart; but God 
juſtifies poor ſinners. © freely by his grace, 
through the redemption which is in Jeſus 
Chriſt; who of God is made unto us wil- 
dom, righteouſneſs, ſanctification and re- 
demption: for he was made ſin for us who 


n righte- 


knew no fin, that we might be made the 


— 
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righteouſneſs of God in him ;” ſo that we 
obtain an everlaſting inheritance and accep- 
tance with God, only by his own love and 
grace, without the conſideration of any 
1 of ours, to enduce him to be- 

ow ſuch bleſſings upon us. His love has 


no cauſe out of himſelf, but is quite free. 


So that by the goſpel the love and grace of 


God is revealed, as having given us all 
bleſſings in Chriſt, (without the deeds of the 
law) in whom we have wiſdom, and righ- 
teouſneſs, and ſanctification, and compleat 


eternal redemption, from all the ruin of the 


fall, in all its extenſive miſery and deſola- 


tion. So that Jeſus is the temple, where 
God ſits upon a throne of grace, where we 


behold him fully ſatisfied with us there, ha- 
ving given all bleſſings, and deliverance 


from all our foes, where we are reconciled, 
juſtified, accepted, beloved, and perfected 


in purity, in the life, and death, and reſur- 
rection of Jeſus Chriſt, being received with. 
him into the kingdom of the Father, where. 
we are without ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch, 
thing, and unblameable before him, in love 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

And, with regard to this grace of God, 


we are not to look at it through any parti- 


cular quality in us, whether good or bad » 
it. is the clear firmament. of God's love, 
Weber pes sd, Af apa er Of Jem 
37 | . 
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by any thing in us: ſo that in viewing this 
grace of God, we muſt only have re 
into the good pleaſure bf his will, and that 
he is gracious” becauſe he will be gracious; 
not is there Any thing at all in the creature, 


Wing dan him, or of his loving him an 
aving kim remimon of his ſins, and eter- 
nal ſakvation ; but it all ſprings from the 


- 


unſearchable "riches of God's grace and 


mercy, and from the everlaſting purpoſe 


atid counctit of his own will. A man is not 


to conclude God loves him becauſe he finds 
any good qualities in him, but becauſe he 
hath reve: 


of Chriſt, whom he ſent to make manifeſt 
the hidden myſtery of his love. And there- 
fare John fäys, * Inthis was manifeſted the 


propitiation for our fins, that we might live 
 throvgh him.“ „ The law (ſays Paul) 
made nothmg perfect, but the bringing - in 
of a better hope did, by the which we draw 


nigh onto God.” Ant it is not the works of 


the law that brings bs nigh to God, but we 
are made nigk by the blood of Chriſt. It 
.is not the law that reconciles us to God, 


- but the death of Chriſt. *Tis not by the 
kw we are accepted by God, but we are 
accepted by him in the befoved; tis oo 

b the 


ſpect | 


in any theafire, the cauſe of God's being 


Mmſelf to be love in the face 


love of God towards us, in that he ſent. his 
onfy begotten Son into the world to be the 


* 
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the law makes us righteous, becauſe the 
righteouſneſs of God, without the law, is 
i unto him that worketh not, but 
believeth on him that juſtifies the ungodly. 
*Tis not the law that ſanctifies, but the 
blood of Jeſus which waſhed us from our 
ſins, when he offered himſelf up once for all 


upon the curſed tree. *Tis not the law 


that makes us ſons of God; but Jeſus be- 
ing made under the law, to redeem us from 
under it, that we might receive the adopti- 


on of fons,—All is of grace, all is of 


promiſe, all is freely given of God: and 
thanks be to God for his unſpeakable gift. 
So that in Jeſus we are ſaved, redeemed, 
and purged from ſin, and made holy and 
unblameable in the preſence of God, whoſe 
Rac has much more abounded than fin; 
d that as ſin reigned unto death, even ſo 


now, grace reigns through righteouſneſs un- 
4 eternal life by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
enen a Fits 


XV. On 


On | SALVATION by CurisT, 


ITE the ſalvation of a Kaner by Jeſus 
Chriſt, all the attributes of God are 
glorified, and ſhine with the utmoſt luſtre. 
And be that hath fled to Chriſt the true 
city of refuge, all the attributes of God 
concur to pardon, and acquit, and Juſtify 
ſuch a 92 By Chriſt, the true believer is 
ſheltered from all accuſation, and condem- 
nation ; for. in his blood he has the pardon 
of all his ff ins; and in his righteouſneſs, 
he has a compleat juſtification, anſwerable 
to all the law's demands; for God has 
been pleaſed to juſtify that ſoul freely 
by his grace, through the all-ſufficient re- 
demption of Jeſus Chriſt.” In which juſtifi- 
cation, the juſtice and truth of God, ſhine, 
with equal ſplendor with his glorious un- 
fathomable mercy and love. lu this Juſtifi- 
cation, the law of God alſo * is magnifig 


and made honorable 3 z and as had mote | 
8 than 
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chan all its moſt exact demands—for what 
can it demand more than the ect obedi- 

ence of that holy Jeſus, who is God over 

all bleſſed for evermore; who was made 
under the law, to redeem us from under the 
law; and now is become the end of the law 
for righteouſneſs, every way perfect to him 
that believeth,”—In which righteouſneſs, 
ſuch a ſoul is fully juſtified, by the Judge 


of all, to the glory of all the perfections of 


his nature 

In this foul, Chriſt is glorified i in all =; 
offices. Such a foul derives all its 
and confidence, and joy from Chriſt 1 


—He has peace with God by believing. 


By believing he puts on a holy garment, 
fit to appear in before God. —In the blood 
of * Chriſt, he is waſhed from all fin.—-In 
the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, he is cloathed 
with perfect beauty, and is juſtified from 
every charge of fin. 

Such 122 throu Chriſt, finds a way 
toa God of love, in ſpite of the world, the 
fleſh, or ſatan.— Grace, free grace, has 


opened to ſuch a ſoul, the door of heaven, 


which cannot be ſhut. Sin cannot ſhut it 
| ſatan cannot ſhut it; the law cannot ſhut 
it. The blood of Chriſt keeps it open. 
Mercy cries, let it be opon! Juſtice ſays, 
It is juſt it ſhould be open ! The law ſays, 


Ir is ſatisfied, and the door ſhould be open. 


Oh 


be ta ** 
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Oh what an open way to God! there is 
ſhines 
$,—In a 
glorious Godhead. appears in all 
its refulgent brightneſs in . the Son of 


* love. 


e Saviour! how haſt thou glo- 


rious aviour ! who art now riſen from the 
. mes oth thy labors of love I place my 
reſt in e ſafferings and obedi- 

ation and title to glory. 
myſelf a poor unworthy 
backſliding — thy blood is far 
deeper, and more per valent to pardon, then 
my fins are to condemn.— Les, O my God, 
thy love is try humphant, and abounds far 
_ all my. 3 in thy dear Son. 
Glory be to God who has opened for me 
ſuch a door of acceſs! Glory be to infinite 
LOVE, the fountain cauſe of this way ! Glo- 
ry be to infinite wispou that eontrived 
it! Glory be to infinite jus rien that is here 
magnified ! Glory be to infinite truth and 


veracity, that is here confirmed and eſta- 


bliſhed ! Glory be to the Lamb in whom 
all theſe perfections are ſo glorifed ! Glory 
be to the Lamb for all hi wounds, ſor- 

TOWS, 


* : 
L * 


* $5 
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rows,. and death; by which the covenant 
of peace is yea and amen, ſcaled with blood 


to all believers! Glory be to God and tile 


Lamb! Glory be to the Holy Spirit the 
Comforter ! that has taught, and will teach 
my foul to live in “ Jeſus, who loved me 
and gave himſelf for me. —Holy, holy, 
holy Lord God of hoſts, glory be to thee 
in Chriſt Jeſus, now, and for evermore. 
Amen, Hallelelujah.—Praiſe bim, all ye hoſt 
of heaven: Praiſe him all ye miniftring 
ſpirits : Praiſe him, O my foul. 


; 
1 
| 
X 
| 
1 
# 
* 
| 
4 


194 4 fmall Bunth of Vidlets. 


Comfortable, Divine, and Evangelical 
SENTENCES, 


HE new nature, which a perſon is 
made partaker of by regeneration, is 
2 nature compoſed of divine love: heavenly 
__ being its only principle, and its only 
ITE, | | 
2. In order to love God ſincerely, it is 
neceſſary to know his beauty; to believe 
his promiſes; to apprehend his goodneſs 
and love; and to have a deep > of his 
moſt excellent wiſdom, and rich amazing 
power. This bleſſed knowledge, which is 
always productive of ſincere love to God, 
is alſo one of the jewels of the new nature. 
3. The true love of God will ſhew itſclf 
in a reſignation to his holy will, ſatisfaction 
in his providence, and a renouncing of the 
vanities of life. 
4. When the love of God warms the 
ſou}, it is diſpoſed to do all things that may 
leaſe its heavenly Father: for there 1s no- 
thing that puſhes on the ſoul to ſuch he- 


rocial actions as love. True loxe makes no 
us difficulty 


way: but Chriſt Jeſus, the ever · living word 
= — L:2: 
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difficulty of any thing; it does not conſider 


whether any thing is difficult or eaſy, but 


only whether it is to be done: and if ſo, 
then it is content. | 

5. All the fruits of the ſpirit, are the 
fruits of love; love being their only prin- 
ciple and root: and whatever is contrary 
to this, is not of the ſpirit that God de- 
lighteth in. x 

6. Grace ſupplies all deficiencies ſpring- 
ing from the weakneſs of man; and now in 


the Goſpel, man is taught to look upon God, 


as his helper, and Saviour to the uttermoſt. 


7. In Chriſt, God becomes the portion 
of man; and is an everlaſting, inexhaul- 
tible treaſure, ever abounding in everlaſting 
Jay, and peace. 


8. The nature of man in the firſt Adam, . 
is mutable, corruptible, and fading; all its 


glories paſs away, and are contiuually vaniſh- 
ing into darkneſs and confuſion. | 

The nature of man in the laſt Adam, 
is immutable, incorruptible and unfading; 
its glories abide for ever, nor is there to be 
found in it, any ſuch thing as darkneſs or 
confuſion: but everlaſting joy, harmony, 
and reſt. 


10. All fleſh is as graſs, and all the glory 


of man is the flower of the graſs, the graſs 
whithereth, and the flower thereof falleth a- 


of 
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cf God, endureth for ever. And as is the 
heavenly, ſuch are they alſo that are heavenly. 


11. In Chriſt, man's weakneſs, blindneſs, 


darkneſs, impurity, vanity, fin, death, and 
corruption, © Cc. are all ſwallowed up in 
life, light, joy, ſtrength, purity, peace, 
righteouſneſs and immortality, to abide for 
ever and ever. 

12. To know the grace of God, is to 


know Chriſt, and union with him: for all 


grace was given us in him; and in him, 


grace has much more abounded than all ſin. 


13. In this myſtery, all is the free gift 
of God—the bleſſings are all ſpiritual, and 
only to be ſpiritually diſcerned. But the 


Holy Ghoſt, which is the ſpirit of Chriit, 


ſearcheth all all things, yea the deep things 
of God. Aſk, and it ſhall be given. 

14. The chriſtian religion, conſiſts more 
in receiving than in giving. We are poor 
empty beggars, and Jeſus Chriſt is full of 
all riches. He has provided a plenteous 
table, with all ſuitable food for our ſpirits, 


neither requires he that we ſhould bring to 


the feaſt, either money or price: our good- 
nels ſhould not be our encouragement to 
come, nor our badneſs our diſcouragement 
to ſtay away: but laying aſide all excuſes, 
we ſhould be content to partake of the free.” 
bounty of our Lord. ' he Lord invites, 
we need aſk leave of no one elſe, but juſt as 
we 


jp 1000 The 


freely. Rev. xxii, 17. 


i ight 1 the Spirit of Truth 
iſcovers to e mind, that it. 
—. in Jeſus Ch 

in need The bleſſed Spirit RP a man 


from hiraſelf, and makes Nm to know that 


he is ons with Jeſus Chriſt; and that the 
8 of God in Chriſt, embraces him, as 
being gathered into one ſpirit with we 5. 
and in him beautified EY} all perfection 
and holineſs. Here the ſoul E tis 
all the gift of God, and reſts compleately 


ſatisfied. Bleſſed be the God and Father of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who hath bleſſed us 


with all ſpiritual bleflings i in heayenly places 


in Chriſt. Eph. i. 3. 


16. It is quite natural for a chriſtian to 
love God, and his neighbour, to ſet his af- 


fections on things above, and not on things 
of the world. *Tis naturally his delight to: 


praile (and pray to) God; to mortify his 
unclean affections; and to deny ungodlineſs. 
and worldly luſts, and to live ſoberly, godly, 
and righteouſly in this preſent world. He 


naturally brings forth the fruits of love, 


Y> peace; gentleneſs, meekneſs, goodneſs, 
auth, temperance, ' &c. and the contrary 


diſpoſitions are unnatural to him. So that 
a Chriſtian in purſuing after theſe virtues, 


I 3 purz | 
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we are, we are fit for Jeſus Chriſt. 4 He. 
that will let him take of the waters of life 


all things it ſtands” 
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purſues his own natural bent and incli- 


nation. 255 | 

- But'what nature is this, that is ſo well 
diſpoſed ? It js no other than the nature 
of Chriſt himſelf, who dwells in the heart 
of every true chriſtian. And therefore, this 
is “the new man, where Chriſt is all and in 
all. This is the new nature that luſteth againſt 
the fleſh. It is not the old nature that is 
reconciled to theſe heavenly tempers, but 
it is the divine Jeſus dwelling in the heart, 
cavfingithe man to act agreeable to his pure 
holy nature; and therefore it is the life of 
Chriſt, as Paulſays, Not I, but Chriſt, that 
Jveth in me.” 


This ſets my ſoul above the earth and ſkies, 
Nor is there ought therein like this I prize. 
Here, I poſſeſs true honor aud renown, 

My head incircled with an heav'nly crown. 

Not like the crowns which kings on earth do wear, 
| Which ſoon, like empty bubbles, diſappear, 

But this eternal, never fading is, | 

And ſeats me domn in everlaſting bliſs, 
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My life is hid with Chriſt, within the veil, 

No foe can it approach, or once affail. | 
"Tis here I'm ſkreen'd from every imp of hell, 
WhilR in this temple I moſt ſafely dwell. 

. All hail ! thou prince of peace, thou God of love, 
Reſound, Amen, O all ye hoſts above. 


A ſhadow vain, in Adam, I was made: 
Pm now in Chriſt, the ſubſtance of that ſhade: 
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